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FOREWORD

tm———

This monogruaph presents the results of a
study of socio-eccnomic conditions, water use
paltern and health and sanitataon situation of
the area coming under the lfarispatiuwa Water and
Sanitation Project undertaoken within the framework
of Sri Lankan-Finnish Development Co-operation
Agreement. The study was sponsored by the
Department of Development of Co-operation of thae
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Finland, and conducted
as & joint research programme by the Helsinki
University Institute of Development Studies and a
team of researchers from the University of

Peradeniya, sSri lLanka.

I must record my deep apprcciation of the
initiative and the interest taken by Prof. Marja-
Liisa Swantz, Director, Helsinki University
Institute of Development Studies in this study.

On behalfl of the rescarch team I express our
gratitude to the people of Harispattuwa, particularly
to the residents of the five study locations for
assisting our field investigators with patience and

humour-. It is also my duty to thank the various



government scrvants especialliy the Assistant
Government Agents of Harispattuwa, Tumpane and
Pata Dumbara and their asgistants, the Grama
Sevakas of the villages visited by the researchers,
the officials of the Kandy Kackhcheri and wedacal
personnel attached to the Healtlh: Offices, Hospitels

and Dispensaries in the area.

The IFFinnish consultants of the Project extended
to us their co-operation and assistance by providing
us with relevant information regarding their werk
and the progress of the project. To them and to
Mr. Kari Karanko, tbe former Counsellor of the
Finnish Embassy, Colombo, who took a persocnal
interest in this study I extend our thanks on kehalf

of the 53ri Lankan rescarch tean.

K.ll. Jayasinghe

Co-ordinator



PREFACE

This study is the rosult of o collective
effoirt of & team of researchers, consultants and
investigators. Thiore were some changes in Lhe
oviginal research tecam with thoe wiihdrawal of
Pr. P. Wickramasekcra snd bUr. S. Balasuriva in
August 1982 to gc on their sabbatical leave. We
were fortunate in getting Dr. J.S. Edirisinghe to
replace the latter as our consultant on the health

and sanitation aspects.

There were some changes in the original
rescorch schedule also due to en initial delay in
comnencing the study and certain changes in the
methodology, which invnlved a longer period of field
investigation. The study commenced on 15th June
and the field invecstigations were conducted during

the period 7th Aupust to 19th October 1982,

In the final monograph the Chapter on Socio-
Eccnomic Structiwre is the work of Dr. Newton
Gunasinghe assisted by Mr. M. Sinnathamby. The
Chapter on Water and Rituals is based on a paper

submitied by Prof. P.B. Meegaskumbura of the
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Department of Sinhalese, Unaversity of Peradeniya.
the Chapter on Traditional llealing Systems is an
adaptation of a paper compiled by Mr. Karunatissa
Atultorala on the basis of a special survey carried
out by him as part of the general stuly of the fave
research locations. The Chapie:x on heoalth and
sunitation is based on a paper written by dr. J.S.
Edirisinghe incorporating data collected 1n the
entire Project Area 23 well as the findings of the
in-depth study of the five locations. The two
principal rcsearchers wirot» the rest of the
monograph. Dr. Dias lHewagama, the Statistical
consultant guided the compilation of tables in mout
of the Chapters. While acknowledging the
contrabutions of all these researchers and
consultants we talke the responsibility for all
short-comings and crrors, particularly for those
that were inadvertently committed ain editing and
adaptation, which are ofteu unavoidable in the
preparation of conmbined research reports specially
when [airly rigid time-schcdule has to be adhcred to.
We also wish to express ouar thanks to Mr. H. Amunugama
for preparing the maps and Mr. Hichard Abrahams for

typing the manuscraipt.



1n addition to this monngraph the two
Finnish participants on the research team have
submitted separate reports with special focus on

ore of the five locations.

P.V.J. Jayasakera Y.R. Amarasinghe
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, INTRODUCTION

In pursuance of the objectives of the
International Drinking Water Supply and
Sanitation Decade the Government of Sri Lanka
has prepared and approved a plan for the Drinking
Water Supply and Sanitation Sector for the decade
1981-1990 (the Decade Plzn). This Plan

envisages:

(i) improvement of the quality and
quantity of drimnking water and
making supplies accessible to the

entire population;

(ii) improvement of the quality and
quantity of excreta disposal
facilities and making these
facilitiea accessible to the

entire population of the country.

(i1i) establishment of strong linkages N
between drinking water supplies
and excreta disposal facilities
through health education and

community participation.

For the rural sector, the Decade Plan
emphasizes: the construction and/or upgrading of
community wells and equipping them with hand pumps;
the rehabilitation of existing piped water aupply
scheme; the construction and/or upgrading of
single family latrines; the establishment of strong
community-based operation and maintenance systems;
and the establishment of primary health care

information delivery mechanisms all relying



principally upon active community involvement

as the means of ensuring success.

The Decade Plan calls for implementation to
be done on & District basis and has rank ordered
the Districts by means of the following criteria:
water related diseases; infant mortality; cost of
services; scarcity of water sources; economic
status of the population; population denasity; and
percentage of the population with inadequate
sanitation. Fer rural water supplies, the five
most needy districts in order of priority are
Matale, Badulla, Anuradhapura, Nuwara Eliya and
Kandy. The rank order position of the four
districts Matale, Badulla, Nuwara Eliya and Kandy
is probably due to the prese::ce of plantations with
large numbers of workers of Indian origin, who
generally come rather low in the index of quality
of life. The area under investigation Harispattuwa
is located in Kandy district, but haas a lescer
numper of plantations than other comparable revenue

divisions.

Within the scope of the nation wide programme
the Harispattuwa Water Supply and Sanitation Project
nas been sponsored by the Dcepartment of Interunational
Development Co-operaticn of the Government of Finland

in association with the Government of Sri Lanka.

The Project area covers the entire Assistant
Government Agent's (AGA) division of Harispattuwa
and the adjoining four Grama Seveka division from

Tumpane and three Grama Scvaka divisions from Fata




Dumbara AGA divisions. The main components of

the Project as origiually proposed iaclude:

(1) provision of treated surface water
drawn from Mahaweli Ganga
through a network of truuk mains
along the roads in the more
densely populated areas coming
under the project and the
neighuvouring areas of Polgolla
and Kuruuaegala. The treatment
plant and pumping stations were

to be located near Katugastota.

(ii) other densely populated areas to be
served with piped water from
separate ground water treatment

planta.

(1ii) rest of the Project area to be
served with shallow wells

installed with hand pumps.

A major revision of this was proposed by the
Appraisal Mission, Harispattuwa Water Supply and
Sanitation Project, in June 1982. The components

of this new proposal are:

(i) provision of about 900 community
shallow and deep wells installed
with hand pumps to serve
approximately 97,000 people in
1985 in low housing density areas.



(ii) provision of about nine small
piped systems using ground water
sources such as springs, deep or
shallow wells to serve
approximately 64,000 people in
high housing density areas by
1985.

(iil) strengthening of operational and
maintenance capacity of the
National Water Supply and
Drainage and Drainage Board
(NWSDB) Regional Office, Kandy,
the operating entity, through
provision of vehicles, workshop
facilities, tools, spare parts

and training of staff.

(iv) supplying engineering services
required for studies, designs

and implementation of the project.

(v) conducting of social, economic and
managerial studies which would

provide:

(a) a basis for selection of

appropriate technologies;

(b) an analysis of required
managerial capability of
NWSDB, Kandy, for operation
and maintenance of

facilities.

The revised proposals of the Appraisal Miassion

incorporated a sanitatiun aspect invelving the



improvement of conditions of sanitations mainly by
hygienic disposal of faeces through the rehabilitation
of existing facilities and the provision of new

latrines for abonut 15,000 people.

The Study : It's Scope and Objectives

In view of the significant impact expected
from the provision of these facilities on the socio-
economic and sanitation conditions of the people of
the Project area the Institute of Development Studies
of the Helsinki University, Finland, decided to
sponsor this study as a joint research programme to be
carried out by a team of Sri Lankan researchers drawn
from related disciplines in participation with two
Finnish researchers specialized in Social Anthropology

and Environmental Hygiene.

This study investigates in depth the water use
pactterns and preference in the context of socio-
economic and cultuiral factors such as income,
occupation and educational level, ethnic and religious
diversity, traditional beliefs, customs and prejudice.
It will also examine the health and saunitation
situation of the people particularly in relation to
the diseases associated with water, their morbidity
patterus and primary health care systems. In view of
the higher incidence of water related diseases among
infants and children the study will also cover in
general the uygieue and anutrition pattern of these
sections of the population. Tne water use pattern as

well as the nealth and sanitation levels of the people



are closely related to traditional concepts,

beliefs and nealing systems. Tuese aspects, ther=fore
have vcen given considerable emphasis ia the report.
The existing institutional arrangements in regard to
health, health education and sanitation are also
subjected to critical examination with particular
attention to the content and materials of health

education programmes.

Problems Highlighted

l. Watgs

(1) Harispattuwa is an area with a relative
abundance of wates from a variety of
sources alternating with short psriods

‘of drought. This has had a strong

influence on water use habits.

(2) Wells form the most popular source of
drinking water in the existing pattern.
In the propcsed water scheme tooe wells
with hand pumps will be the
predominant source of supply. The old
wells in use are cnen, whereas the new
wells being introduced ars covered and
installed with hand pumps. The need
for a bucket and a rope in order to
draw water from the old wells does not
arise in the case of the nsw wells.
Further, the new wells will not bring
the water source any cleser for mosgt
pecople. Therefore the water use
patterns among the majority of the
people are unlikely to register a

drastic change.
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(3) The propoacd water scheme offers a

choice in service levels as far as
the entire project area is
concerned. But this flexaibility
does not appear to be presené ;;*‘
far as each locality 1s concerned.
This makes it difficult to
accommodate varied geographical
conditions, settlement pattermns and

aspiration levels.

(4) This lack of flexibility will result

in a fair section of the population
being deprived of direct benefits

from the Project. The deprived
section is likely to be the
economically more depressed and also
those whose need for better sanitation

facilities is the greatest.

(5) The ideal of active community

participatlon in the construction &nd
maintenance of wells is clearly laid

down in the Decade Plan. However, in
view of the erosion of organic

solidarity within the villages,
accompanied by the growth of individualism
and faction formation, this ideal of

community participation is likely to

face major obstacles in its concrete

realization.

(6) Although there¢ isn no general disapproval

of the idea of a nominal payment for a
better supply of water it will be

difficult to impose a payment commensurate



with the possible cost of

operation and maintenance of the
new supply particularly in view of
the availability of alternative
sources even though such sources are

hygienically unsatigsfactory.

2. Health and Sanitation

(1) Western medicine has received a high
level of popular acceptance and became
the predominant healing system but itas

| science still remains virtually a

terra incognita for the people.

(2) Inspite of the presence of an elaborate
organization of health services the
emphasis on curative rather than
preventive aspects of health has
resulted in a neglect of public health
services, particularly those concerned
with excreta and waste disposal and

environmental sanitation.

(3) National health education programme is
not only grossly inadequate but has
become almost non-operative despite its

well-planned infrastructure.

(%) No significant improvement in health may
be expected from supplying safe and
adequate drinking water without
conconmmitant improvements in sanitation

and personal hygiene. A conprehensive



programme involvihg the

construction of sanitary latrines
and proper waste disposal is
egssential to achieve maximum benefits
of a safe drinking water supply

scheme.

(5) The proper and consistent use of such
services and facilities can be
guaranteed only by a health education
system incerporated into the g;;;;al
education programme with the uitiﬁate
goal of making 'awareness of health!

a part and parcel of everyday life.

(6) A recognition of the vital yole of women
in regard to the health and sanitation
of society and the neecd for their
effective involvement in the infra-
structure of public health services
and health education are essential for
the success of any comprehensive

programme.

(7) Any scheme for voluntary community
participation for the implementation
of such a comprehensive programme is
bound to be unworkable. Sustained
interest and commitment required for
the success of such a progra...e may noti

be forthcuming on a voluntary basis in

view of the low standard of living the
bulk of the rural population and their
increasing alienation from the effective

political process.
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Methodology

The study of "Water and Society" in
Harispattuwa as outlined in the initial research
proposal stipulated the selection of a stratified
random gample of approximately 1500 households taking
the entire project area as a statistical universe.
This method of investigation was later abandoned in
favour of an in depth study of a number of
representative small communities. Tt was felt that
a study based on the admiristration of a questionnaire
to a stratified random sample, thoucrh capable of
vielding quantitative data pecrtaining to socio-economic
factors and water use and also establish correlations
between various variables, will not be able to render a
holistic view of social structure, trace organic
linkage within this structure and lay bare the wealth
of social relations. In order to get such a
perspective on ideology, social structure and water use
in the area, it was decided to adopt the social
anthropological method of field study concentrating on

an in depth study of a number of amall communitics.

Though a comparatively small geographical locality,
Harispattuwa contains a number of different amocio-
economic sub-gsystems. After gaining a gencral ovsr-
view of the project area bas2ad mainly on fileld visits,
Gramodaya resource survey data, census and other
official material and the feagibiiity reports of the
Finnish Consultants, the researchers and the
Consultants attempted to identify the different socio-
economic sub.-systems in Harispattuwa. Laying emphasis
on agrarian tenure, the level of market integration,

the degreo and content of social class differentiation
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the position in the rural-urbhan continuum and

ethnic and religious specificlties and giving due
weightaga to other additional variables such as the
wataer uwss patterns, prevalence of water related
diseases and sBervice level variations envisaged in
the Finuish Water Sup;)ly Project five sub-systems
woere identified as typifying the different socio-
economic structures in llarispattuwa. They are as
follows: (A) Peasant small-holder sub-system,

(B) Landlord dominated sub-system, (C) New rural
settlements sub-system, (D) Market town sub-system and
(E) Commercially oriented rural community sub-system.
Theso sub-systems are not isclated water-tight
campartmenta, but do maintain various linkages with

each other as well as the wider socio-economic system.

After identifying these sub-gystems an attempt
was made to trace typical communities that represent
them in Harispattuwa. Twelve locations out of a
total of over 160 villages in the Project areca were
short listed as possible represeutations of the five
sub-systems and were subjected to close examination by
the principal researchers and consultants. After a
number of field visits, examination of village leveol
files and conversations with numerous villagers the

following locations were selected:

(a) Dolapihilla
(b) Mandandawala
(¢) Batuambe

(d) Ankumbura, and

(e) Uguressapitiya.

Field investigators were selected from among
graduates and uadergraduates of the University of

Peradeuiya giving preference to those who are residents



of the Project area and whercver necessary to suit

the ethnic composition of the different rescarch
locations. A minimum of two investigators were
stationed in each location for a period of two months.
However, no investigator was stationed in his owvn
village in order to avoid the possible pre judicial
respo.se arisi.ng from the villagers' reluctance to
give cut information that are generally cousidered
confidential and sensitive to persons of the same
village and also to avoid the coastraints and
influences of his own social status cn his
investigations and findings. In addition to the
collection of data through interviews on the basis of
questionnaires, the investizators were to obiain
qualitative information by participant observation
wherever possible. These invesligations were carried
out under the close supervision of the principal
researchers and consultants who frequently wvisited the
field locations and had disctssions not only with the

investigators but with numerous villagers,

The process of data collection was in two stages:
first the socio-economic data obtained on the basis
of a pre-tested census form with sufficient flexibility
to accommodate spe;iai socio-economic characteristics
and ethnic variations of each locations; second stage
of the field study relating to water use, health,
sanitation, nutrition and family plenning was conducted
through personali interviews based on structured
[questionnafF;s. A 20 per cent stratified sample of
households selected on the basiy of the census study
was used for the second stage of the survey. A special

questionnaire was used for interviews designed to

obtain data on traditional healing systems in all



locations. Besides, the senior researchers and
consultants carried out special surveys on aspects
such as the health care system, water use pattern

of new wells and problems relating to their siting
and maintenance, and village level organizations, their
role and effectiveness. They also maintained close
contact with the research locations and the Project
area in general throughout the study, particularly in
esgtablishing links with local leaders and rural and
regicnal level officials and the conducting of pilot
intervicws and supervision and monitoring of the work

of the investigatora.
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PROJECT AREA

(i) Georraphical Dackeground

e

The Froject area consisgts of the present
Assistant Government Agent's (AGA) division of

Harispattuwa, and & and 3 Grama Sevaka divisions from

the adjoining AGA divisions of Tumpane and Pata Dumbara
recspectively. The area is in Kandy district, Central
Province, and lies immediately to the north-west of the
Kandy town. The entire airea comes within the Kandy
District Development Council. Sixty two out of the

69 Grama Sevaka divisions in the Project area come

within thec two-member Parliamentary constituency of

larispattuwa. The 4 Grama Sevaka divisions in Tumpane

belong to the Galagedera and the rest to Pata Dumbara

electorates.

The merth to south lengith of the orca is 20
Kilometers ond the west to east width is 15 kilometers.
Out of the total area appro.imately 116 kmz, 1h1.1°
belong to Harispattuwa. e wain roads ot hauady-rHatale
(A 9) and Kandy-Kurunegala (A 10) cut through the Project

area.

&
The Project area 1s part of the wet zone uplands

natural rezion and Kandy Piateawn sub-roegion. The section

along the Mahaweli vriver i1s the lowest part nf the arca

* The following description on the topography climute
and the s0il condations is based largely on
Harispattiuwa Watler Supply leasibility Report,
Vol. 1, pp. 3-6. 1981.



15

and 15 aboutl 445 wm. (1400 feet) above sea level. To
the north and north west the general level of the
valley f(loor rises to about 580 m. (1900 feet).
"Pevides surround the arca except in the south~-cast
where the Mabaweli and the Pinga Oyua mark its limits
The dividing ridgoes rise upto 600-750 m. (2000-2500
fTeet)t* Teoa and rubber aroe generally grown on thesc

hills.

'Geomorphologically Kandy Plateau is an arena
formaiion and specially in the central parts of the
Projcect area this shows as a transversally broken
landscape with a criss-crossing pattsearn of valleys. In
cross scction the vaileys are mostly levelled for
paddies which are terraced accrossy the gently sloping
valley axis. The hills and ridges between the vallevs
rise from 10-60 m. above the valley bottom. The slopes
are genecrally steep, their inclination ranging normally
from 10-40 degrees . . . In some places rock is expcsed
as shecr cliffsg*.* Villages arc located on the gentle
slopeys or valleys below, and they are covered with

crops such as spices, coconut, cocon or banana etc.

According to the pattern of rainfall Harispattuwa
falls within the wWat Zone, its northern parts lying on
the firinges of the Intermediate Zonme. On average the

annual raintfall of the arca as about 2000 millimeters.

As in the country at large the variatlions in the

temperature are minimum. The monthly mean temperature

* Feasibility Roport, Vol. T, pp. 3-4.
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o
ranges from 23°C. in December and January to 26°C.

in Aprail and May. \\

Z

"The bedrock of the arca consisls of precambrian
crystalline formations, mcstly gneisses. These
formations are gencrally compact, with few joints. No
gsignificant limestone areas have been found. Several
quartzite sand have been located especially ia the
northern parts. The top =zoils are laterite or
immature brown loam. Only limited and thin alluvial

sand and gravel deposits have becen located in the

river valleys"®*

The population of the entire Project area is just
over 153,000 (Census, 1981). The average population
density in the Project area is thus 1045 persons per
km? This is a very high deusity in comparison with
the national average - 215 persons per kma. There is
considerable wnevenness in the density of population with
the southcern and eastern parts being more thickly

populated than the rest of the area.

(ii) Historical Trends

Harispattuwa, one of the five core territorial
units of the Kaingdom of Kandy, =somewhat akin to one of
the English home counties, occupied a position of
importance both due to its strategic location of beling

sandwitched between the two northern gateways to the

* Feasibaility Report, Vol. I, p. 6.
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capital ~ Balakaduwa and Galagedara pasgses ~- and its
relotive prosperity and high population as sugsested
by tihc origin of thc name, which indicates the
cbligation of the province to provide a force of four
hundred {(Harasiya) soldiers for king's military service.
(Knox, 3). In addition the proximity to the capital
appears to have subjected the area to close
administrative contrel and economic integration with
the capzatal city as cvidoenced by extensive allocation
of' land 1n Harispattuwvn for direct scrvice requirements
of the Palace, the Temple of the Tooth and the chief

monastery, the Malwatte temple.

Harispattuwa's transformation under the impact of
British colonialism begins with the punitive policies
of the British consequent to the Great Rebellion of
1817-18. Davy, one of the early colonial officers,
writes: 'Harigpattoo « . . is a beautiful hill
district, almost frce from jungle, consigting of
surrounded hills, charmingly spotted waith clumps of
palms and other fruit trecs and of narrow valleys, laid
out in paddy fields. Before the rebellion (1817-1818)
it was the garden of the country, well cultivated,
pruvductive and populous; now, it is merely a wreck of
what it was, and one sees noﬁhing that does not denote
its wretchedness, and the example that was made of it
on account of the resistonce of its inhabitants".
(Davy, 1821 : 328-329).

The main feature of the economic transformation
in the 19th century specific to Harispattuwa were,
firstly, that unlike the adjoining Matale and Pata Dumbara,
Harispattuwa did nct come under the full thrust of

plantation agriculture. lLLarge scale coffee plantations

oy
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developed only in a small arca, mainly in
Pallegzampaha and Galasivapattawa, In the rest of
Harispattuwa peasants look tu cultivation of coffes
in their home gardens in addition to traditional
paddy culture. S5ecendly, ithis pattern of cconomic
change enabled Harispattuwa tc sustain its high
indigenous population and keep out large scale influx
of South Indian labour and Low Country Sinhalese

settlers serving the plautations.

The heavy dependence on cofters also had its
dangers. The colliapse of coffea cultivatiocn due to
the lecaf disease, which spread in Harispattuwa in the
early 18803, resulted in large scale migration to the
adjoining arcas for employmeat. Table 1 shcws the
effects of the collapse of coffee on population in the
Kandy District. Harispattuwa, Tumpane, Uds Dumbara,
Udunuwara and Yatinuwara recorded a decrease in both
Sinhalese and South Indian Tamil poputation. The
highest decrease was in Harispattuwa; 9 per cent of
the Sinhalese population and 60 per cent of the Tamil

pepulation,. This dJdrop was reflectaed in

Table 1

The Population of Kandy Districl : Diiferential

Rates of Incrcase {per thousand)

1871-1881 1881-12891
Sinhalese 131 13
Tainil {(immigrants) 4s2 2
Muslims 216 -78

—

(Congus eports)
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some of the villages selected for the study.

Table 2

The Decline of Population in Some Sample

Ejllnggi
1881 1891
Ankumbura 1778 1434
Ugurcssapitiya 469 365
Dolapih:ilia 624 310

(Lawrie, 1898 : 59, 868, 177~-178).

The collapse of coffee coincided with a period
ot natural disasters and epidemics. 1884 was a year
of proloanged ard scvere drought, malaria, choleraic
diarrhcca, small pox and epidemic fever throughout the
island with the death rate increasing from 19.8 in
1882 to 22.26. The drought and epidemic were
particularly severe in the Kandy and Matale districts.
In 18385 tno the drought and epidemic continued and

assumcd rather severe forms in 1888.

Fever has always been a comnon disease in the
Kandyan districts, But the mass scale immigration of
Indian imaigrant labour brought in cholera and small pox
as well. These discases spread to Harispattuwa and
other Kandyan districts along the plantations from
Matale. Frequent epidemics, droughts and food shortages
added to the difficulties cavsed by the collapse of

coffec and led to mass scaloc migration {rom the villages
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of Harigpattuwa to Kurunegal; distraict, where coconut
plantations were spreading fast, creating a demand for
Sinhalese labonur. Yet, Harvispattuwa retained its
comparatively high density of population, its density
per square mile in 1891 was 581 as compar #d with 309
for the adjoining Pata Dumbara. From the 1390s
onwards there was a slow economic recovery, which was

also reflected in the population figures.

Table 3
Pogulation_pf Harisgattuwa

1891 1901
Sinhalese 25,201 28,588
Muslims 4,201 4,613
Tamils 1,070 2,887
Malays 31 24

{Census, 1901 : I, 90).

Irrespective of the slow economic recovery, the
econamy of liarispattuwa did not come under the dominance
of the new plantation crops, tea and rubber. In 1901,
as compared with neighbouring Pata Dumbara which had 83
plantations and a plantation of 14,605, Harispattuwa had
only 19 plantations and a plantation population of only
2,768. Relatively Limited expansion of large scale
plantatitions however, was compensated for by the expansion

of small heldings of cocoa, tea and rubber and spices.



CHAPTER I

SOCIO~ECONOMIC STRUCTURE OF HARISPATTUWA

The socio-economic structure of the Kandyan
countrygide today displays a complex articulation
of social relations emanating from three distinct
systewms; (1) archaic social relations dating back
to the days of the kingdom, (ii) institutions and
structures introduced by colonialism and (iii)
processes of capitalisc penetration and incorporation

of more recent origin.

(1) Hislorical Influence on the Contemporary

Social Formation

The influence of the system of the Kandyan
Kingdom is most evident in the sphere of landholding
and social stratification. During the days of the
Kandyan Kingdom procductive land was divided into the
following categories: (i) land directly held Ly the
state (gabadagam and biscgam), (ii) land held by
monasteries and templeas {(viharagam and devalagamj,
(iii) land held by feudal families (nindagam), (iv)
land associated with bureaucratic office (badavadili)
and (V) land held bty 3mall holders. At the top of

the socjijal pyramid was the sub-caste of the radala
who monopolised all the important bureaucratic
positions in the staote as well as in the religious
hierarchy. The chie{ incumbentships of the
principal royal monasteries were ha2ld by the monks

coming from the radala. This social stratum
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consisted of a close-knit inter~marrying group
of familieas whose power emanated from two sources,
ownership or coutrol of lan.i and the access to

burcaucratic sinecures.

With the exception of the social stratum of
small-holders - who were not paying ground rent to
any superior landlord - the rest of society consisted
of various types of tenmant cultivatore who worked
the land held by the landlords. The principal type
of land tenure at the level of production relatiomns
was what Witold Kula would identify asg the manorial
system; i.e. the division of land into two uneqgual
parts, lord's demesne and tenant's plot. ‘The
tennants cultivated their judividual plots and used
the product for their subsistence. In addition
they cultivated the muttettuwa (lord's demesnse) and

rendered the total product of it to tine landlord.

Inspite ot the social hierarcny established by
the caste system, society was divided into three
eronomic group - landlords, smallholders auad tenant
cultivators. Ag the volume of gurplus production
wasg comparotively low, divisicn of labour was not
carried to its logical conclusion. Craftsmen and
servicemen therefore, in addition to pursuing their
special vocations were also cultivators. In

nmuttettuwa type tenure craftsmen and servicemen too

were allocated service tenure plots {(nila pangu).

The caste system of thn kingdom displays major
differences in comparison wiilh the Indian system.

There is a virtual absence of a Brahmin stratum as in



this Buddhist society, religious specialisation
was left to the monkhood. Only the royal family,
which, in the latter period of the kingdom came
from South India, counted as the kshatriya. On
the other side of the spectrum there is an ahsence
of the so called 'untouchable' castes. Rodiya
who came near the bottom of the pyramid were
actually a quasi-tribe who were out of the Sinhalese
social organiszation. The rest of the pcpulaticn
was divided into two large camps, cultivators
(goigama) within which the top radala stratum
comprised a sub-caste and the craftsmen and the
servicemen who were hierarchically organized.
Irrespective of their differential positions in the
caste hierarchy, the overwhelming majority of the
peocple were share-croppers, service tenure men and

tenant of different types.

The arrival of colonialism in the form of
British conquest in 1815 unleashed forces that
brought the functioning of this type as a system to
an end. But it does not mean that all the archaic
relations coming from the previous social formation
were completely wiped out. In the colonial ecoiwomic
system that came into being in the mid-nineteenth
century some archaic relations too found expression
now fused and sub-ordinated to the dominant colounial
eco..omy. The major element of change in the rural
economy was the introduction of the coffee
plantations by the British. This meant the entry
of British capital into the Kandyan hills; it also
meant that the fouundations for an export-import
ecouomy, thoroughly integrated with the world economic
saystem, was firmly laid. The expansion of tne coffee

pla.tations took place mainly on the hills and



peripheral waste land away from the nucleus of

the village. This meant that the peasaut economy
though seriously battered, did not become extinct.
The peasant villages contiuaued to reproduce
themselves in interaction with the plantations as
well ag the new townships emerging to fulfil the
service needs of the plantatlons. Coffee was

growa a3 a peasant crop too, at the village level,
eventually fiiding its way to the internaticnal
market and in the process increasing the volume of
monetary circulation in the peasant econcmy. The
villagers came into contact with the plantation
economy in two capacities: as peasant growers of the
commodity coffee and as wage workers in the

clearance of the land to t« couverted into plantations.
But the bulk of the plantation workers came from the
ranks of the landless South Indian peasants, as

the Kandyau peasants fouud the plantation wage levels
insufficiently attractive and, as working peasants
they were not in a position to supply a regular work

force which the plantations needed.

The British administration took strong steps
to curtail the power of the radala especially after
a major rebellion led by them in 1818 merely three
years after the conquest. Some leading chieftains
were exccuted, some were hanished and still others
had their land coufiscated. The penetration of
capital and the erosion of aristocratic autherity, in
this initial period led tc a disintegration of the
system of service tenure in land. The lower section
of the peasantry consisting of the tenant cultivators

and gshare-croppers displayed a tendency to avoid



performing their customary obligations. The
rebellion of 1848, following the great European
economic crigis, indicated the degree to which the
region had already become an integral part of the
world economic system, Unlike the rebellion of

1818 1led by an aristocratic stratum coriented towards

the restoration of the ancien regime, the rebellion

of 1848 was led by the receni arrivals from the low-
country and irrespective of certain arcihiaic features,
such aa the emergence of a pretender to the Crown,
indicated widespread agrarian discontent primarily

caused by economic factors.

It 1s at this point that the colonial regime
tock active steps to restore the authority of the
radala, as it was felt that 1t is precigely this
gtratum which would be able to rescue the peasantry
from the anarchy to which it had succumbed, A
number of governmental commissions which studied
the problem of land tenure came out with
recommendations that were designed to prolong the
traditional system and together with it the authority
of the radala. A system of provincial administration
was gradually evolved, where a government agent, a
British civil servant, sat at the apex of the
provincial hierarchy assisted by local chieftains.

A province was divided into a number of rata

(districts), to be administered by a rate mahatmaya

selected from the stratum of the radala, Rate

mahatmaya in turn sat at the apex of a district
hierarchy consisting of minor chieftains and headmen.
Thus, by the end of the aixth decade of the

nineteenth century the colonial regime successfully
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evolves a system that ensurés political
stability, by recruiting the radala as sub-ordinate
partners which leads toc a system of indirect

government.

In the meantime, the expansion of the
plantations brought to a grinding halt by the
economic crisis of 1847 and the rebellion of 1848,
commences another phase of expansion from 1850.
Though the early gangs of workers to come from South
India were mainly seasonal migrant workers, who came
to the Kandyan hill country during periods of peak
demand only to return to India, thereafter, as the
system expanded the need foir permanantly resident
labourers grew. The change from coffee to tea as
the major plantation creop in the region strengthened
this need for permanently settled workers. In
response to this, long rows of barrack type houses
(*lines') were built on the plantations, one nuclecar
family in general being allocated one room in th=
barrack. Thus, a large population of workers of
Indian origin, Tamil by ethnicity and mainly Hindu
by religion also became perimanent residents, in the

Kandyan region.

in order to service the plantations and the
plantation workers small bazaar towns developed from
the mid-nineteenth century onwards in the ncdal
points of the network of roads that was being rapidly
laid down. They became small trade centres of the
products of the world economy that eventually
encompased the peasantry as consumers. Imported

textiiles, food items and metal equipment find a ready
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market place here not only Emong the plantation
workers but also among the peasants. Consequently
the hundicraft sector in the village economy suffers,
thus proportionately increasing the dependence of
the craftsmen on agriculture. Simultaneously
trading becomes an important occupation as well as
an avenue of capital accumulation, In this initial
period it is the low-country Sinhalese ariivals and
Muslims who make most out of this avenue rather than

the Kandyan peasants or the plantation workers.

The basic structural form of the colonial
socio-economic system develops around the 1860s, in
the Kandyan region. It acquires a hign degree of
stability and conservative inertia and teuads to
reproduce itself at the same level almost till the
peri1od of the World War II. In the villages land is
mainly controlled by the radala whe relate to the
bulk of the peasantry ia the dual capacity of rentier
landlords as well as the officers of the colonial
state, Simultlaneocusly, the institution of private
property iu land, whi.h was already present in the
kingdom, acquires universal significance, Tne
Middle peasants establish themselves as a stratum of
smalliholders with property rignts in land in villages
not directly countrolied by the radala. This is in
addition to their covwnership of perirheral land of
the villages controlled by the radala. This stratum
which manages to produce a surplus above their
immediate subsistence needs, especially in the form
of commnercial crops establish linkages with the
market centres. In the plantations, the phase of
the buccaneering planter gives way to the agency

houses which evolve a three tier plantation management



system: the management level which mainly

consisted of Eritish nationals, the supervisory

and clerical level which consisted of the locals

who were literate in English and the level of the
plantation workers who were basically of South Indian
origin. The plantation workers who were entirely
dependant on the market for their subsistence and
octher needs became captives of the bazaar towns.

The townships in the Kandyan region were almost
entirely centres of circulation and exchange,
invariably dotted with the local lavel offices of the
colonial state, but devoid of any productive function,
As such no urban working class grew in these townships,
except perhaps a small layer of itinerant unskilled
labourers, who resembled the landless peasantry
within a semi-urban context. Each town had a
hierarchy of merchants who entered into diverse types
of relations with the lower echelons of bureaucracy
and probably represented the nodal points of local

pover.

Within the local socio-economic structure these
three webs of relations, the peasant village, the
plantation and the commercial township represented
specific concentraticns located in the same social
field. These spheres developed a complex structure
of interactions. It is possible to speak of town-
plantation interaction, town-village interection amd
village-plantation interaction as entities that
interact with each other. But it is also correct
to speak of direct relations atl the level of
production and exchange that cut through these spheres.
The merchants in town are linked up as sellers of

commodities and lenders of monz2y toc both plantation
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workers and peasants. A small section of

landless peasants found part-time employment in

the plantations and the English schools located in
the townships produced some of the supervisors who
joined the plantations. Some of the land located

in the townships still belongs to the radala and
various temple lords who therefore act as rentiers to
the merchants. Hence, any discussion of the socio-
economic structure in the Kandyan region should place
due emphasis on these as webs of social relations
which not only interact but also cut through to the

other webs.

After the attainment of independence in 1948,
the tempo of change in the peasant economy
accelerated due mainly to these factors:i (1) The
introduction of the Paddy Lands Act in 1957 which
sought to safeguard the rights of the tenants to the
landa they cultivated and also to enhance their share

of the produce. (ii) Tne introduction of early

varieties of high yielding seed - especially H4 and H8§

varieties - in paddy agriculture which received a
high level of acceptance from the peasantry, and
(iii) the coutinuation of the government guaranteed
price for paddy which stabilized the paddy prices in
the market while ofleriung a reasonable price for the
cultivator. These factors contributed towards
increasing the yield and streugthening the level of
market integration. Paddy ceased to be merely a
subsistence crop; it simultaneously became a
commercial crop as well. Risk taking on the part of
the peasant teudsto increase if and when alteruative

support mechanisms are available. T'he presence of a

widespread welfare system to which the peasant nas
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access is such an altermative support mechanism.
During this period, the peasant could buy rice al a
subsidized price, which was distributed according
to a system of rationing. Hence, one could expect
the peasant to engage in risk taking behaviocur.

The absence of serious resistance to the high
yielding varileties on the part of the peasantry

reflects this.

Thua in those areas where social relations of
production were not fetters on the growth of
productive forces, in other words, those villages
where archaic relations such as service tenure and
share-cropping wers by and large absent witnessed
substantial increases in the paddy yield within the
context of an emerging middle peasantry. With the
expansion of education in the rural arcas - free
education was introduced in 1946 - a stratum of
literati grows out mainly from the ranks of this
middle peasantry. This social stratum rises above
the lcvel of the peasantry by becoming school teachers,
clerks, minor government gervants and Ayurvedic
physiciansa. They became a new social force to be
reckoned with and came to play an important role in

the politics of rural society.

The old landholding femilies in the Kandyan
countryside basically belonged to a single sub-caste,
that of the radala. The rural middle class
howaver, was socially hcterogenecus,the elements
within it coming from different castes. Some
elements in the rural middle class coming from the

castes traditionally associated with the crafts auad



gervices protested against caste hierarchy, and

the maintenance of social distances. Hence, the
emergence of the rural middle class simultaneously
implies the disintegration of the caste system es it
was traditionally understood. The caste system
should possess at least three structural features:
(i) hierarchy, (ii) ascription of division of labour,
and (iii) endogamy. Established status hierarchy,
among diverso castes is now rejected by the socially
mobile and educated members of the craft and service
castes. Some castes, which traditionally occupied
a lower position in the status hierarchy have emerged
with new origin myths to advance their social
position. One such caste, numerous in Harispattuwa,

currently call themselves 'Bodhi Vamsa' and maintain

that they are the descendants of one of those service
groups that came with the sacred Bodhi sapling from
India to Sri Lanka, a sapling of the tree under which
the Buddha is assumed to have attained perfection.
Such an origin story gives the members of this caste
added social confidence and enables them to reject
the claims of superiority of certain other castes.
Hierarchy is not merely the assertion of superiority
by one social stratum, it is also the recognition of
that superiority by the other social strata. The
goigama caste in general and the radala sub-caste in
particular in the Xandyan area still assert their
superiority over the other castes. However, this
assertion no longer goes unchallenged, as the other
castes for sometime have been refusing to fit into a
hierarchised social order. In this sense caste

hierarchy is in serious erosion.
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Caste oriented divjsion ¢f labour too has
suffered serious disintegration. The decay cof the
rural craft sector has compelled many people coming
from the craft castes to depend more and mcere on
agriculture or to turn to new occupations where

traditional caste divisions have no significance.

Endogamy by and large continues, though
marriages between youngsters coming from different
caste backgrounds is not entirely unkrnown. Wwhen
inter-caste marriage takes place, it is still an
affair between ftwo individuals, But traditionally
arranged marriage where two family groups establish
kinship through marital ties still happens within
the caste boundaries. However, even within the
context of caste endogamy important changes have
occurred; the traditional sub-caste differences
within the caste tead to be dincreasingly neglected
even in the case of arranged marriages. In the
Kandyan areas, the large caste of the goigama
traditionally comprised of three strata, t.e radala
at the top of the pyramid, the small community of
patti (the cattle keepers) and the ordinary goigama
who called themselves the "good people". In the
traditional structure, the former two comprised
endogamous groups and the latter being fairly large,
a number of endogamous groups hierarchically
organised and geographically scattered. Recently
however,marriages cutting through these endogamous
groups have beccome rather frequent. The basic form
assumed by such marriages is hypogamy; an educated
professional man of low status marrying a high status

woman within the context of the institution of dowry.

Thus sub-~caste distinctions are on the wane, while



the process achieves greater homogenisation and

status equality within the caste.

All these structural changes however, does not
lcad in tihe direction of the total disappearance or
the dissolution of caste as a socicl group.

Hierarchy is raejected, inter-dining taboos are
violated, social distances are forgotten, traditional
division of labour suffers erosion and endogamy
assumez new forms. Within this context, caate
acquires a new form and a new role; caste as a
comnunity, extended family groups linked to each
other through marital ties and sharing an ideology of
“"togetherness'" and a conscicusness of being

"one people".

(2) Social Stratification

Today in the Kandyan areas, caste organization
by no means exhausts the domain of social
stratification. With the expansion of production
relations characteristic of the capitalist mode of
production, a complex class structure not devoid of
ceriain archaic features has emerged. If in the days
of the Kandyan Kingdom, people were basically divided
into three economic strata in terms of production
relaticons, i.e. radala landlords, smallbolder peasants
and tenant cultivators of d_.fferent grades, today a
number of classes germain to the capitalist mode of
production have made their appearance inter-twined
with archaic social divisions. When Kandyan country-
side is taken as a whole the following social classes

could be identified:
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(a) Radala landlord class: The members of
this class claim descent frewm the principal noble
families and courtiers of the Kandyan Kingdom.

These claims could either be mythical or factual but
in the ideology of domination these definitely play
an important role. These landlords either own land
directly or sometimes indirectly through temple
trusteeships, which peasants cultivate for them,
Surplus is realised in terms of ground rent, trequently
share~cropping. The upper echelon of the Buddhist
priesthood of the Siamese sect, which enjoys
monopollistic control of all the principal land holding
monasteries and temples in the Kandyan area is
exclusively recruited from tiiis class. The radalas
landlord class simultaneously ias a class of -~tate
bureaucrats and professionals, But even when its
members have made in-roads to the modern economy,
they still tend to continue to control land in their
ancestral villages., The land reform of 1972 and
1974 failed toc make a serious impact on this pattern
of landholding a2s the ceiling wes too high. As the
temple controlled land was explicitly exempted from
the reform procedure, even where land ownership was
heavily concentrated, it sti1ll failed to make any

impact.

Asg far as this class is concerned, class and
sub-caste fully coicides, as it 18 simultansously an
endogamous unit with strong iuternal kKinship
linkages. In the paat, especially before 1IS50 its
sccial dominance over the peasantry was almost total.
But this domiuance is somewhal eroded today due to
the challenge on the part of the newly emergent petty

bourgecis groups as explained earlier.
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(b) Middle bourgeoisfa: In the Kaudyan
area, moembers of this class are concentrated in the
provincial townships rather than in the villagas
proper. The capital held by this class is
diversified in a iumber of different operations, but
principally in activities related to circulation
rather than production. Trading, money lending,
trangport, renting agriculiural machinery to the
peasantry, carrying out construction work and other
services to the government on contract, tcurism, etc.,
could be taken as typical activities that forms the
economic base of this class. A typical representative
of this class would emerge as a small merchant with a
shop near a strategic centre in a provincial township.
He goeés through a process of primitive accumulation
through trading and woiiey lending till he accumulates
sufiicient capital, which he may invest in a truck
or a tractor. At this point he branches off to
transport or renting agrarian machinery to the
peasantry in addiition to his customary activities.
The profits earned through the newly opened up
ventures may be used to acquire a number of tractors
or trucks, He may also invest in conatruction work
for the state which is gcnerally thought to be highly
profitable or may open up a small hotel or a guest

house for the tourists.

By the nature of the enterprise that he controls,
in order to prosper, the middle bourgeoisie nceds
atate protection. Obtaining state contracts, loans
from the state Banks, and permits to import agrarian
machinery etc., are dependent on political patronage.
The middle bourgeoisizs is the class that the local

politicians rely upon to finance thecir campaigns. The
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members of this class together with the local
politicians comprise important centres of local

power.

Unlike the social class of landlords, the
middle bourgeoisie iz socially heterogeneous. Not
only different castes but a2lao the different ethnic
groups are represented within it. But the dominant
sections of this class are principally of non-Kandyan
origin. The Sinhalese merchants firom the coastal
areas and the Muslims are rather numerous within its

ranks.

(c) Petty bourgeoisie: This class basically
coincides with what we termed the rural middle class
earlier. As a class that has emerged from the middle
peasantry, it siill retains atrong links with land
and kinship ties with the peasantry. It is a stratum
that <omprises of teachers, clerical and other white
collar occupations, small merchants, traditional
medical practitioners.,astrologevrs, etc. It is
basically a social stratum of lower level professionals

and petty traders with small scale land ownership.

The major avenues of social mobility in
raising this stratum above the level of ths peasantry
have been education and the acrnuiring of wvarious
skills. It is 5 stratum of Sinhnlese educated
literati and as such display strong cultural naticnaligm.
It is a socially heterogenous class, but its roots are
far more local and rural than in the case of the
middle bourgeoisie. Its deep social roots in the
peasantry makes it possible for it to assume a

leadership role in the rural areas.
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It displays hostility to the radala
landlords as well as the middle bourgeoisie. The
former contradiction expressed itself in the
mid-fifties and the sixties as an "anti-~-feudal"
struggle and the latter as regional and ethnic
hostility to the cutsziders. In forging links with
the people, it emphasizes primary group links auch

as caste and kinship.

(d) Middle peasants: This is a rather
numerous class in the Kandyan countryside. It is
basically a class of small holding peasants, who
generally own a padidy field and the land on which their
house stands. Those peasants who are not obliged to
sell their labour power in the rural contex!, in
other worda, those with sufficient land which
geuerates enough income to sustain the peasant family
fall into this class. Craftsmen who own their
instrumenta of production and whose craft production
is gufficient to sustain their families could also bhe

taken as falling within this class.

Middle peasants cultivate their land primarily
with their family labour occasionally rxesorting to
wage labour when tho traditional exchange labour
networks are not in operation. They often produce
a surplus whaich they sell in the market. Socially,
this is a heterogeneous class with a number of
different castes reprcesented within it. Concentrations
of Muslim middle peasaonts are also to be found in the

Kandyan erea.
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(e) Poor peasantg: This probably is
the most numerous social c¢laszs in the Kandyan
countryside. Poor peasants own or enj)oy cultivation
rights to small patches of land. But the yield and
the income generated from these small patchies of land
are totally inadequate to sustain their families.
Hlence the poor peasant is obliged to sell his labour
power for wages in the rural context. Though a
share-cropper culitivating the land of a landlord is
the typical representative of this social class, a
peasant owning a very small patch of land too falls

into the same class.

Due to land fragmentation, a middle peasant
household could fall into thes ranks of the poor
peasantry in the second generation. This class teo
is socially heterogeneous, but it senms that the
craft and service castes contributes more than their

share to its ranks.

(f) Rural workers: Rural workers are totally
devoid of ownership or posssssion rights relating
to productive land. Often they even do not own the
gmall hut where they reside. They exist soleby by
selling their labour power in the rural context.
Their geographical mobility has greatly increased
during the last decade; they have started migrating
seasonally out of the Kandyan area to work in the
newly resettled dry zone, which sometimes brings them

higher wages.
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Rural worker is an itinerant character who
works wherever he could find work and not
necesgsarily in agriculture. ile may undertake non-
agricultural unskilled work in the rural sector,
such as quarrying, brick making, road work, etc.
There is a gradual expansion of the numbers and the
preportion of the rural workers in the Kandyan area,
in many villages they comprise about 25 per cent to

30 per cent of the work force.

(3) Harispattuwa : Population and Economic

Organizatiocn:

Harispattuwa, according to the census of 1981
had a population of 136,699 and it is significant
that the annual growth rate between 1971 and 1981 was
only 0.6 per cent compared with the national average
of 1.7 per cent for the same period. This is no
doubt due to two factors, internal migration and the
repatriation of the plantation workers of Indian
Origine. Harispattuwa being a high population density
area has been experiencing a steady outflow of people
for a number of decades. Between 1963 and 1971,
Kandy district as a whole, experienced a net out-
migration of 29.1 per cent of males to other districts,
particularly to the western coastal belt and the dry
zone peasant re-settlement achemes. The Indian Tamils
in Jarispattuwa who numbered 7,086 in 1971 (5.4 per
cent of the population) dropped to 1,896 (2.1 per cent
of the population) by 1982. The sudden drop in their

nurmbers is due to repatriation as well as internal
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migration. Espacially arter the ethnic riots of
1977 large nuribers of Indian Tamils started migrating
to areas cousidered safer, either to the interior of
the vp~country or to the north and the east of the
Island. Thus the low rate of population growth in
Harispattuwa does not actually reflect the pectential
natural growth rate o¢f the area which prohably is

between 1.2 per cent to 1.4 per cent per annum.

Tablc 1

The Population of Harigpattuwa by

Ethnic Groups - 1981

Population
Low country Sinhalese 5,607
Up country Sinhalese 96,539
Sri Lankan Tamils 1,577
Indian Tamils 1,896
Sri Lankan Moors (Muslims) 30,729
Burgzhers 192
Malays 72
Others 87
TOTAL 136,699

As indicated in the Table above the Kandyan
Sinhalese are the predominant group in the area,
followed by the Muslims. The Muslims are concentrated
in certain villages, the Indian Tamils are confineid to
plantations and the Sri Lankan Tamils are scattercd in

the arca.



41

Harispattuwa 13 a collection of small
villages, plantations and the area is dotted
with small tcwnships and bazaars. Some villagers
work on the plantations and scme cultivate
plantation crops intended for the market. FEach
village has a tra.t of paddy fields and in addition
the peasants have home gardens. The common crops
cultivated in these gardeus are tea, rubber, coconut,
vegetables, cardemons, cinnamon, pepper, cloves and
other spices intended primarily for the market. The
paddy yield in Harispattuwa is modest, the average
being 40-50 bushels per acre. A part of this

production too finds its way to the market.

Harispattuwa couvers an area of 55 square miles
or 35,000 acres, with a cultivated area of 31,000
acres or 86 per cent of the area. Population density
in 1981 was 2,48% individuals per square mile. Of the
cultivable land 1,600 acres remain uncultivated and
the bulk of it is in the hands of private
individuals. The uncultivated land owned by the
state barely amounts to 300 acres. The problem of a
large and growing population and the static agrarian
resources therefore act as constraints to the
economic growth and prosperity of the area. Population
growth within this context has led to an acute
fragmentation of land into uneconomic units and the

expansion of the number of landless rural workers.

According to the Cramodaya Mandala Resource
Survey, there are 16,448 individual holdings in
Harispattuwa. Over 50 per cent of these holdings are

less than 1/2 an acre in extent, of this a good



proportion is less than 1/4 of an acre. Only

about 8 per cent of the holdings are over 5 acres
in extent. Over 50 per cent of the paddy land in
Harispattuwa is owner cultivated, and 33 per cent is
under share-cropping wath the balance forming lasase

holdings.

Table 2

Size ofﬁkgnd Holdings in Harispatltuwa
Extent Number
Less than 1/2 acre 8192
1/2 - 1 acre 4049
1 - 3 acres . 2541
3 - 5 acres 1056
Over 5 acres 610
Total number of holdings 16448

It is possible to asasums that Harispattuwa has
aprroximately 22,800 nuclear family unite. IT so,
6300 nuclear family units or nearly 28 per cent in
Harispattuwa are totaliy landless. On the other hand,
the minute sub-divisicn of land which has turned a
substantial number of holdings into uneconomic pearcels
acts as an impediment to agricultural progress. This
fragmentation is primarily due to traditional customs
pertaining to inheritance which lay down the division
of parental property between children, both male and

female, on a roughiy egqual basis.
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Smallholders find it difficult to improve
technicques of cultivation due to lack of capital
resulting in low yields and low income which makes
it impossible to invest in agriculture. Thus,
they are caughtina vicious circle from which they
find it diflfi1cult to escape. These small cultivators
ofren derive only a meagre income firom Llheir small
plots and are hence cumpelled to engage in diverse

activities for wages.

Minute fragnmentation of holdings also gives
rise to various praciices of rotation, which 1in
themselves hinder agriculturanl production. QOQne such

practice prevaleut in the area is "thattumaru"”, a

number of owners cultivating the plot in rotation,
without resorting to further gubedivision. In such
circumstances, cultivators do not tend to take a long-
term interest in improving the irrigation and drainage
facilities as they think that the benefits will

accrue to those who follow them in cultivating the

plot. The system of thattumaru has thus solved the

problem of microscopic division by enabling a number
of cwners to cultivate the field in rotation, while
simultaneocusly disccocuraging them to take a long term
interest in the improvement of the conditions of

production.

Share cropping is prevalent in paddy and a
numver of methods are resorted to in the division of
the product. In the traditional system, the land
owner provides the seecd paddy to the share-cropper and
also bears a part of the costs of cultivation. The
share~cropper is obliged to pay back the seed paddy

with an interest of 30 per ccent and half of the harvest
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to the land owner. Other methods have come into
prominence in the recent decades where the land

owner provides not only the seed paddy but alsec the
fertilizer, insecticide and other costs of
cultivation, In such cases after recovering the
geed paddy with intercest, the landlord recovers the
money that he has spent on the field, using the
current market price of paddy as the index. The
rest of the harvest is then divided into two sgual
shares, one going to the land nwner and ths other to
the tenant. As the plots are often less than half
an acre and the yields are low (%40-~50 bushels per
acre) after various deductions, the share-cropper
often does not obtain more than 8-10 bushels of paddy
per season, which is unlikely to fetch more than

Rs. 560.00 to Rks. 700.00 in the market today (August
1982). Various reform legislation® however, lay

dewn that the share-cropper should pay only 1/4 of
his harvest to the land owner, and makes no provision
for the landowner to provide sesd paddy or any other
expenses, There are a {few share-~-croppers who
cultivate on this basis and pay the landowners the
legally prescribed share. But by and large, the
traditional method of share-cropping outiined ecarilier

gtill prevails in Harispattuwa.

The range of creps is small., Nearly half the
cultivated land is under paddy, tea and spices.
Hubber and coconut are cultivated in about 900 acres,
mostly in smallholdings. Only few plantations under

these crops exceed 20 acres 1n extent.
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Table 3
ggtterns ot &and Use

Type of Crop Acreage
Paddy 3686
Tea 2629
Coconut 638
Rubber 253
Others 7601
Uncultivated - State 295
Uncultivated - Private 1346
TOTAL 16,448

A fair amount of land classified as "others"
in the Table is utilized for the cultiivation of
spices, mainly uautmeg, cloves, pepper and cardamom.
These items referred to as "minor-export products",
arc presently fetching high prices in the overseas
market. For instance, a kilogram of dried cloves
that used to fetch Rs. 40.00 tc Rs. 50.00 in the mid-
seventies is currently (August 1982) fetching prices
between k. 250.00 to Rs. 300.00. The common practice
in the area is for the owicers of spice trees to
lease them out to traders every season. A fully
grown clove tree currently fetches arouud Rs. 7000,00;
but such incomes are not regular as the yields are
highly variable. The 'price hike" in the spices has
introduced a selective income boom. But 1t is
needless to empnasize that it is the landowusrs and _
among tnem the large landholders who stand to gain

from this inflation.



Animail husbandry in the Kandyan villages has
never taken a pronounced commercial orientation.
Livestiock farming for the purpose of meal production
is totally absent, though some cattle and goats
eventually find their way to slaughter houses through
Muslim traders. But it was the established practice
in traditional society to rear cattle and buffaloes as
draught animals and for milk products. The increasing
population and the consequent expansion of the
residential and cultivated area has drastically reduced
the potential pasture land available for cattle
farming. Poultry keeping wihich doaess not require wmmuch
space has progressed somewhat recently, and is especially

associated with the Muslim villages.

Table 4
Livestock Farmingz in Harispattuwa

Cattle 2289

Buffaloes 1656

Goats 1426

Pigs 23

Poultry 19590

TOTAL 24984
Sourcae: Gramodava Mandala Resource Survey, 1982,

Thoughh a substantial section of the people of
Harispattuwa are associated with agriculture, a number
of non~agricultural occupations are also acquiring
prominence in the occupational distribution. Those

engaged in paddy agriaculture tend to go for other forms
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of economic activity during the slack Beason. In
addition, the modern economy too has made a
significant impact on the current economic
organization of the arca and such occupations as
teachers, clerks, technicians and drivers figure
promirently in the occupational distribution. There
is widespread unemployment and endemic under-employment.
Unemployment defined as being totally out of any
gainful economic activity is largely prevalent among
the educated young coming within the 18-30 age cohort.
Endemic under-employment is widespread among poor
poasants, rural workers and artisans. Both of these
features,however,are not peculiar to Harispattuwa, it
is a nation wide phenowenon that has attracted much

attention,

Table 5
Occupational Distribution
Professionals 243
Teachers and Clerks 2608
Technicians 676
Smiths 364
Drivers 1462
Carpenters 1913
Masons 774
Peasants 8753
Plantation workers 5440
Unemployed and under-employed 30000
Others 9823
TOTAL 62103

Source: Gramodaya Resource Survey, 1982,



Ancther avenue of econcemic spportunity
available te the villagers of Harispattuwa is
cettage industry. Handloom spinning and weaving,
beedi making, carpentry ,lacgquer and brass work,
qQuarryinyg, brick making and pottery are some of these
cottage industries. Most of 1lhaese 1industries depend
on locally available raw materials. Traditional
brass and lacquer works havae enioyed a boom in the
recent years due to the expansion of demand fer these
items from the tourist trade and the urban middle
class. But there is no direct linkage between the
consumer and the craftsman. Tourist sheps in Kandy
purchase these items from the craftsmen and sell them
to the counsumers at a much higher price. Sometimes
tlie tourist shop owner advances the necessary raw
material to the rural craftsman with the undsrstanding
that the craftsman in turn will sell the finished
product to the shop at a discount. Though the brass
and lacquer workers are still not getting a reasonable
price for their products, their situation has improved
somewhat due to the expansion of the market. This
cannot be said about other cottage industries such as
spinning and weaving and the craft of the blacksmiih.
Spinning and weaving which enjoyed a degree of success
during the import substitution phase of the Sri Lankan
ecowromy has faced almost virtual collapse due to the
liheralisation of import trade. Tne cralfi of the
blacksurth has keen steadily decliaing due to

competition from factory proJjuced commod:ties.

The economic organization of Harispattuwa does
wot differ radically [rom that of the Kandyan country

side, but for the rather important positiom occupied
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by the sgspices in the ecaonomy. 1t is basically
an acea of peasant production,where some aspects of

the medern cconocmy has made in-roads,

L. Rural Communities in llarispattuwa :

Structural Variations

The discussion in the preceding section
attempted to view the economic organization of
Harispattuwa in geueral, without attempting to identify
any subatypes. it was primarily based on secondary
data provided by the Census reports, Kandyan Peasantry
Commission Report, Basic Village Survey Data & Gramodaya
Rescurce sSurvey Data. Now it is necessary to
emphasize structural variations by investigating

diflrerent types of rural communities in detail.

The socio-economic structure of Harispattuwa
while displaying features common tu the Kandyan
countryside in general, also displays certain
specaficities, Thesa specificities can best be
analysed at the level of concrete social ensembles at

the village level.

The socio-economic structure of Harispattuwa
displays a structural unity in so far as the same
forces and influences worked to fashiou it. But the
differential combinations of the same structural
relarionsg introduce diversity at the level of the
concrete social formation. In order to lay due

emphasis on this diversity an attempt will be mede to
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link up these variations with a concept of sub-

systems,

(A) Peasant small-holder sub-system

This is characterisad by the following
teatures. (i) Absence of large landlerds leading
to the somewhat umnequal digtribiution of productive
land among the peasant families themselves; (ii) Thue
c¢rucial importance of subsistence oriented as well as
market oriented agriculture in the village ecconomy;
(iii) Absence of traditioual social hierarchies
within the village context or caste homogencity;
(iv) The presence of an afi{luent peasant stratum in
the viliage who retain and accumulate a part of the
surplus they produce and (v) A group of literati,
who have emerged from the ranks of the afiluent
peasant stratum and have become white collar workers,

and constitute a rural middle class.

Among the villages visited and examined,
Dolapihilla seems to display almost all the features
mentioned above. It is a binhalese Buddhist village
wilh no ethnic or religious mixture. Nearly 94 per
cent of its population beleongs to a single caste,

the one currently called Bodhi Vamsa closely inter-

linked by kinship ties. The village also has a
gprinkling of druammer caste p=aople who do not exceed

6 per cent.
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Iable 6
Land Dislribution

Paddy Laud Home & Garden
Acres Number % Number %

Landless 89 52.66 L 2.38
0 - (.25 13 7.69 23 13.6

0.25 - 0.49 25 14.79 54 31.95
0.5 ~ 0.99 23 13.6 56 33.14
1.0 -~ 1.99 13 7.69 24 14.2

2.00 - 2.99 3 1.78 8 4.73
3.00 = 3.99 1 0.59 - -
4,60 - 4.99 - - - -
5.00 and over 2 1.18 - -
TOTAL 169 100.00 169 100.00

Those who are totally landless amount only to
2.38 per cent of the population. This means that
almost every family in Dolapihilla owns at leasgt the
plot of land on which the house stands, 65 per cent of
the householders own a homestead compound varying
between quarter of an acre and one acre. In relation
to the serious problem of londlessness that the
Kandyan peasants in general suffer from at least as
far 29 residential land is concerned Dolapihilla

peoplse seem to be in a better position.

Ownership of paddy land too is not all that
heavily concentrated; there are two households that

own wmore than 5 acres of paddy and both of them
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together own 12 acres. The bulk of the paddy

land owners have plots varying between quarter of
an acre to ¢ne acre., But the problem of
landlessness is acute in the paddy sector, 89
households or nearly 53 per cerni of the total number
of households do not own even an inch of paddy land.
But there are 42 households who work as tenant
cultivators on paddy land belonging to others. It
is logical to assume that the everwhelming majoritiy
of these share-~croppers come from the 89 households
who do not own any paddy land. If this is assumed
to be 42, nearly half of those without paddy land

work as share=-croppers on the land belonging to

others.
Table 7
Land Distribution : Aunnual Earnincs

Income Groups Number Total Income %
Less than 1000 - - -
1000 -~ 1999 2 2,968 0.29
2000 - 2999 12 29,884 1.94
3000 - 3999 11 39,180 2.54
4000 - 4999 29 126,280 8.21
5000 -~ 9999 73 519,628 33.73
10,000 - 19,999 30 401,214 26.04
20,000 -~ 50,000 11 334,774 21.73
50,000 and over 1 86,600 5.62

— —_— ——— e ————

TOTAL 169 1,540,534 100.00

—————
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It is possivle to identify three strata
of income carners i Dolapihilla, (i) those who
earn less thaua Rs. 41,000.00 per annum, (ii) whose
who earn Rs. 4,000.00 to ps. 20,000.00 per annum and
(ii1) those who earn over Rs. 20,000.00 per annum,.
In Uolapihilla, those in the first category, w!o
definitely come below the government prescribed
povcity line (Rs. 4,200.00), number 25 houscholds,
which works ocut to 15 per cent of the incoma
recrnivers, On the otlier hand 75 per cent of the
income reccivers get over se 4,000.00 and under
Bs. 20,000.00, whereas 7% earn more than Rs. 20,000.00
per anuum, Thus a substantial section of the
income ecarners are concentrated in the middle income
group with 73 households or 43 per cent of the
income earners concentrated in the Bs. 5,000.00 to
Rs. 10,000.00 group. However, income dastribution
at the extreme ends isg rather skewed; at the top
7 per cent of the income carners obtain 27 per cent
of the total, at the bottom nearly 1% per cent of
the income earners obtain less than 5 per cent of
the total income, Nevertheless, more than three
fourth of the households fall within the category

of middle level inceome carners. (Table 8).

In Dolapihilla, 14.3 per cent of the adults
are illiterate; this does not differ very much from
the national average. Only 5.5 per cent of the males
are illiterate, whercas illiteracy among women
amounts to 21.6 per cent reflecting serious gender
diffe: ences at thig level. However, when one moves
up the educational ladder, the gender differences

diminish. Among the 84 persons (16.3 per cent) who
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have obtained G.C.LE. (0/L)} or o higher qualification
there are 40 men and 44 women. All these men and
women are desirous of doing white collar jobs. But
due to the ascarcity of such jobs, those who succeed
in obtaining white coliar employment are small in

number.

Table 8

Educational lLevels of Adults over 18

zea(-_g_
Male Female Total
No. % No. % No. 9
Ylliterate 13 6.56 61 21.63 74 14,34
No schooling but
literate - - - - - -
Grade 1=5 91 38.80 70 24.82 161 31.20
Grade 6-10 90 38.46 107 37.94 197 38.18
G.C.E.(0/L) or % 14.53 50 14.18 74 1h4.34
equivalent .2 * B
G.C.E. (A/L) or )
equivalent 5 2.14 2 c.71 7 1.36
Tertiary Diploma 1 0.43 1 0.36 2 0.39
Degree - - 1 0.36 1 0.19
TOIAL 234 100.00 282 100,00 516 100.00

Tha pattern cof occupaticnal distribution cited
(Table 9) partly derives from land distributicen. A
sipgnificant seclion of the householders, 16 per cent,
own ce¢nourh land to be clagssifind aszs middla peasants.

But the largest catcgory, 31 per cent, are poor peasants



Table 9

Occupational Distribution of the Heads

of llouseholds

Number %

Professional 0 0
White collar 11 6.6
Traders/Shop Keeper 14 8.3
Artisans 9 5.3
L.andlords 5 2.9
Middle peasants 27 16.2
Por peasants 53 31.5
tural workers 32 19.2
Urban workers 14 8.3
Plantation workers 0 0
Others o 0
Unemployed 3 1.7

168 100.0

whose land holdiugs are insufficient to bring them

an adequate income and therefore are obliged to work
as rural workers in addition to cultivating their
plots of land. But the proportion of the rural
workers, who comprise about 25 per cent of the heads
of houseliolds in many Kandyan villages, is rather low

in Dolapihilla amounting only to 8.3 per cent. This
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is due to two reasons: (i) majority of the

people owning some land and (ii) widespread share-
cropping. Wilhin the coutext of agriculture the
most typical cultivator in Declapihilla is a person
who cultivates a reunted or directly owned rlot of
paddy land wnile combining it with wage work. Cn
the other hand, the middle persant stratum has given
rise to a small group of white collar workers, who
have attained their pesitioens through education. ‘The
two most prominent jobs coming withan this catcyory
are those of the teacher and c¢lerk. The artisans,
who often own productive land but generally derive
their main income from their :rafts amount to 5 per
cent, A slightly larger section of the houscholders
are cvangaged in tradine and running shops, tiut the
scope ol operations and the levels of their capital
accumitlation vary widely; irrespective of being
engaged in the same occupation they are in fact a
heterogenous group. There are no householders in
Dolapihilla who have attained professional status.
But there are some young university graduates who
hbave yet to establish their nuclear families. The
younyg graduates coming iiyom a rural background are
currently facing an acute prohlem of unemployment.
Many of them will find it 1umpossible to find jobs
with professional status; sowme may eventually find

employment as white collar werkers.

The system of digssuinyg rice rations at a
gubsidized price to the consumer:. which was 1in
exrstence €rom the period of the Second World war was

discontivued in 19?8. To repiace it a system of
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"food stamps' was introducéd, whicth unlike the

former system covercd only those falling below the
poverty line which is defined as those who obtain

an income of less thon Rs. 300/= per month, per
household. A monctary value is attached to these
foaod stamps and the recipient can claim a number of
stipulated food items from particular shops for the
value of these stamps. In Dolapihilla 57.4 per cent
of the households are currently in receipt of food
stamps. Thirty five per cent of the households
receive stamps worth Rs, 300,00 to Bs. 1000.00 per annum,
15 per cent receive those worth Rs. 1000.00 to

Rs. 1500,00 and 6 per cent receive stamps worth over
Rs. 150.00 In addition, one household was receiving

a monthly allowance as social security.

This indeed contradicts the income figures
cited earlier, According to the figures psrtaining
to income distribution only 15 per cent of the
households should be receiving food stamps whereas
57.4 per cent are in fact in receipt of them. This
is probably AQue to two factors: (i) deliberate
under-estimations of income being presented to the
state agencies by the householders, whereas our field
investigators were able to collect more accurate
data and (ii) the income estimations pertaining to
the issue of food stamps were carried out in 1978,
when the proportion of income earns coming below
Rs. 300.00 per montli would have been higher than what
it is now. The high ratle of inflation that prevailed
during the last few years contributed to the increase

in monatary income in the rural areas.
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The major economic activities in Dolapihilla
are oriented towards agriculture, vith the over-
whelming majority of the householders deriving the
ma jor portion of their income from agriculture and
related activities. Those wlio are clasyified as
white collar workers, traders and &rtisans too are
not totally delinked from land. All of them exrther
own or possess productive land and this hrings them
an additional income. When compared with the
general conditions prevailing in the Kandyan country-
side Dolapihilla could be taken as a relatively

prosperous village.

(B) Landlord dominated sub-system

This is characterized by the following features:
(i) Concentration of land owpership in the hands of
a few families leading to widespread landlessness
among the peasantry; (ii) Presence of a high
proportion of tenant cultivators, share-croppers
and rural workers among the peasanlry; (iii) Agriculture
acquiring a position of crucial importance in the
village eccuomy; the landlorcds displaying a strong
market orientation and the peasauntry a suhsistence
orientation; (iv) Preseunce of traditional socael
hierarchies within the village contexi, hence casteo
heterogeneity or long established social and
endogamous distinctions betwecen the landlords and the
peagsautry, (v) A stratum of afifluent peasants not
being prominent and (vi) the absence of a literati

emerging from the ranks of the peasantry.
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Among the villages vigited and examined
Mandandawela tends Llo approximate the sub-system
outlinced above. It is an exclusively a Sinhala
Buddhist village; over 95 per cent of its population
helcnys to a single caste, the goigama with a

sprinkling of bodhivamsa people and drummers.

However, the goiguma in the village are divided into
hierarchical status groups, the landlords maintaining
a social distance from the peasant goigama and not

comprising an endogamous group.

Table 10
Land Distribution
Paddy Land House & Garden
Acres
No. % No. %

Landless 79 79.0 14 14.0
0 - 0.25 1 1.0 12 12.0
0.25 = 0.49 7 7.0 22 22.0
0.5 - G.99 7 7.0 26 26.0
1.0 - 1.99 5. 5.0 19 19.0
2.0 -~ 2.99 - - 2 2.0
3.0 - 3.99 - - 2 2.0
4,0 - 4.99 - - - -
5.00 and over 1l 1.0 3 3.0

100 100.0 100 100.0
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As far as paddy land is concerned 79 per
cent of the householders do not own a single inch
of land. There are a few owner-cultivators who own
less than an acre and a single landlord who owns
more than five acres of paddy land. In Mandandawela,
there are 6 owner non-cultivators who have given
their land on tenancy to 22 tenant cultivators. Thus,
the concentration of paddy land at one end of the
spectrum leads to widespread share-cropping at the

other end.

Somewhat akin to Dolapihilla, residential land
is8 unequally distributed among the households; only
14 per cent of the households not owning any land.

On the other hand 48 per cent of the householders own
less than 1/2 an acre of residential land. Twenty one
per cent own 1 acre to 3 acres of highland and can be
taken as a gmall layer of middle level land owners.

At the extreme end of the spectrum there is one
landlord owning 13 acres of highland and 5 acres of

paddy land.

In addition to inequitable distribution it
should be emphasized that the available paddy
culitivated extent is rather small in Mandandawela,
which is due to hilly terrain. The paddy f{ield
attached to the village barely exceeds 15 acres.

Even when land is given on share-cropping, the tenant
cultivator tends to receive a rather small plot seldom
exceeding 1/4 of an acre, often even smaller than that.
Thiy acute fragmentation of land, not necessarily at
the level of ownership units but at the level of

operaticnal units sets definyte obstacles to agricultural

progress.
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Within the context of Mandandawela, due
to the paucity of the available paddy land and due
to the type of crups cultivated, highland acquires
importance in the cconcmy. Highland here is
cultivated with mixed crops, coffee, nutmeg, coconut,
cardanmom, pepper and cloves which are all mainly
commercial crops, Spices in goneral bring high
income but in a situation of inequitable land
distribution income from these too accrue to the

land holding families.

Table 11
Income Discribution : Annual Enrnings
Rugggg

Income Groups Number Total Income %
Less than 1000 2 1,208 0.1
1000 -~ 1999 b 9,164 1.0
2000 - 2999 11 25,705 2.9
3000 - 3999 8 27,508 3.0
4000 - 4999 16 69,256 7.7
5000 - 9999 32 254,854 28.5
10,009 « 19,999 17 225,374 25.2
20,000 - 50,00 7 231,985 25.9
50,000 and over 1 50,675 5.7
TOTAL 100 895,729 100.0

It is possi. .e to make use of the three income
groups that were used in relation to Dolapihilla to
interpret the above data. (i) Low income group:

thosc ecarning less than Rs, 4,000.00 comprise 27 per



cent of the househalds, (i) Hiddle income group:
those ocarning between Rs. 4,000.00 and gs. 20,020.00
amount to 65 pcr cent of the heouseholds, (iii)

High income group: those earning over s. 20,000.00
amount to 8 per cent of the households. In
comparison to Dolapihilla there are morce poor pcople
in Mandandawela the low income group being 27 per
cent compared with only 15 per cent in the former
village. Consequently the middle income group in
Mandandawela is smaller but still covers the majority
of the households amounting te 65 per cent. ‘the
size of the high income gronp in Mandandawela is
comparable to that of Dolopihilla, but tho share of
the total income going to them is higher in
Mandandawela. In this village 8 per cent of the
top income earners reccive 11 per cent of the total
inccme, whereas the bottom 27 per cent of the income
earners have to be satisfied with 7 per cent of the
total income. Herice the gap betwecen the "havesg"

and the "have nots" is rather wide in Mandandawela.

In terms of levels of 1literacy, Mandandawela
is above the national averagr, as only 7 per cent
have reported to be illiterate. The familiar male/
female difference in the proportions of those
illiterate is also present, with 3.5 per cent of the
males reporting illiterate compared with nearly 11 per
cent of females who report illiterate. Ag cne rises
up the educational ladder their gender differcnce
dininishes, weth 30 per cent of the males and 25 per
cent of the females obteining G.C.E. (0/L) or above.

(Table 12).
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Table 12.

Educational Levels of Adults over 18

lf_tiﬂ Irs
Male IFemale Total

No. % No. % No. Y
Illiterate 5 3.52 17 10.69 22 7.31
Ne¢ schooling
but literate - = - - - =
Grade 1-5 26 18.31 31 19.50 57 18.94
Grade 6-10 68 47.89 71 44 .65 139 46.18
G.C.E. (0/L) or 34 23.9% 34 21.38 68 22.59

equivalent

G.C.E. (A/L) or
equivalent

Tertiary Diploma L 2.82 Y 2.52 8 2.65
Degree - - - - - -
TOTAL 142 100 159 100 301 100

In terms of levels of education attained,
Mandandawela compares well with other villages, as
more than 25 per cent of the adults have completed
G.C.E. (0/L) or have gone further. But this is not
necessarily reflected in occupational distribution as
only 9 per cent of the heads of households have been
successful at obtaining white collar jobs. Those with
high educational yqualifications are heavily concentrated
in the 18-30 age group where the rate of unemployment

is rather high.
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Table 13

Occupational Distriktution of the Heads

of Hmlsehnl'igsr_

number %
?rofessionals - -
White collar 9 9.0
Trader/Shopkeeper 2 2.0
Artisans 5 5.0
Landlords 1 1.0
Mid peasants 12 12.0
Poor peasants 2 26.0
Rural worvrkers 27 27.0
Urban workers 6 6.0
Plantation workers - -
Others - -
Unenployed 9 9.0

100 100.0

The ocrupntional distribution in Mandaudawela
is closely related to the palterm of land holding.
A stratum of middle peasxants nre present, but their
proportion is rather small. un the other haud,

56 rer .ent of the houscholderas are eitbevr poor
peasants or rural workers, which means Llhat they deo

net own or possess enough prodactive land to provide



them with a livelihood and are therefore

dependant either partially or solely on wage work
within the rural context. A different pattern of
land distribution, which assured almost everyone
with some highland in UJolapihilla reduced the
piroportion of Jlandless rural workers in that wvillage
to 19 per cent. ln Mandandawela, whero land
distsirrbution 1s highly unequal the proportion of

rurnl workers amounts to 27 per cent.

The white collar stratum in Mandandawela is
comparatively large (9 per cent). But unlike in
Dolapihilla they do not come from tho ranks of the
peasantry. The white collar workers in Mandandawela
are from the ranks of tine landlord families. For
instance, the largest landlord in the village is
gimultaneously a director of a state corporation.
Though he should have been classified as a profsssional
in the table he appears as a landlord as the income
coming from his land fuar exceeds hisg other sourcces of

revenue.

It should also be noted that the prepartion of
artisans and urban workers is rather low in this
village. This further testifies to the comparative
lack of prosperity in Mandandawela. In a village
whers the bulk of the people are pocr peasants and
rural workers, they are unlikely to acquire the skills
needed for the above vocations, The position of an
urban worker is definilely more secure than that of
a poor peasant or a rural worker, An urban worker

enjoys a monthly salary, job security and if his

employer is the state uvr a large company a number of
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other benefits. Two artisans, especially
carpenters and masons enjoy comparatively higher
wages though they do not get a monthly salary. Due
to the construction boom in the recent years and
the exodus to the Middle-East on the part of the
ski.led craftsmen, the real wage levels in thais
sector went up. The proporyien of urban woerkers
and artisaus in Mandandawela no doubt reflects the
baclkwardness of tbis village in the development of
skills. Among these cited as unemployed are a
number of old widows living alone in small huts, who

are dependent on close relatives for sustenance.

One would c¢xpeclt the proportion of those
recciving "food stamps' to be high in this vaillayge.
This 28 in fact sv, 61 per cent of the hourrholds are
recipients of foud stamps. Forty three per cent of
the households are receiving food stamps worth
Bs. 200.00 - Ks. 100D.00 per annum, Fourteen per cent
recaive stamps wcrth Rs. 1000.00 - Rs. 1500 and 4 per
cent receaive stamps worth over Rs. 1500.00, In
addition, seven households are receiving a monthly

aliowance as soclal security.

Thus Mandandawela i3 a good representative
example of a village, where land ownership is heavily
concentrated in the handsof a few families. This
lecads to the expansion of the wtrata of poor
peasianls and rural werkers on ona hand and the
contraction of the layer of the middle peasantry on
the other. Middle p=asants slide down to lower
atrata due to land fragmentation as laid down by the
inheritance practices. As a resnlt a skilled or an

educated stratum does not arise from the neasantry.
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The white collar worlers present in Mandandawela

are mainly from the landed families. Whereas the
sub~sysgtem which Dolajrihilla represents is full of
trends generating social mobility, this sub-gystem
at lcast as social mobility 18 concerned presents a

static picture.

(C) New Rural Settlement Sub-5ystem

This is characterised by the following features:
(i) Settlement of landless peasants from the
neighbouring villages on government allocated peripheral
land; (ii) Allecation of a small plot of peripheral
land often varying betwecu a quarter of an acre and
half an acre to each fomily for residential purposes;
(iii) Small nolder cultivation not being the mainstay
of tlie economy of the settlements; (iv) The main
ecouomic orientation of the settlers tend to be wage
labour both within the context of agriculture as well
as out of it; (v) Social heterogeneity in terms of
diverse caste origins supplemented by the softening of
social hierarchy due to rough equality in the economic
position; (vi) Absenc: of sharp class differentiation

within the settlement.

Among the villages coming within the purview
of thiis siudy, Batuambe tends to approximate the sub-
systenm outlined above, This i8 a relatively new
highland settlement established under the government
sponsored village expansion scheme, Each settler
family was allocated quarter of an acre of highland
for homestead. Though cvery traditional wvillage has
a pandy tield attached to it, in the new rural
gotilemcnts this 14 nol the acaso. Except for a

handrul of settlers owning one or two plots of paddy
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in their ancestral villages, the resident
population of Batuambse is almost landless in

relation to paddy land.

Except for one Muslim household, the entire
gsettlement 1s Sinhala Buddhist. But in terms of
castc origin it displayvs a diversity that is not
generally encecuntecred in the traditional Kandyan
villages. Fifty six per cent of the householders
belong to the drummer's castes and 24 per cent to the
bodhivamsa caste. The goizama who form the majority
when the Kandyan area is taken as a whole, here forms
a minority which amounts only to 14 per cent. The
settlers by and large come from the ranks of the

landless peasants in the mneighbouring villages.

Table 14,
Land Distribution
Ac Paddy Land House & Garden
cres No. 9 No. %

Landless 87 G7.75 19 21.35
Less than 0.25 1 l.125 - -
002 - 0.‘*9 - - 70 78.65
0.5 -« 0.99 1 1.125 - -
1.00 - 1-99 - - - -

89 100.00 89 100.00

The table al.ove bringg cut the specificity of
land distribution in Hatuambe. unly two households
own plots of paddy in their ancestral village; 98

per ccent do not own any paddy land. However, when



share~cropping arrangements are cxamined it

becomes apparent thalt ten households in the
soltlirient arce anvolved in share-cropping in the
paddy tields located 1t the nearby villages.
Nineteen households do not even own any residential
land, A fair number of such households consists of
recentily established nuclear families who occupy the
same compound as the parental families do. This is
but an initial iadication of the acute problem of
land firazmentativon that is bound to set in as

pcpulation increascs.

Tahle 15

Income Distiribution : Aunual Earnines

Kupees
Income Groups Number Total Income %
Less than Rs.1000 1 674 .05
1000 -~ 1999 - - -
2000 ~ 2999 2 5368 45
3000 - 3999 1 3874 .3
5000 ~ 4999 8 35912 3.0
5000 - 9999 30 230156 19.5
10,000 - 19,999 34 468401 39.7
20,000 - 50,000 11 268680 22.7
50,000 and over 2 167774 14.3

89 1180839 100.00
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Those who earn lesa thon ke &,000.00 are
marginal in patuambe - 4 housecholds. Nearly
81 per cent of the househnlds fall into the middle
income group, whereas 14.6 per cent of the hou:eholds
belong to the higher income group earning over
fisoe 20,000.00 per annum. Thus %.5 per cent of the
households who are at the bottom earn only 0.8 per
cent of the total income, wherwas 14.6 per cent of
the income earmers at the top carn 37 per cent ol the
total income. The income distribution is wore
skewed than in Mandandawela, but it is less than in

Dolapihilla.

It is indeced a singular fact that over 1% per
cent of a scettlement like Batuambe are earning over
Rse 20,000.00 a year, as this is basicalily & scttlement
of rural workers , artisans, itinerant peddlars etc.
But there are a number of special factors in operation
in a settlement of this sort, which is absent in a
peasant village. One such factor is that income
almost exclugively comes in the form of wuages,
paymecuts and profits, that is in monetary terms. In
a pcasant village only a part of the net income
appears in the monctary form, the rest of the peasant
produce beinyg uscd for consumption purposes. In
thias sense, the income figures of a setitlemesnt of this
type are more accurate as each monetary item is taken
inte account, whereas income ia a peasant context
tends to be under-estimated. It is also signmaficant
that the settlement has 1% traders and 18 artisans.
The truaders in this settlement are mostiy itinerant
pcddlars and are unlikely to earn large profits,

However, the wages and payments received by artisans
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have recorded a significant increase in the

recent years.

or mason) can earn around Rs.

(Augnst 1982).

threc artisans concentrated within it,
two grown up sons for ianstance,

itogcther would be

An experienced artisan (carpenter

50.00 at present

fathor and

+ble to earn an income of

If a particular nuclear family has

the three artisans

Rs. 30.000.00 to Rs. 40,000.00, provided they obtain

regular work.

Table 16
E;ycational Levels of Adults over 18
years
Male Female Total 9%
No. % No. %
Tlliterate 16 5.36 23 13.53 39 11.44
No schooling
but Jiterate - - - - - -
Grade 1-5 67 39.18 59 34.71 126 36.95
Grade 6-=10 66 318.6 66 38.82 132 38.71
G.C.L.(U/L) or
equivalent 18 10.53 19 11.18 37 10.85
t.C.£.{a/L) or
equivialent 1 0.58 3 1.76 i 1.17
Tertiary Diploma - - - - - -
Degree 3 1.75 - - 3 0.88
TOTAL 171 100 170 100 341 100




leven per cent of itHe adults in Batuambe
are illiterate,which is slighily lower than the
notional averase. Here, tou only 9 pe;- cent of
the maules are 1lliterate while the proportiou ameng
women is about 14 per ccent. HHovever, this changes
as one mmoveg up the educational ladder. Among Lhose
whio were successful at G.C.E. (/L) examination or
higher examinations there are nearly 13 peor cent
males, the percentage of females with similar

qualifications being nearly 12 per cent,

In terms of qualificatious that could lead to
white collar employment, the levels of education in
Batuambe are mnot satisfacteory. But it shonld be
noted that three males have completed their university

degrees successfully.

Table 17

Occupational Distribution of the Heads

Housenolds

Nuwber %
I'"ofessionals - -
White coliar 3 3.4
Traders and Shopkeepers 14 15.7
Artisans 148 20.2
Landlorcds - -
Mid peasants - -
t'oor peasants 3 3.4
hiral workers 30 33.7
Urovan workers 1o 20.2
Plantation workers - -~
Others - -
Une ployed 3 ek

TOTAL 89 100.0
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The occupational distribution in Batuambe
dervives from the vivitual absence of productive lang
in ithe settlcecment. Only three appear as peasaunt
housecholds. The largest group as expected are the
rural worikers, whe reside in the settlement and go i1n
search of work to the nearby villoges. They also
tend to imigrate to the dry zone of the country in the
peak peraicds of the paddy cultivation cycle, in
search of work. The set%lement also has a significant
proeportion (20 per cent);urban workers, who work iun
the neayvby towns as drivers, mechanics and peons. It
also has a comparable stratum of artisans, blacksmiths,
carpentcers, masomns, brass workers etc. The stratum
of while collar workers is rather thin with only
thiec heads ot houscehold claiming this status.
Batuambe 1s thus occcupationally diverse, with non-
agrerian occupation Leing dominant in the economic

structure.

Though nearly 95 per cent of the householders
have indicated that they are in receipt of an income
over ks. 4,000,000 per annum, 83.1 per cent of the
households are actually in receipt of food stamps.
Three houscholds receive a nonetary allowances as social
security. The reasons for the disparity between the
income Tigures cited in relation to this location
earlier and this situation are saimilar to those cited

in the case of Dolapihilla.

Batuambe, thus displays special characteristics
not found in the other villages studied. As not much
productaive land is available in the settlement, the
ecouirony there busically depends on wage vwork of different

types. Hence this is a settlement that is closely
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inter-linked with the regional economy even more

than the comnmunities cited above,.

{D) Market town sub-system

This is characterised by the tollowing features:
(i) It is primarily a centre of commodity exchange and
circulation rather than a centre of productiocn, in
the absence of any large scale industriel ventures;
(ii) The town relates to the villages and the
plantations in the double capacity of a ceatre of
buyiugz and selling as well as an administrative contre;
(iii) It is the locale of 4 merchant stratum internally
differentiated in line with the levals of accurmulation
and the type of venture, who maintain exchai e
relations with bigger merchants in bigger towns;
(iv) It is the locale of a lower echelon of state
bureaucracy wlo maintain diverse relatiors with the
merchants, peasants and plantation workers; (v) It is
a soclially heterogeneous centre consisting not only of

diverse castes, but alsc different ethnic groups.

Harispatituwa has a number of townships, Hedeniya,
Akurana, Alawatugoda, Boitkawela and Ankumbura etc.
Out of these townships Akarana and Alawatugoda ere
located in the northern and norith-eastern borders of
Harispattuwa and happen te be ypredominantly Muslim
townships. Hedeniya is located in the southern border
and is a rather small toewnshipe. Bokkawela which is
located in the centre of Hartspattuwa does not aisplay
suiticiently pronounced urban characteristics.
Ankumbura, the township that wns selected us a

represenctative example of the sub-system outlined above
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enjoys a numnber of distinctive advantages. It is
locoted in the centre of Harispaituwa. It possesses
suffizient ethnic diversiity and is related to the
provincial urban centres and the neighbouring counntry-
side through a network of roads. 1t has a pipe bornse
water service and a aumber of government institutions
such as a hoapital, a police station and some
admainistrative offices. It also relates to some tea
plantations where coucentrations of Tamil workers of

Indian origin are lou.d.

Ankumbura is a township with a series of shops
and cales coustructed near the road junction wnhers
nu ber of villagers and plantation workers gather daily.
Eighty four per cent of the Ankumbura population are
Sinhuilese, 10 per cent are Muslims and 6 per cent are
Tamils. In terms of recligious faith, 83 per cent are
Buddhists, 10 per cent are Islamic, 6 per cent are

Hindus and nearly 1 per cent are Catholics.

Being a commercial township, land holding and
cultivation is not central toc the economy of Ankumbura.
However, the township is surrounded by productive land
and peasants are involved in cultivating this land as
their prancipal economic activity. Sixty nine per cont
of tlie householders do not cwn any paddy land. About
23 per cent of the paddy land owners own small plots
less than 1 acre in extent. There are five housecholders
wno own more than twu acres of paddy, some of whom have

given their land on sharc-crupping to others. (Tablel8).

Nearly 40 per cent of the households do not own
any residential land. Over 35 per cent own small plots

of residential land less than 1/2 an acre in extent. But
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these plots of land localicd ncar to the bazaar may

*
be rather high in value inspite of their size. Therve
are two persons wno own more than four acres of

highland.

Table 18
Land Distribution

Acres Paddy Laund House & Garden

No. % No. %
Landless 146 69.2 B4 16,81
Less than 0.25 9 4,27 25 11.85
0.25 - 0.49 24 11.37 49 23.22
0.5 - 0.99 17 8.06 ha 19.43
1.0 ~ 1.99 9 h.27 3 3.79
2.0 - 2.99 3 1.42 2 G.95
3.0 - 3.99 2 0.95 - -
4.0 - 4.99 1 0.47 2 G.95
5% and over - - - -
TCTAL 211 100.00 211 100.00

d—

Those who earn less than Ps. 1,000.00 in
Ankumbura are only 3 per cent of the i1ncome earners,
whereas the largest group of 1ncoae earners (57 per cent)
are concentrated in the middle incowe group earning
Rs. 4,000.00 to ls. 20,000.00. The proportion of the high

income earmners who earn over lis. 20,000.00 is rather high



1n Anlkkumburag thoear propoftion amounts to 39 per
cent. On the other hand nearly 19 per cent of the
incuome earners earn only 4.56 rer cenlt of the totel

inceme, thua emphasizing the plight of the urban poor.

Table 19
Income Distribution : Annual Earnings
Rupees

Income Groups Number Total Income %
Less than 1000 6 3,080 0.14
1000 - 1999 6 9,142 0.41
2000 - 2999 11 27,871 1.26
3000 ~ 3999 18 56,398 2.55
4000 -~ 4999 23 106,426 .82
5000 - 9999 77 551,485 25.00
10,500 - 19,999 43 590,249 26.76
20,000 - 50,000 25 733,186 33.24
50,000 and over 2 128,000 5.82
TO VAL 211 2,205,837 100.00

At the other extreme, 13 per cent of the income earners
earn 39 per cent. of the total income. Thus,
iresspective of the middle income earners being the
largest 1n numpber,the income distribution in Anlcumbura
is rather skewed wath those at the vpottom receiving only

a very small part of the total incone.
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As Ankumbura has a councentration of traders

it is quite likely that the income figwres at Lho

top level are significantly underestimated,

should definitely be more than 27 merchants in

Ankumbura who earn over Is. 20,000.00 per an.um.

Table 21

Anltumbura - FEducational Leveligpf Adults

over 18 years

There

Male Female Total %
No. % No. %
Illiterate 18 5.90 38 16.82 50 10.55
No schooling
but literate 3 0.98 3 1.33 b 1.13
Grade 1«5 82 26.89 Ly 21.68 131 24,67
Grade ©-10 132 43.28 88 38.94 220 L41.453
G.C.E. (C/L) or
2.46 .5 .
equivalent 38 “eftb 42 18.58 8o 15.07
G.C.E. {A/L) ot . , ” e .
somivaient 21 6.89 )y 1.77 25 4,71
Tertiary Diploma 3 0.53 1 0.h4 L 0.75
Degree 8 2.62 1 0.44 9 1.69
TOTAL 305 100.00 225 100.00 531 100.00

Nearly 11 per ccnu of the adulis of Ankumbura

aroe illiterate,

natioral average.

Ouly 6 per conl of tha males

Lhe iisure hosgng glichtly lower than the

are
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illiterate, whereas illiteracy mounts to 17 per

cent in Lhe case of women. But as one advances in
the educational ladder, the gender distinctions

almost disappear, with nearly 22 per cent of the men
and 2% per cent of the women possessing qualifications

above the level of G.C.E. {(O/L).

The general levels of educatiomal attainment
is not radically different from those found in the
rural areas. But it is significant that there are
9 university graduates auwd four diploma holders in this

township.

Table 21

Occupational Distribution of the Heads

of Households

Number %
Professionals X 0.5
White Collar 20 10.2
Traders and shopkeepcrs 81 41.6
Artisans 2 10.7
Landlords - -
Mid peasants 3 1.5
Poor peasants 14 7.2
Rural workers 17 8.7
Urban workers 23 11.8
Plantation workers 6 3.0
Others 0.6
Unemployed 8 4,

TO 'AL 195 100.0
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Unlike in the other examples studied, in
Ankumbura, the pattern of occupational distribution
does not derive from land tenure. The bulk of the

heads of housebolds are traders and shopkeepers. But

it is important to emphasize that they are nrot a

homogeneous social group; the following strata can
be clearly distinguished: (a) a stratum of
entrcprencus whose capital is invested in diverse
ventures, shops, rice milis, means of conveyance
(trucks, buses etc.) and also land; (b) 2 stratum of
petty traders wiose capital is invested generally in
one venture who possess a permauent place for the
business operations; and (c¢) a stratum of itinerant
vendors who have no permanent place for their
operations. Their income levels also vary widely.
The firgt stratum is likely to eurn more than

ks 100,000.00 per annum. The second stratum is
likely to earn . 50,000.00 to Rs. 20,000.00, The
stratum of itinevant vendors are likely to be in

receipt of annual proceeds less than Bs. 15,000.00.

With the exception of tirading, the other
economic activities that have acquired prominence are
clerical pursuits, craft oriented activities and urban
labour. As some governmeni ojffices are to be found
in the townsiip a small stratum of white cecllar workers
has made its appearance. Craftamen too find a ready
clientale within the context of a smali township. As
no industrial manufactures or workshops are located
in Ankumbura, the layer of wrban workers is not large.
There is also a stratum of ltinerant workers with no
skills or permanent place of work who have heen

classified as rural workers. ne plantaiion *line’
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(barrack type residential quartesr) too comes
within the geographical limits of the township and
hence a small gronp of plantation workers too figure

in the occupational distribution table.

Among the communities studied,; Ankumbura has
the smallest group of food stamp receivers. Only 45
per cent of the households are in receipt of these
stamps. But according to the income figures less than
3 per cent should be in rcceipt of food stamps. The
reasons ror this situation are not different from those

given with regard to Dolapihilla.

Ankumbura can be taken as a typical market
township in the Kandyan countryside. It is basically
a cenire of transport and commerce, but its character
is highly influenced by the surrounding countryside.
Being a small urban centre located in a rural area, it

displays some rural characteristica as wsll.

(E) Commercially oriented rural community

sub-system.

Traditional peasant social structures tend to
concen! "ate trading and money lending in certain
minority communities whom the peasantry perceives as
outsiders. The role of the Jews in Europe in the
middle ages, the role of the Armerians in central Asia
etc. could be cited as examples. In India, the caste
system provided a solution to thisa problem by giving
rise to commercial castes sgsuch as the Seths of Gujarat

and Chettiars of Tamilnad. The Kandyan caste structure



however, does not possess a commercial caste;

hence the tendency has been to allocate the commercial
pursuits to othex minority communities. The Muslims
in the Kandyan areas have engaged in commerce from

the days of the kingdom. This strong commerciel
orientation bas also alienated the Muslims from
agriculture to a certain degree, though there are many
Muslim cultivators. Commercially oriented rural
community sub-system attenipts t{o grasp the

specificities toc be found in such communitics.

The basic features of this sub-system may be
identified as follows: (i) Trade is the primary
traditicnal economic activily with agriculture and
handicraft occupying rather mavginal places; (ii) As
the bLulk of the community has been historically
alienated from land, as modernisation preoceeds, there
i3 a pronounccd tendency te opt out for occcupations in
the modern sector on the parc of those who do not
trade or those who regard trade as a supplementary
sgurce of income; (iii) A community of traders by
definition have to maintain linkages vith the peasants,
townsmen and plantation workers who form a clientale:
hence in this sub-system exiwvrnsl linkages are of
crucinl importancej {(iv) Traditional socicty waa
homosencous, kin relations more or less binuing the
entire community, but as time proceeds, social
differentiatlion occurs among cnirepreneurs, swall
merchants anr vendors; (v} Consciousness and
ideolozy as & minority group however keeps Lhe
comnunity relations intact inspite of social

differentiation.
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Amonz the villayeas visited and examined
Uguressapitiya cumes closest to the sub-system
outlined abovee. Nearly 9% per cent of the population
of Usuressapitiyas are musliims. There are a few
Sishiala und Tamil families near the borders of the
villiage. The maosque 15 the centire of social aclivity
and the community is derply aware of 1ts cthunic and

relicious identity.

Table 22.

Land Distrabution

Paddy Land House & Garden
No. % No. %
Landless 164 87.7 81 43.32
Less than 0.25 3 1.6 11 5.88
0.25 - 0.49 4 2.1k Ll 23.53
0.5 = 0.99 10 5.35 36 19.25
1.0 - 1.99 3 1.6 9 4.81
2.0 - 2.99 3 1.6 4 2.14
3.0 - 3.95 - - - -
4.0 - 4.99 - - 2 1.07
5 and over - - - -
TOTAL 187 100.0 187 1560.00

The paddy cultivated arca in Uguressapitiya is
less than 18 acres, in & community consistiug of 187
households. This itself emphasizes the fact that
paddy culiivation does not occupy a position of

importance in the village economy. Nearly 88 per cent



of the households do not an any paddy land. The
availahle paddy acreage 18 unevenly divided among
23 houscholds, mostly in plots less than one acre.
More than half the villagers own residential land,
mostly in plots measuring less than one acre. Thisg
land is cultivated with spicesa, coffee and other

commercial crops and brings in a supplementary income.
Table 23

Income Distrabution : Annual Farnings

Number Total Income %

I.Less than 1000 - - -

1000 -~ 1999 2 2,464 0.08
2000 - 2999 5 12,432 0.39
3000 ~ 3999 11 36,990 1.16
4000 -~ 4959 18 81,658 2.55
5000 - 9999 57 k1G,046 12.86C
10,000 - 19,999 47 642,718 20.08
20,000 - 50,000 34 1,025,575 32.03
50,000 and over 13 989,676 30.91
TOTAL 187 3,201,579 100.00

The proporticn of those who earn less than
Rs. +,000.00 per annum in Uguressapitiva is rather
small, they amount only to 9 ner cent. The majority

of the households, over 66 per cent come witnin ithe
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category of middle income earners with Rs. 4000.00

to ks. 20,000 income. Slightly over 35 per cent of
the income earners come within the high income
brackot earning over K. 20,000.00 per annun. In
comparigon to other communities, the affluent stratum
an Ugurcessapitiya is larger, which is probhably
explained by the prominence of trading as an economic
activity. On the other hand, acute income inequality
persists in the village; 9 per cent of the income
earners receive only 1.6 per cent of the total income,
wihhereas 25 per cent of the income earners receive
nearly 63 per cent of the total income. In fact

7 per cent of the income eorners at the top end get

as muach as 31 per cenl of the total income.
Uguressapitiya therefore, as a community,irrespective
of its ethnic and religious homogeneity, is sharply
divided into a few very wealthy households, a large
group of middle level income earncrs and a small

layer of poverty striken families.

With 16 per cent of the adults being illiterate
Ugurcssapitiya has a slightly higher proportion of
illiteirate when compared with the other wvillages under
study. Nearly 8 per cent of the male population are
illiterate; among females the proporiion is as high
as 24 per cent. On the other hand, 27 per cent of the
males have obtaiumed G.C.E. (0/L) or a higher
qualification, as agaiust 20 per cent among females.

In all the other communities studied, the gender
differences were quite pronounced among the illiterates,
but these differences tended to disappear as cne

went up the educational ladder. Dut in this muslim
commuu,itly, not ouly are the gender differences quite
marhed at the level of illiterates, ''ut these

dilrfreronces tend to persist to some extent even at the
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higher levels. This 13 probably due to¢ the
retention of some aspects of 'lMurdah' customs
relating to women. In terms of educational
attainments, Uguressapitiya is characterised on the
one "hand by a high illiteracy rate pertaining to
women and on the other hand by a fairly sizeable
stratum of diploma holders wnere women too figurs.
In other words, there is a high degree of inequality

in the educaticnal attainments of the population.

Table 24

Educational Levels of Adults over 18

years
Male Female Total %
No. Y% No. %

Illiterate 29 7.97 87 24.87 116 i6.02

No schooling but n ;
literate 3 0.82 - 3 0.%1
Grade 1-5 68 14%.68 b2 17.22 130 17.96
Grade 6«10 165 45.33 137 38.05 302 4i.7
G.C.E. (0/L) or _ s -
equivalent b7 18.41 55 15.28 122 16.85
G.C.E:- (.‘\/L) 0!" 1
eynivalent > 1.37 % 1.1 K 1-2%
Tertiary Diploma 24 6,60 1h 3.9 38 5.25
Decrce 3 0.82 1 0.28 4 0.56
TOTAL 361 100.00 360 100.00 724 100,00
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Table 25

Occupational Distribution of the Heads

of Houssholds

Numbher %
Professionals - -
wWhite collar 31 16.5
Traders and shopkeepers 50 26,7
Artisans 10 5.3
Landlords - -
Mid pcasants 6 3.3
Poor peasants 6 3.3
Rural workers 52 27.8
Urban workers 8 4.3
Plantalion workers - -
Others (Mid-Fastern
employment) 22 11.7
Unemnployed 2 1.1
TO VAL 187 100.0

The two major occupational groups in
Uguressapitiya are the traders and rural workers;
together they make up over 54.5 pei' cent of the
gaiufully employed heads of households. Just as

in Ainkumbura, in Uguressapitiya too the traders are
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not a homogeneous group. Thaere are enirepraoneurs
whose capital is invested in a number of diverse
economic activities, shtopkeepers who possess a
permancnt place of business and itinerant vendors.
Rural workers of Uguressapitiya are primarily non-
agricultural workers who are emnployed in beadi

making, road work, quarrying etc. Uguressapitiya

has a sizeable number of individuals who are

employed in the middle eastern o0il producing countries.
The majoraty of them are young women who work as honse-
maids in these countries. The Arab employers prefer
to employ Muslim gervants in their domestic context,
and thus a totally new avenue of employment was

oprned up for the young women of Uguressapitiya. 7The
strong traditional values wnich tend to keep voung
woinen at home geems to he brealling down under ecounnmjc
pressure. Housemaidsworhing in the Middle Eastearn
countries earn fs. 2,000,00 to Rs. 3,000.00 per month
and this is an attractive income for a young woman who
probably has not becen earning any income all her l1life.
bBut it is yowng women from the poorest households who
take up Middle Easgtern employment. Men with
technical skills a21so have found employment in the
Middle East. This has defianilely increased the

levels of income in Wiguressapitiya at the mi.ldle level,
but the nouseholds at the top of the income ladder de

noti Jderive an income from this source.

Thowtgh only 9 per cent of the nhousehclds
receive an income of less than R 4,000.00 per anwum,
nearly 63 per cent of the houschol:ds are in recceipt of
foud yiamnps. The reasons for this are no doubt not
dislerent from those advancod to explain this

digcrepancy in otlier viilagea, five houscnalds arne
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receiving a monthly allowance as social security.

1Thus Uguressapitiya is a village, where
agriculture is only of marginal importance. Trading
is the baxis of the ecnunomy supplementeu by work for
wages or salaries. Middle Eastern employment does
not totally alter this nconomic structure, but by
bringing in substantial amount of money to hitherto

poor families may change the nature of class relations.

The area coming within the geographical limits
of Harispattuwa, thus displays a hirh degree of
diversaity, though this diversity occurS within the
conlext of a unifying theme. Studying the socio-
economic structure at the concrete level in relation
to a concept of a sub-systems enables one to grasp the
specific variations on this theme. The sub-syutens
that we 1dentificed in Harispattuwa are not necessarily
limited to its gecographical boundarics, but do
possess some general validity in understanding the

Kandyan countryside.
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CHAPIER 1II

WATER AN NITUAL

J. Traditional Concepts of water

A3 in many oilhier aspects of Sri Lanlian

culture, customs, beliefs and rituals associated

vith water are intimately councected with those of

the Indo-Aryan culture. This connection has been
Turther strenisthened by the strong influence that

the Ayurve liic system of medicine came to exercise

over Sri Lankan Jife. Recourse to Indian concepls

is therefore necessary in explaining and understanding

sri Loaukan concepts associated with water.

In the Indian tradition,water i3 one of the
most important symbols endowed with spiritualiivyg

it is at once the real and imagincd source of life.

"Ile who was born of old was born of water
Right from waters, the soul drew {orth

and shaped a person”

(Katha Upanisad IV-G)

"Walter 13 the lire of all beings”

(Astanga-hrdaya Samhita)

.. ——— e ot

At a time when the proces~ of rain Cormation
was not lkuown, pecople believed thal wa.er was scnt
from hcaven {through clouads. These rain ciouls were
referved to as 'givers of water', galada. The Vedac
sod, Varuna, was the rain god and Lthe chief of

water -~ Jaladhapoti, Nasjan and rain clouds were
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elevated to a posicion of divinity. 'May god rain' -

devo vassatu or pavaa-a deva - is a common
expression in Pali. In classical Sinhalese literature

clouds are sometimes referred to as devulo or gevuxé,
mean:ng 'celesiral clouds'., In the Sinhalese folk
lore this 1dea is still found in the i1nvocations of
gods to ruin so ns te bring about prosperity. In
Sinitalise puvszle poetyry drops of waler iwre personified

as barbinzers of life and prospesrity. These cluarly

deprct ihe attitude of the common people toward rain,
the harbinger of watcr and also his conception of rawn,
his reverence and regaerd for it and his dependence on

it.

Wacer 1s brlieved to sustain millions of beings
Tiving in it, mo-t of whom ore imperceivable. DBesides,
mytholovical beinys are believed to haunt or live in
waler. The reverence and regard for walter seem to
arise firstly from Lhe belief that water is something
alive. If, as the EQ&“i?ﬂﬂ verse vevcals, life cane
oul el water, that which gives life should have lite.
Accordine to Purﬁ?us’ﬁjva is asscvciatled with water aux

Jadomirti and goddessca such as Lalkghimi, Rambha and

ihie nacred Cow, the Celestial Elephant and Horse, arc
all borun of water. According to Sri Lankan beliefs,
god Motha is born of water and Diyasena, the future
savionr of the country would be bhorn of water. If a
pevson dies by drowning it is considercd a sacrifice
tal'en Ly the river or tank. Although there is no
river worship in Sri Lanka, as 1n India, the need to
nlacate vater by offerines is recenised. Traditions
arc therc whecre human sacrrifices ..were oflercd to

rivers before constructing larre dams.
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The ITndians, particulariy the Jainas werve
concernud with living beings who dwell in vatler.
for tha Jarnas a drop of water is a form of worm
alcainy iL obligatory for Lthew citiicr to boil or
strain water before drinking. Ayurvedic texts
mentron thatl stagnant, muddy or water from new roin
is infested ~ith kita (worws) and people ghould

thereforn aveid using them,

The belief an water spirits s univer ...l and

our owvn myths refer to dcemonaic spirits like Jdivya

ra'dis, or goddess Manimckhala who helps ti:one who aroc

marooned in the sea. The malevolcut spirits,

diy.e ralnas, are suppo-scd b devour humans and other

belngs,. There are devils (yokkhias) who haunt fords,

streams, rivers and wells. In Sinhalese mantras

charms) Potavaka - devil of fords - and Bilivadda ure
-—-I

two such devils, Totayaka or Totakadavarava is

—— —" .

belicved to possess yourig women who trespoass into his
domain and cause sickness which ceonld be overcome
only by performance of rituals and offerings of food

(pideni).

2. Ugses and Yualitics of Water

From ancient times diverse views have been
curvent regarding the qualities of water amd its

benclficial and harmful effects on the human system.

As a substance, water is considered tasteless
and colourless. In Sinhalese diya-raha (watery taste)
means auything that is Aevord of sweet or sour taste;
it is actually ncutral in taste. Howvever, as against

sea water (knradgxa) frosh water 1s considered tasty -
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miridsya (miri or miri - in Sanskrit madhura).

In Ayurvedic texts the five bhutas (earth, water,

fire, air and sky) are coupled with the five sense

objects,

Farth (Pruthvi)

smell (gandha)

Water (apas)

tagtle {(rasa)

Fire (Tejas) form (rupa)
Air (vaxo) touch (sparsa)

S5ky (5k35q) i sound (sabda)

OC the five gqualitzes (hecavainess, moisture, sharpndss
({acidity, coarsenecss and lightness) water is
assoclated with moisture, oiliness and softness
(suivdhal. In relation to other subjects,water is
beliceved to sive tastes like sweet, sour, saline,
punszent, bitter and astringent. Of these sweect
(ﬂiﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ) 18 a combination of earth + water
(bhumi-jala). From the point of view of taste and
virtue (rasaguna) water is considered dense (sandra),
flui1d (drava), ccol (sita), dull or tardy (m.nda),

woving (sora), soft {(mrdu) and lubrious (picchila).

These varied gqualities of water are alluded to
by the Buddhists in their pulas where water is offered
to the Buddha: "May you the Noble lord, the Buddha,
accept this water of good smell, cool, pure, pleasant,

tasty and wholeness'".

Water in its pristine form is believed to be
found iv rain water., Yogarnavava a Sinhalese text
on \‘yw-veda (13th century) gives an authoritative view

of water 1n the natuial state.
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"Of all waters, rain water is suprene.
It is light, dispenses dislike for food, works
against the three humours (bile, Phlegm and wind).
It becomes adultecrated by association withh land,
wells, otce. Of tiiese river water increases wind;g
it is not sofit, il is zvoss. The lake (vil) water
18 sweet and light; tank (ng) water Jdispels phlegm
and wind; the pond water enhances wind; woter in
the stome nockets (Egm) increases appetite anud is
coarsc. Waler in the stream and that of vater-folls
is li. ht and destroys phlegin, counters bile. The
wiiler that comes washing down roeks and Lihosc of
natiural rock kettles moy causze heart ailm nts, head
ailnenis ant goitres (Ei%i.hivﬁiJ. As the water
of the first rainsg is contaminated by coming into
contact waith leaves and insects it causes ailments
such as couch, asthmna, purging, Lhumidity, ctc.
Water contaminated by worms, dirt and moss and alszo
water that is not exposced to the rays of the sun aad

moon shonld not be uscd'.

In Susrutla Samhita three kinds of drinks are

distinguished. Those that are (1) invariably
beneficral, (2) harmful and {3) variable in effect.
Water talls into the first category excevpt in the
case of certain ailments where it is definitely

believed to be harmful.

Apart from other qualities the curative uses
of water are clearly defined in the Ayurvedic texts.
Water 1s talken either cold, hot or after cooling

depending on the ailment. Yogarnavaya prescribes
L]

that neither hot, cold, nor water from different sources

should be mixed before drinking. HHot water,



95

according to Sarnagadhara Samhita is water boiled

to varying proportions ranging from 1/8 - 3/4.

Hot water taken during the night is believed to
alleviate ailments caused by bile, dyspeptic
flatulance, cough, asphysia and indigestion. According

to Astanga Hrdaya, hot water is supposed to clean

urine, make the voice soft. It is prescribed for
hiccups, indigestion, wind and humour, fever, cough,
constipation, sinus, asthma and vomittaing. After
cooling boiled water controls phlegm and is generally
considered to have curative effects on ailments

caused by the three humours. Cold water eliminates
intoxications, fatigue, swooning, vomitting, aweating,
tircdness, faintishness, thirst, heat and asanguinous

bile.(rakta pitta).

Mogt authors maintain that water when taken
while eating makes a person strong and if taken after

meals mulies a person bulky. Yogarnavaya for instance

mentions that water should not be taken at night but
other works are quite liberal on this. Susruta

mainitains that water either hot or cold should not be

drunk atrter taking bce honey. Astgnga Hrdaya

observes that those who suffer fF;é gast;;cs,'glandular
enlargenients, jaundice, corpulance, dysentry, piles,
malnutrition (grahanl) and tumours should not drink
water in excess but.in small quantities to gquench

their thirst.
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3.Purification of Water

Apart from boiling other ways of making water
pure for drinking were known. There was Lhwe practice
of having a layer of sand and char-coal in wells as a
method of filtering of water. People algso believed
that roots ol certain trees like kumbuk, arccanut,
ketaiti and bamboo would purity water. Use of watcer
strainers has always been pupulor. Buddhist monks
were required to strain water Lefore using and the

strainer forms one of the eight basac regqurrernents of

the bhikkhu even today. Among the people in the Dry

— e

Zone where water is scarce igini seeds were used to
clean muddy water. Susruta mentions that ingini
sceds, gomeda gems, lotus roots, roots of moss, clean

cloth, pearls and gems can be used to clean water.

People believe that the purest water from any
land source can be sbtained only in the ecoirly hours
of the morning, and Susruta says that the bhest
qualiticy of water, coolness and puraity, are foanud

enly at tihiis time.

.s50nrces of Vater

Apart from rain water which has to be collected
befcoere it fulls on earth there are twelve sources of
water according 1o Susruta. They are: (1) Vells,
(2) rivers, (3) lakes, () ponds, (5) fountains,

(6) waterfally, (7) cavaties, (8) tanks, (9) fields,
(10) water holes, (1l) scattered water, (12) sea.
Comstrnction of wells (Lupa sastra) form one of tho

- — s e

sixty four craftg meniironed i1n ¢lag=ical Literatare.




f)‘?

If the water source for a well is not known
sootli~sayers were consulted, to predict +he terrain,
direction, distance and thc relative depth of the
water source. The carth is believed to have nerves
of water with a central nerve (Maha sira) which had
tu be hiscovered as the sowce ol water for the well.

According to Kupa Sastra even if water is reached

close Lo the surface an ideal well has to be over 10
feor deep. Divfereat names were given to wells

according to their depth, eg. srimukha, kﬁpa,

dundubhi. Digeing the well is carricd out at an
auspiciowus hour pre=xcribed by an astrologer. A

minor ritual is peoformed invoking gods to protect

the diggers and to guarantee the success in striking

watler., Offerings are 'ude to Buhiravas, overlords
of the earth, to obtain their permission. Four

laups are lighted in the four corners of the plot of
land. Such rituuls are more rigidly followed in

areas where grounnd water sources are rare.

Wells are of different sizes and shapes =

lin or Uru 1lin is a distinct device of making

&1

]

1

walls wn marshy arcas or alung streams. Cylainders
of clay or wocod are inserted into the interior of the
well to avoid sides caving in and also prevent surface
drainage. It has the added advantage of having a
filtering etfect. Such wells are mentioned since the

hth century A.D. and were known as ura kabal eb: lin,

In Tamil Eﬂﬂi means earihern pots or cylinders through
which water could seep. During the 13th century
King Paralcramabahu 1I is supposed to have got 75000

wells of this type constructed. HKurunegala Vistaraya

refers to 400 ura wells in Panduvasnuwara and 300 in

Kandy.
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Methods of clecaning wells are also referred
to in old texts. After the water is emptied the
dirt and scdiments should be removed. Then the
sides ol the well shouwld be cleaned with waler and
cnce this water is also removed ash made by burning
ol the barks of palol (Stereospermum suaveoleus),
=1 (sandal wood) asun (terminalia alata tomentosa),
telembu (Sterculia footada), asala (Cassia [istula)
and lumbuk (Terminalia Tloabra) should he applicd
inside ilhe well. This too has to be washed with the

new water of the well and emptied again.

5.Water and Cnltural Symbolism

Symbnlism of water finds expression in the
rcalm of art, comens and dreams. Of the artaistic
symbols one of the most enduring is the pun kalasa
(wate.. pot) which generally adorns entrances to
imnportant buildings in ancient Sinhale«e archilecture.
In all cervmonies, including marriage, water pot
occuplies an i.portant place symbolising prorspority
which is further cmphasised by having an car of paddy,

lotuses or coconut flewers in the pot.

In the scheme of good or bad omen in traditional
belicefs, a vot of water 1 cuvnsidered auspicious as
arainst an cwopty pot whiclh is a bad omen. buccess of
a mi-sion, a jowney oirr a necw centerprise willt be
as-uned i the first by-piasser on the way happens to

carry a pot full of watevr. Samilarly, a drizzle is a

good omen which fore-~tells succoess.
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Taxtyg dealing with Lﬁtcrpreintions of droeamg
ardd Svimivedice worhs hold the view that secing ocunns
aud 1rrver full of clear water in dreamyg fore-tells
gund JTuclk while secing muddy or diity water porloends
111 Inck. The popular story where Qaecen Mahiamaya

dreant thet she was taken to the mythicnl

Anavatapta lake and wags bathed by four virgin damscls

wa i thoe wvay in which the conception ot Siddharta the
Buddha aspirant - was [oretold. Even seeing
turbulent water is considered lucky provided it is
clean. For those suliering from certain diseases,
such as dysentery, diabetes, dreaming themselves
drinlting water or floating in water amounts to bad
oONICTS . The intimate connection between water and
prosper ity 1s symbolised an the Diyasona myth where
thae ilcecendary (uture hero and saviour of Sri Lanka
is destined to be born out of water; hence his name

Diyascna.

Generally the concept of land is conceived by
people in contrast with water. This has led to the
demarcation of land boundarics by expanses of water,
such as occans, seas, rivers, strcams, lakes, ponds,
etc. Such demarcation is not only confincd to the
physical boundaries but also serves as the
demarcation of cultures and communities. In villagce
private property is demarcated often by water sourcces.
A differcent kind of demnrcalion of bouudary exists in
DBuddhisti mounastic practices, where the monks mark
off a temporary boundary at a ford to conduct their

extresely sacred monastic rituals, vinava kammas,

such as higher ordination. The monks who take part
in the ceremony congrecgate in the water owf a river or

lake and one of them throws water right around the
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gathcered monks making an imaginary boundary within
which all those who take part should stay until the
end. None 18 allowed to trespass the boundary so
that the purity sanctity and decorum of the ccremony
may be maintained, Those who take part in it are
aiready ritually purified by bathing. The boundary

demarcated by water throwing, udaikuklihepa sima, Lhus

symbolises the holiest situation imaginable,
Presently this cercemony is followed by only some sacts
among lire Buddhist monks, those do follow have built

permancnt structures.

LRitual Purification

Watler is undoubtedly the universal purifier,
both actual and ritual. In all religious ritual
bathing is done before undertaking sacred actaivity to
cleanse onesclf physically as well as to remove
contnzion due to ritual pollution. For the Hindus
bathing or immersing in sanctified water amcunts to
cleansing oncself of the sins he has committed.
Buddhism doces not give such meaning to ritual bathing.
In Buddhist rituals water is associated more with

purity, fertility and prosperity.

Apart frowm the imares and precincts of gods even
religious functions liaike chaniing Pirith are

considered sacred and oare vested with anuhus - supor-

natur.l power. Expousure of these to polluted
conditions amounts to loss of auubhas. ITr rnortals are

to ap.roach these objocts o1 cnerapge in sacred actavity
Lthey sonld be clean or fro- of kili,. The

officiating priests at devales murt boathe boefore

performing rituals. Peeple may enter devala premises
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without bathing, but those considered ritually

polluted should not enter the inner choamber.

I7itual cleaning is referred to as Pe venava
which 11 Sinhalese has conmnotations going beyvond
mer e getiting rid of bodily defilements, It amounts
to ithe reaching of o state of phygical amd menlal
purtity to be susteined until the end of the sacred
act. This attitude is sanctified by bathing.
Bathinyg or washing before rceligious performances and
worship ig commorn in Buddhism, Hinduism and Islam.
Among 1he Buddhists such purification is associated
wore with devalas than with temples. This apparently
indicate the infiucnce of liinduism where rilual
batlhing is rigidly adhered to. Most Haindu Kovils
have a vell in the premises and worshippers are
expected to bathe on Tuesdays and Fridays in particular,
before going for worship. These two days
signif1cantly are avoarded by the Sinhalese for bathing

as it is believed to cause illness. Decpavali is an

wnportant Nlindu festival symbolising a raitual bath

after applying oil on the head al an auspicious time.

Ritual bathing dis nn essential part of certain
religiouy performances and pilgrimages, for instance
at Kataragama, the abode of god Skanda and at Sri Pada,
the peak where the foot-print of the Buddha is
belivved to exist. Those who malte vows at these
places wash their coins in the waters of the Menik

Gangan and 5ita Gangula respectively.

ITslamic ratual purification lays emphasis on

sevgunal hygiene. Parification by bathing is
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compulsory, for anstarnce after intercourse or
menstruation, when contaminated waith faeces or urine
or when a person has had physical contact with a dog
or pig. Before Muslim prayer, normally {ive times
a day, washing of the face, hands upto the elbow and
the legs upto the ankle is compulsory. For this
purpose the Mosgue provide a pond or tank the
miunimum size of which is laid down as 2i4 x 2% x 24
feat. The water in these should be emptied and

refilled periodically.

Purification by bathing oun ecvery Friday or on

Ramazan and Hadji festival days is optional unless a

person has hecen subjected to poliution. The stress
on perzonal cleanliness is evident in numerous
recsulstions such as ithat one should bathe after heawvy

perspiration and wash the hands before and after meals.

Islam, as a religion eoriginating in a dessert
environment, also treats water as a scarce resaurce
and prohibits its waste and sets limits cn the
quantity of water used. Immersing once in a river
is considered suftfficrent for purposes of raitual
putrafication. Washing of body more than three times
a Jday is prohabited and there are strong straictures on

pollution of water.

Nanumura (bathing) perforwed on Wednesdays for

the Tooth Telic at the Dalada Maligawa is amn elabornte

rrtual, The ofiiciating monl hathe, don new robes
and the casket containing the relic is bathcd
syntholically by holding a mirror in front and washing
tbe rerlectiron of the casket, On this day all
utensils used foar the Egidha-gﬂii (offerings to the

Duddhi) are also washed with specioally prepared water
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called hglg-nax. Washing of images incliuding

that of the Dudilha was an ancient custowm, Such
ritual ay well as immersing of imazes in water are
meant to dispel famine, pestilence and drought and
more significantly to reduce rain. Some Budduisast
parittas like Vahi l'irita are spccifically intended

to i1nduce rain.

An dmportaut ritual among the Buddhists, using

watcr, i, the Bodhi pooja where scented water is

sprinkled around the Bodhi trece while performing

[

pradakshina (walking around the Bodhi clockwise).

————

This raiatual is expected Lo alley calamities, cure
illnesscs or offset impending bad luck caused by
planctary forces or evil spirits and vouch health,
prosperity and happiness. This ritual has now
rcacued such importance that it is performed to

Lring aliout prospcerity to the whole nation.

In annual fegtaivels - p?raheras - associated with
devalas throughout the countt—'y the concluding ceremony
is calied diya kepima (water cutting) which
symbolicaily is a prosperity ritual. As it is

performed during the palada Perahera in Kandy, the

officiating dignitary - Basnayake Nilame - goes in
procession during the c¢arly hours of the morning of
the last day of the Perahera to a particular place in
the Mahaweli river carrying the vessel of water that
has been collected during the previous yecar. Tiis
water 1s poured into the river and a new vessel of
water is collected from the spot where the Basnayake
Milaie 'cuts' the water withh a ceremoni.l sword. This
waler ta (alken in proces-ion to the Ganesa Temple and

is Lepi untal next yeav. If this water dries up it is
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taken as a bad omen particularly of impending

drouzht. People bathe at the spot of water

'cutting' as thecy believe that diseases can be cured
by doing so. The cecremony originated as a fectilily
ritual associated wilh water. God Indra (god of rain)
is believed to have slain the mythical secpent, ahi,

by striking tho water with his weapon, the thunderbolt,
and released water for the benefit of mankinrd.

Dala Perahera commences with invoking of God Indra

{(kap situvima) and the ceremony ends with the ritual

associatced with water.

Similarly, many rituals associated with
Buddhbism appear to have originated with fertility
cults. Poson full-moon festival for instance was
originally intended for pleasing of God Indra for
timely rain. The Sacred Jo-trec at Anuradhapurs is
believed to have rain producing powers and sprinklaing
the 30 tree with water is inlended to invoke rain.
The Tooth Relic itselfl is closely associated with
fertility cults, as it is endowed with rain making
powers. In the past the Relic was taken out
accompanied with chanting Pirith duwring severe droughts,
and even today it iu believed that exposiiion of the

helic will result in rain.

Mogt Buddhist temples have annuval pirit
ceroenionies. Pirait is believed to have ovaiginated at
a time of severe droughl, famine and of peslilence
causcd by disease and evil spirits in the ancient city
of Visala. The Buddha himgelf followed by bhilikhus
travelled in the affected areas chuanting pillt and
sprankling chanted water and freed the city of all

causes ol afflactiocn. Since then the ceremony was



105

performed throughbout the centuries for a variety

of purposes ranyging Crom ensurainyg good health,
succens in new ventures and protection from all Kinds
of evil as well us {o induce rain during .imes of

drouzht.

irit ceremony is generally performed insade a
speciully constructed chamber where bhikkus chant
sutras from Budrdhist texts, scated round a pot of water,
talken from a new or specially dug well, with a white
thread with one end attached to the pot and the rest
held by the chanting bbhiklhus and the devotees wiho
lJisten. After the chanting, which may last from one
hour to several Jdays, the water, which is belicved Lo
be imbued with anuhas, supernatural quantities
capable of alleviating poersonal as well as social
ari’lictions, is sprinkled where neccssary and given
te the devotees for drinking and applying on their

ffaces.

Some parittas like Angulimala, Cakka, Vattaka
and Jualanandana are used as healing charms. Anculimala

paritta 1s chanted and the water is applied on the
abdomen of womein in labour to induce safe delivery.

suttas like Girimananda and Bojjhanga are believed to

have spcecial curative effects. Atanativa sutta is

particularly intended for protection against evil

spirats.

Most of the traditional games in Sri Lanksa are
Also associated with fertility cults., Kohomba

kankcriya, Gamnaduwa and Panmaduwa are performed to

c¢nsure good weather and protection from pestilences

ass0Cctiated with Jdrousht., Polgasima and Ankeliya
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associated with goddess Pattini are perforned

dur ing droughts and pestilences.

Water and Social Customs

In numerous social customwms water is used as a
symboal of prosperity. In puberty rites the
ceromonial bath is prepared aiter con-uliing the
agtrolongers so that all 1lls may bhe alleviated and
prosperity may cnsue. The water used is olften
prepared with an addition of medicinal herbs and aftier
the bath is over the new clay pot used is broken.

When the girl comes into thie house after ihe bath she
is made to look at her reflection in a clay (koraha)

dish of water.

At the wedding ceremony the bride is given away

with ata pan vatkirima (pouring water over the tweo

thumts that are joined), by an elderly relative. This
symbolises union, fertility and wish of prosperity as
in the ancient custom of donation of lands where

water is poured over the joined hands of the gaiver

and the recciver.

According to RHindu custom the day after the
wedding ceremony a pot of caffron mixed water is
placed near the poruwa (pedestal on which the couple
arce ccremonially married} and household artirles are
placed inside. The couple are asked to pul in their
hands tozelher and get one article, This 1s the
first physical contact between the two who have been
kept apart so far. They then splash the saffron

waloer on cach other ond then bathe.
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Giving a drup of water to a dying man is
con-idered not only meritorious, but, according to
Hindu custom of jala kriya an act which wil) make
the dead prosper 1n the next birth. Even the Budchist
burinl custom of pan _\_r_a_rl_f_rﬂg_ appear to b‘e an ancient
prosperily cult, It means offering of water to the
dead that he may prosper in his new lafe, but later
transferred into a Budrdhiat ritual of conferring of
merijt. As 1t is practised today, prior to burial or
cremation a bowl s failled with water until it over-
flows while the bhiklkus chant gathas to express the
wish tnu. the departed will receive merit from the
living in the same wav as the water frlls into the

v

hi_ " rround will reach lower uareas even if he is
born 1n a lower plane will accrue the benefits of
conferred merits, Similar transfer of merit is done

after giving of atws to the bhikkus.

Pecople of all religions wash the corpse before
burial. The Muslims bathe the corpse immediately
after Jdeath and before burial. Among Buddhists and
Hindus those who attend funcerals purify themuselves by
batl.ing or rubbing a piece of lime or citrus leaves
on tl.e hands. In the case of the Hindus the daughter
of the deceased carrics a pot of water in front of the
corpse Lo the nearcst inter-section on the road and
from thercon tho cldest son tukes it over upto the
grave=side. The. ¢ his head is shaved and made to
circle the grave thrice carrying the pot of water

before 1t is finally broken.

& newly miarried couple is offered a glass of
watcer by the molher of the bride or an clderly married
woman with children as an expression of prosperily and

fertilily. An wportantg New Yoar cusiowm among the
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Sainhalese and Tamils 1s bathing at an auspicious
time after applying a specially prepared mixture of

oil and herbs.

8. Walter and Charms

Water plays an inmportant role in various types
of charms and exorcism. In charms water is
considlered Lo absorb qualities desired by the charwer

to bring beneficial or harmful effects to the recipient

of the charm. The water has to be uncontaminatrd -
no-tndul <« for the charm to be effective. Thus it is
coliccted ecarly morning unseen by outsiders. As in

the case of piritin, mantras are chanted over the pot

ol water wilth various objects 1n it, somet.mes over
huan lred time=s 1o make the charm more cffectaive, This
water is sprinkled in the bouses or on persons
affilicted to [ree thew of effllects of evil cye or cvil
mouth or of harassments oif cvil spirits. Charmed
water is used for various purpnses even to control
flivs, insects and rats that destroy crops and to

incirrease the vield.



CHAPTER IIX

CURRENT PATTIERN OF WATER UsE

l. General

Among the countries classified by the United
Nationa the 'Most Seriouasly Affected' on the basia
of economic conditions Sri Lanka ranks among tho

leading 5 per cent in the social indicators of,

{i) infant mortality rate
(ii) life expectancy

(iii) percentage of literaite adults.

Sri Launka also ranks among the leading third in
percentage of children in primary school and per
capita calory supply as percentage of requirement.
However, as regards domestic water supply and
envirouaumental sanitation Sri Lanka is far behind
other least develuped countries. In fact, Sri Lanka
ranks among the werst third of the Most Seriously
Af'tected and Least Developed Countries in the
perceuntage of the total population with access to

safe sources of drinlting water supplies.

2. Scurces and Quality

In Sri Lanka, according to 1971 census, out of
135 urban communities, only 66 had piped wator systems.
Of this urban populat.ion only 9 per cent had access
to pipe water, In rural areas only 5 per cent of
the people were served with piped water systems and

82 poar cent depended on wells, The balance of 13 per
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cent obtained their drinking water supplies
directly from rivers, tanks, streams, canialis and
other sources, In some Dry Zone districts this

category was as high as 47 per cent.

In Sri Lanka,w=21ls form the predominant source
of water with approximately over 1 millicen private
and 19,000 public rural wells. %0 per <« it of
these public wells are used exclusively for drinking

and 30 per cent exclusively for bathing.

Ecological transformation duiing the last tvo
centuries appear to have given rise to proeoblem of
water shortage in the Kandyamn areas. Knex while
observing that the dry northe.n parts of ths country
were 'somewhat sickly?! due to difficulties of
obtaining water and its brackish rature commented
that in the Kandyan areas "Th< velleys between their
Hills are many of them quagmires, aind me:* ¢f them
full of brave springs of puire water: Which watlery
Vallcys are the best scurt of Land {for their Cora
e a oM Though he speaks of =seasonsl variatiocns
thers was enough water faor cultivatioan throughout the
yzar., "Water at the top of tha iHills falling
downward are let into these Allies, and so
successfully running out of one into another, water

all". (Knox pp. 4, 12).

Kandy comes lazst of the five most nccdy
digtricta in vregard to rucal waler suppliles as
identified in the Decado Plan. Within tbhe district
tnere is considerable diveraily in regard o water

availability, sources and s svices. Welis, as in
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the rest of the country, form the main source of
supply with an approximate total of 10,700. Of thisns
25 per cent sre public and 75 peir cent are privately
owned., One third of the toial ..umber of wells dry
up in the dry seasgcn. Fiped services, both urtan
and rural form the other important source of water.
Two major s-~hemes seirve Kandy and Peradeniya in
addition to several medium-sized schemes serving
smaller urban communities. Rural and plantation

areas re served with 120 small piped water schemes.

Harispattuwa, as far as the availability of
water is conecerned, is one cf the more fortunate
area 1n the Kandy district vith, however, a serious
problem of scarcity during certalin poriods of the
year. The total numoer of wells in Harispattuwa
amounts to 1110 wath 780 privately and 330 publicly
owned. Of these 460 dry up during the dry season.
On tnis basis there is on the average cne well for
about 215 perszons even during the dry seasocu. In
addition,six Village Council piped water supply
schemes cater to about 3050 people in certain high
popnlation density areas -« Ankumbura, Alawatugoda,

Bokkawala, Hedeniya and Kulugammana.

The quality aspecta of the existing water
supply are nighly variable. According to
hacteriological analyses of UNICEF assisted rural
piped water supply schemes in Sri Lanka, 85 per cent
of the tested water samples were unsatisfactory. In
regard to urban piped water supply systems the W.H.O.
tests reveal that mno scheme provides sufficiently

safe wrtar.



Samples from 19 well or winor ground water
supply systems tested by the NWsULUD in 1980 in the
Project area shows that water in most of these were
good in physical and chemical quality but
bacteriologically polluicd. The tests also shew
that the water is acidic, containing much frce
carbon dioxide, fluorides but little iron, manzanesa

and orgonic matter.

The hygienic quality of the samples i3 poor.
Water from four wells teasted Lacteriologically were
clearly polluted. A sample taken from a d=spth of
5-6 meters in a paddy field had clear marks of

polution especially high ammonivm content.

Most of the existing wells are uncovered and

polintion is largely due to,

(i) faulty construction
(ii) washing and bathing hobits of the
people.

{iii) lack of proper waste disposal methous.

Out of the 24 wellas tested by the Finnish Consultants
only one was found to be satisfacterily protected
acainst contamination. Novmal conrnstruction is brick
or sltone and masonry plastered, but eoften the plaster
is flaked off. The vast majority of wells are
shallow, unlined holes located in an around paddy
Tfields and only 1.5-06 metexrs in depth. The depth

gene: ally does not reach upto tha bed rock.
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¢

Harispattuwa has fTive piped water supply

schemes.

(1) Ankumbura scheme serves a popnlation
of 300 mainly through public stana
postg aund with a fow house connections.
The =cheme depends for its supplies
on two reservoirs constructed by
damning twoe small streams. Water is
supplied by gravity flow through a

common distribution network.

(ii) Alawatugoda scheme serves a total population
of 1000; 309 froa 9Y stand posts and
200 from 13 house connec.ions. supply
ig obtained by demming a small stream
and suapplemented by itwo spring wells,
One of these wells dries up during the

dry periods.

(iii) Bokkawala scheme serves 250 pecple with
200 getting tlicir sunplies {rom
3 stand posts and the rest from 5 house
commactions. The _-ource is a sapring
well which supplies a recservoir

connected to the distribution network.

(iv) Hedeniya scheme scrves 1300 peorle &nd,
apart from one house conunection to the
Co-operaiive Storss, the rest of the
population uses 18 stand posts, out of
which only 10 are functioning. The
source is e gpring well situated in a

paddy field surrounded by hills.
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(v) Kulugammana has two scparate small
schemes. The firast depends on a
spring well and serves only the temple
and a school - & total population of
about 600, The wscond serves 200
people through four stand posts and

the source is8 a s8pring well.

All these sgchemes aro based on gravity flow.
Except one well at Kulugammana which 1s covered with
a concrete glab all other intakes are open, the pools
especially are subjected to contamination ithrough
surface run off water, Four facters ma>e tlhese

achemes unsatislactory

(i) Imadequacy of supply during the dry

season
(ii) Defective planuing
(iii) Inadequate maintenance

(£v) Non availability of trecatment ariangemont.

The tests conducted by the Fiunich Consultants of &ll
these schemea show that watce 1s not of good quality

cxcept that in the Hedeniya schema,

Spouts form the other iwmportant source of
water for drinking, batning and washing in Harispattuwa.
Of the five leocations under study at Ankumbura and
Dolapihilia 23 per ceut and O per ceunt of thce peonle
roespectively depend en this sourcs. Spouts or
Farliillas are of wvarious types but geuerally those used
for drinking are constructed by bullding a cement
encloure to reitain water rrom a gspring and with an
cutlet pipe. These are invariably open for pollution

a8 there are no protection against surface drainage.
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Rivers and atreans coﬁstitute the next
important source or water for bathing, washing and
washing of clothes.'he Mahaweli flowing along the
southern fringe of the Project area contains turbid
and polluted water bul, compared to the water of the
Pinga Oya, and its cributaries spread out in the
entire Projoct aren, its water quality is better.
The imain tributarics of Pinga Oya are Konakalagala
Oya, Ankumbura Oya and Hunan Oya. Hydrolegical and
meteorological data arc not available for the Pinga
Oya. But during most parts of the year the flow is
toc small to supply the water needs of Harispattuwa
withonut storage tanks. The water in these atreams,
though good in physical and cthemical quality, is
unsafe hygienically dve to presence of settlements
and intensive cultivation in the catchment area
causing pollution from domestic and animal waste.
The s!'rcams are also usad in certain flaces am garbage
dumps and outlets fo:; domestic and hospital waste
wate.. Nowhere in the iocations covered by the

intensive survey is this water usaed for drinking.

3. Harispattuwa - Pattern of Water Use

In all aspects of water use traditional pattern
8till remains virtually unchanged in Harigpattuwa
with the well being the main source of supply and the
clay pot carried by women remaining the main vessel
ugsad for fetching and storage of water. Out of the
five locations studied, only Ankumbure, as a rural
town with a small piped water system, differs from thais
pattern. (Tables 1 and 2).
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Functional variation between wells is not
very rigid, For purpeoses of drinking, reocking and
mincr body washes same wells are oftoen used. These
three functions are alsc considered inter-related ia
that generally the gseme fatching vesselis and
containers are used for all three purposes. For
bathing separate wells are gencerally used, however,
in the case of a privately owned drinking well, =ut
used in comnon, the owner may retain the privilcege

of using it for both drinking and bathing.

Water from a good well, sufficiently daep and
properly constructed is gencrally preferrod for
drinking purposes. Whenever coanveniently available
agoutys are preferred where wafsr can be coliecied
dgirectly from the spiring. "%, generally, where
the water {from the spouts is collected in ponds which
are cpen to polluticn and &re alego insufficiently
maintained they are considered unsatiafactory scurves

of drinking water.

Most villagors desire to have their ocwn
private walls, though they may not debar tho
neiyvhbonrs from using tucm in times of difficulty. A
properly constructed well i3 beyond the means cf wmost
villagers and as a result the popular drinking wells
generally belong to men of iwmeans in the village wio
in timesa of difficulty may expect preferential rights.
Drinking wells, though privately owned are generally
open to public vse as concepis of merit and charity
prevalent among villagers clearly lay down that
driunking water should never be denied to Llhe necd;
and that such deeds are highly meritoerious, There
ars woells constructed hy those with gufficient means

for publi: use for tne specifiin purpose of acquiring
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merit or transferring merit to their departed
parents or relatives. Beliefs arc also prevalent
that exclusive use of wells is also undesriable as

they may he used as a means to poison the owners.

As in Llhe case of drinking water, the well
forms the principal source of water for bathiug and
washing of clothes, Forr these purposes generally
common Sources are used., Besides, bathing and
washing of clothes are often done at the same time
The Project area is adeguately served with z’‘reams
and spouts though the supply in most may not be
sutficient for bathing during the dry seasons. or
tne five locations only Ankumbura is served with the
four major alternative sources, wells, spouis,
streams and piped water. Tne first preference here
is the spout but this may not be considered the
typical pattern. Here the piped water supply is
extremely defective with only a few house connections,
The siream at this location is badly polluted and
those whe use this gource fosr bathing and washing of
clothes have to go a ccnsiderable distance upstream.
The general pattern in the five locations with 66.7
per cent using wells and 15.3 per cent using rivers
and streams and 11.8 per cent using spouts appear to
he more typical of tarispattuwa. The river and
streams form the only alternative during the dry
months for most peoprle and during normal times the
conveniance both for bhathing and washing of clothes
makes it acceptable to a considerable number of people.
Although it is commonly knowin that the streams are
polluted in various wa:rs the villagers believe that,
as runuing water, they are sufficiently clean for

bathing purposes. (Table 3).
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The major problem in regard to the supply
of water in llarigpacttuwa is caused by periodic
droughts..he¢Water aupply is more seriously affocted
during the January-March than the August-November
periocd. Over 40 per cent of the wells in
Harisvattuwa dry up during the former period and
water in most others becowme inadegquata to meat the
regular demand. However, in most villages there
are a few pervnnial wells which supply the basic
drinking cequirements for a sghort period. The first
response of the people appears to be to change the
iregular sources of water and to resort to sources
that are normally ccnsidered unsatisfactory for
drinking. During this time people start going to
distant wells from very early hours of the morning,
to collect their drinking requirements. As a

result even in the perennial wells the water supply

is exhausted within a few hours. At Batuambe only
two out of 17 wells withstand the drought and their
water supply is exhausted by 7 a.m. Even at

Uguressapitiya the same pattern is noticed in regard
to drinking requirements, and for bathing they walk
two miles to the Mahaweli Ganga. At both these
locations, the last resort of the people is to dig
shallow pits in the paddy fields or stream beds for
their minimum' requirements, rowever unsatisfactory

the quiality of water may be.

Even in all five piped water schemes which are
fed by streams or spring wells the supply is seriously
affected during the dry period. Intermittent supply
causes an additional risk of poliution in places like

Ankumbura where a section of the supply line is placed
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in a drain and is damaged at several places.
Ankumbure, Hedeniya, and Alewatugoda which are
buirlt-up areas with relatively high density of
population face serious difficulties due to the

shortage of alternative sources nearby. {(Table 4).

The wide variety of wells in Harispattuwa
may be categorised under four headings on the basis
of (a) style of construction snd (b) susceptibility

to contamination:

(1) Wells lined with cement or concrute
with a protective wall, and withn
an apron and draivage facilities
permitting little ¢or no contamination

from surface drainage c~ seepage.

{2) Wells partially lined, with a protectiva
wall but no apron or drainage
facilities. This construction
provides no protection against seespage

of surface water.

{3) Wells constructed with uncemented stone
lining without both a drainage-procf
protective wall ard an apron. This
is susceptible to contamination from

surface drainage and seepage.

(4) Mud Holes and Ura Kota
Mud holes are shallow unlined pits
dug in or around paddy fielda. There
is generally no protection against
outside contamination through surface
drainage or seepuaie. Those 3in paddy

fields are particunlarly susceptible
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for cnemical pollution from
fertilizer, weedicines and
insecticides. 953;5233

(a continuation cof the traditional
method of well canstruction in low
ilying omuddy arewsus by inserting iree
trunks into @ shellow mud hale)
provides the esfirct of a lining but
protection against surface
contamination is very wminimal.

(Table 5).

The category (1) by general consensus,
represents the ide-~l type. Due to ite cost of
construction very few such wells eare found in study
locations, and these belong to thas few rich families
or have been constructed with Jovernment assistance
ol by local authorities. Many public wells have
fallen into dis-use dne to faulty constiruction or
inadequate maintenance. Az the accompanyin; table
indicates majority of the wells in the study location

belonz to categories (2) and (3).

From the villager's pcint of view the ideal
type may not constitute the scurce of best guality
drinking water. Ac€ording to their criteria even a
mud hole may be preferuble to a better protected well,
Their preferences are determined by traditional

concepts of good water.

. People's Perception of Gond Water

Superficlally, people's criteria of good water

appear to be varied but some of the traditiional concepts
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regarding sood water seem to peraist unchanged.
These concepts are often conditioned,by notions
associated with indigonous and Ayurvedic medical
systems, The gquality of waler is judged generally
according to sensory porceptions, The popular
conception of geced water is that it should he

(a) clear or colourless (b)) odourless {(c) tastelzss

or of neutral taasate.

Clcarness implies basicgally that thero are no
particles in the water, and t{hisz quality is expresssad
by the villagers as pedi diya as againzti bura diya
i.e., turbid water. &ater of wells which shown a
bluish tinge, obviously due to exposzure to ithe sun
and reflection of the sky, iz coensidered gonod. Odours
thot are ideuntified as non-accentable, rre e.g. smell

of mud (mada ganda), smell of fish (pili/sini gandal.

As rogards objectionable tastes the viewsapgpear to be
more specifice Kivul raha meaning taste of hauvd
water, mada raha - taste of nud, pal raha - teste of
fermeantation, malakada ralha - iron taste ara among
the more prevalent. Ideally, vater should Le
tasteless, but people r-~fer ito the taste orf waler
(diya rana) and differcat qualities of water. Some
water is belleved to give a satisfying or refreshing
tagsta. One objection to drinking boiled water is
ithat it lacks this satisfying taste. Another dJdeasiia: le
taste of water is associated with fresh clay pots,

nevum raha, taste of freshnens, to the extent that

there prevails a tradition of boking the clay pots on
a paddy atraw fire fiom time 1o time to obtain this
taste. This is also the methsd adopted for cleaning

cf pots.

Fxposure to the sun is thought to make the
water, particularly in welila, pure. A well which

cengtantly overspills is alun rated high in the scale



of acceptance, because constant overspilling is
alsc ought +o purify the water. The purest form
of watceyr lwwwever is apring water, because it is

believed thal such water is frea of impurities.

Yor bathing, in general, same criteria ag
for drinhing watevr ave applied: that it sheuld be
clear, cdourlesx and in addition it should be cool.
Traditionally water in wells under kKuinbuk trees are
believed to be cooul. Wells that constantly overilow
as well As water from spouts, which is also believed
to be cool end fresh, are considered good for bathing.
With resard to raivers and siceams only those that
conlain warer that is clear and wnich flows fast are
sons,doered suitable for bhathing. Hard water is
aveidoed wherevar possible for bathing as well as for

wazahing of clothes.

5. Yideas of Water Poliction

——

The well occupics an important place In the
daily 1ife of the family end special eftorts are
made e see inat the well 18 located and maintaiuned
properlye. The well should uwot be too close to the
latz-aire and to gheds where animnls are kept. Xt
should not be located at an elecvation lower than that
of the latrine. These beliefs indicate the
presence of an idea of pollution through ground
scupaLe. It is alcvo believed that the environment
of tl.c well should be clean and pleasant. The
surroundings ars oftern regularly swept and sometimes

flowers are grown around the well.



128

Regarding the use of-the well there axeo
clear notions of behavicur. Drinking wells are
expected to be used exclusively for that purpose.
Vhers wells are used for drinking and bathing, it
i3 an accepted practice thatl bathers and wasbers ol
clothes should draw water fiom tha well to aveid
used water draining dback inte the well. Lven
ususced watler should uost Ve allowved te fail back into
the well, Pecple believe that the drowing vessel

-

and the rvope attachaed to i1 could make the water
unclean and, thercfore, prefer lhat a acparale vessel
and rope are malintained for cormon usae. i1hese are
sometimes placed on a special wooden stand to

prewveunt them from getting dirty; but this iz cxtrewmely
TATS . In conmon drinking we  ls where such

2rrangemerts ave not present, every fuomily (eels that

the others are using uanclean vessels.

Fetching vessels, mainly the clay pets and
tuckets, are normelly washed at the well befora
collecring water., Ofte.. 2t i3 done just Wy rinsing
the inside with water and sometines sand is alse uwsed.
At howe, traditionally, there is a special arrangemment
to kcep water containers pasrticularly when sitored in

clay pota. A diya messa 1is constructed with sticka

in the back verandal adjacent to the kitciiern, avovt
three feeot high to avoid getting exposed to dust

and dirto. It also makes dispensaing of waler _asier,
The vessecly are always kept closed often with coconut
shells which is algo used to dravw waler from the

cuntainer.

There are coertarn stronrs taboos against pollution
of walsca Urination, and dofaecation and even

spitting iato wells are unpardoenrable oflfencese



Polluting even a atrcam by these acts is strongsy
disapproved of. Those who indulge in such acts

are traditionally condcmned to L born as water snakas.

Wells that are not persnnial,neecd te be cleaned
at tha =2nd of every drought as dried up wells are
corsidered Lo collect dirt. Evenn those that do nat
dry up completely may require cleaning as the
sta,naut water becowmes unusalle. In the cave cf
drinking wells particularly cleaqing is considered a
man's jeb but women may participate in the emptying
of the well, Gnce the water is emptied the clcaning
of the inside, particularly scrajging the sides and
removing sediments and decayed material is done by
mean, The springs of the well are conaidered almost
gsacred and people are vot supposged to look mat the
well when the gpring is bared as it is believed that
it may dry up due to avil eye, It is also custcmary
to put flowers into the cleaned well and the type of
flever that is generally used is Retmal (Ixora
coceinea) which in exoccist cults are commonly used
to repetl spiritse. Owing to this ritualistic
pruvcedure women ar=s unot cxpected to enter Lhse well
Lor clesninge. Al Maadnndawala elders strongly held
this view and even referred to ayx instance wherse the
sprangs dried up berause of women entering the well
to clean it. Butbing walls rre generally shallow
and though periodically cleaned ns ritualistic
importance is attached to them, This probably
explain the fact that women often clean bathing wells

which wty involve merely emptying them.

Clcaning wells, as in the case of constructing

vells, is censidered a meritorious act and communal



participation is8 generaliy forticoming in the more
traditional wvillages. In new settlements, as
Betuambe, where age old customs that used to zuide
communal activitie’s are uot mn atroung, stiilar
participation for cleaning of welles have been
ochserved to he more diffirult. Such participation
has to be organizazd through modern instituticnalized

moans such a4z siiramadana campalgihs

6. Consumpticn of Water

(i) Domestic

"Their common drink ig ¢nly water: ...
When they drinl they touch not the Pot
with their moutl:, buvi uold it at a
distunce, and pour it in ...

They always wash thceir hands end
mouth both before anid aftar thev hove
eateny but for othera t:i pour the
watar on their hands Lg looked npon os
an affrent. For sc¢ they do to thots,
whom they accounl not wr:thy to haundle
their Water Pot. But when they wauh
with one hand they po.r ot themzelves
upon the othex. They azre very cloanly
botnn in their bodies and heade, which
they do very c¢iten waszbh, oand also wh=a

they hava becen 7t gtool they mahe uce

of water".

(khnox ps 139
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The principal purposes for which water is
used at homs are diinking, cooking, washing of
uteitsils, minor body washey and ablutions. The
amsunt of water reqguired for thesge purposes may vary
due to several factore. More tiian the actual size
of the family it i3 the composition of the family
that has a greater beinyg on the gquantity of water
ascd., Mostl clderly members go to the weil for
their morning and afternoon body washes whercas
children are not gencrally sent to the well unless
accempanied by an adult. ‘ierefore families with &«
nunbar ¢f young children and infants tend 1o consunes
mere water at home. The type of cwccupatiocn also
has & bearing on the consumplion pattern. Workers
ani ayiarian labouvers alwoys have their evening wash
or brih at the ploce of work% or at o convenient well

or w-ter course ¢a their way.

Socio-cconouic Aifferentiation in Hariaspattuwa
have not laed to widely different life styles. The
wealthy asg well as the poorest on the whola depend on
the water brought hcme from the well and stored in
containcrs which .2 not widely different either.
Yery Tow of the wealthy have separnie ator:ge tanks.
The number of Lhese whio have their private domestic
waler systems 1s insigcificant. Therefore, there is
ha:diy noticeable chiangze in ceoeasumption level on the

basis of income ditvrferciiiation. (Tanle 6).

The correlation between the distancs and
consumpyion of water is more sevident. Amonng thoso
wuo consume meore than 15 litres per day per person 75
per cent live within 100 meters of the water source.

Oui ©. the sample of 14h familics there was only one
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instance where the distance to the sourcoe was
over 100 meters and the por capita consumption was

over L5 litres.

However, the factor that has to be taken into
account in assessing the ceonsumption pattern is the
nature of the terrain. Tiie mout places the wvells
arce laocated at the level of paddy fields and the
gei tlements are ot a higher ~levation. Highly
eroded foot paiths lsading to the vaells or the narrow
mu! beanks across paddy fielde, which become
particnlarly slipyrery during rain, arc common
features in Harispa‘iuwa, The difficulty of carrying
a pat ard a bucket of water slong these steep and
groded fout paths or mud benks ceoenstitute a ma jor
constraint on domcatic consumption. Ti.ose living
at hicher elevations generally visit the well only
in the morning and evening and the quantity that can
be cairried is also censiderably less than otherwise,

(Table 7).

Mecasuring consumption where piped sarvices are
available is difficult due to the absence of water
metexd, At Ankumbure although e piped service is
available the supply 15 irregular and most people
avoid thie source for drinking purposes and use the

pihslin.

Tha amount of water used strictly for drinking
purposes is difficult to assess as the water that is
carried home and kept in the same cilay or aluminium
pot i3 used at least for both drinking aud cooking
PUrponses. No effort dis generally made te Keep

the dvrinking water scparately. The wore affluent
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gonietlimics keep a separale clay vessel or bottles
to keorp drinking wator, particularly when it is

ve1led,

Zi. Bathing

Batning habits are influenced by three ma jor
factors: the climatic pattein, beliefs and concepts
associated with traditional mediciuwe and religious

rituaig and practices,

I'enple Lend to balhe more frequently during hot
and huwmid months whei hody perspiration is generally
high, and least during the ra,ny seasons. A8 regards
the time of the day, they prurer to bathe wihen the
sun is up bul not durimg the hottest hour of the day,
which iy between 1-2 p.m. Larly morning is

considcered good fouy bathing for everybody for general

fitness. Infants are also bhathed befcre the sun
gets hcotl., Bathing in the evenings is considercd
unsuitiable for heslth 1easons. Dut this pattern is

ofren :nterfered by other factors like occupation and
bouschoid work,<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>