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Bibliography on Participation and Participatory Methods in Development 
Work and Research 

 
 

Introduction to the bibliography 
 
Participatory approaches to development provide mechanisms for local stakeholders to influence 
and share control of development initiatives, decisions, and resources (World Bank Operations 
Evaluation Department, OED, 2001).  
 
This bibliography on participatory approaches and participation in development work has been 
prepared in 2002 in connection with work on the 2nd edition of the book: Britha Mikkelsen 
“Methods for Development Work and Research – A Guide for Practitioners”, first published by 
Sage Publications, New Delhi, in 1995. The focus of the bibliography was also inspired by Maria 
Dyhr Andreassen’s recent experience from working with participatory methods in an agricultural 
project in Malawi.  
 
The bibliography is selective. No attempt has been made to exhaust this huge subject area of 
participatory methods. The objective is to present a selection of new literature on participatory 
field study methods in development work and research. Practical applications of participatory 
methods as well as critical analysis of uses and abuses are included.  
 
The bibliography is divided into three parts. Part 1 presents a selection of publications on 
participatory approaches that are primarily found in essential periodicals and books. Part 2 
presents literature accessible on the Internet. Part 3 lists websites of organisations, institutes etc. 
where relevant literature and publications can be found and in most cases be downloaded.  
 
The following criteria were used for the inclusion of the around 120 titles and 15 websites:  
 

• Publications that illustrate experience with participatory methods, e.g. specific examples, 
case-studies or real life situations rather than publications which discuss theoretical issues 
mainly.  

• Participatory methods are increasingly applied not only at community level but also at 
sector and policy levels in development work. Hence, literature on macro, meso and 
micro level is included in the bibliography. 

• Recent publications. Publication year is primarily from 2000 to the end of 2002. A few 
exceptions are made to key publications from before 2000. 

• The bibliography is meant to give a broad picture of the publications and literature 
available within the area of participation and participatory approaches. This means that 
publications dealing with the same issues are reduced to a few examples in order to 
present a larger variety of issues.  

• Two types of international organisations and institutes are listed in part 3. A) The 
organisations that present specific Internet sites about participatory resource areas and B) 
organisations, which do not have a particular link to a participation site but nevertheless 
hold a significant number of publications and documents about participation. Eldis is a 
central site because of its large information database on development issues.  

• A small selection of data analysis software for qualitative data is also included. 
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The titles are listed alphabetically according to author (or organisation if author is not specified). 
Keywords are highlighted within the summary text. References in part 2 include the direct links 
to the documents. Be aware that these links are sometimes closed and new ones are formed. The 
dates in brackets following each reference link indicate when the link was accessible. If the links 
are closed, we recommend using the search function on the specific website.  
 
An index of keywords has been included to assist your search and to give a fast overview of the 
contents of the bibliography. The numbers in the index refer to page numbers.  
 
The bibliography is intended as a guide to the most recent publications, literature and websites in 
the field of participation and participatory methods. It will hopefully prove useful to students, 
researchers and practitioners interested in development work. Additionally, it can provide more 
experienced people with new inputs to where interesting literature on participatory methods can 
be found.  
 
We welcome any comments and/or additional inputs to the bibliography for the preparation of 
future editions. 
 
The bibliography has been prepared by Maria Dyhr Andreassen, M.Sc.in Agriculture/Land Use in 
Developing Countries, with support from Britha Mikkelsen, PhD Environment, Technology and 
Social Studies, in collaboration between Cowi and IIS (Institute for International Studies, former 
Centre for Development Research, CDR, Copenhagen). The DCISM Library (Library at IIS) has 
provided useful advice and comments. 
 
 
Copenhagen, February 2003  
 
Maria Dyhr Andreassen  Britha Mikkelsen  
maria@dyhr-zangenberg.dk  bhm@cowi.dk     
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Part 1 – Library Search 

 
 
Author Title Reference Summary 
Agarwal, B. Participatory exclusions, 

community forestry and 
gender: An analysis for 
South Asia and a 
conceptual framework 

World 
Development, Vol. 
29, No. 10, 
pp.1623-1648, 
2001 

Presentation of the pro blem with participatory 
exclusions  (e.g. gender). The different 
participation levels are listed (nominal, passive, 
consultative etc.). The data is based on a case 
study in India and Nepal involving community 
forestry  

Anyonge, 
T.M. et al. 

Scaling up participatory 
agroforestry extension in 
Kenya: From pilot projects 
to extension policy 

Development in 
Prac tice, Vol. 11, 
No. 4, pp.449-459, 
2001 

This paper describes developments in 
agroforestry extension in Kenya. It provides 
examples of innovative aspects within a 
conventional service-delivery programme and 
describes in some detail the successes, weaknesses 
and opportunities of the pilot activities using a 
participatory extension methodology.  

Aune, J.B. Logical Framework 
Approach and PRA – 
Mutually exclusive or 
complementary tools for 
project planning 

Development in 
Practice, Vol. 10, 
No. 5, pp.687-690, 
2000 

Can Logical Framework Approach (LFA) and 
Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) be 
combined in project planning? A method is 
described and the conclusion is that LFA is for 
structuring, PRA for identifying local problems 
and foster decision making  at the local level. 

Barrientos, S. 
et al. 

Stakeholder participation, 
gender and codes of 
conduct in South Africa 

Development in 
Practice, Vol. 11, 
No. 5, pp.575-586, 
2001 

Consideration of how gender sensitivity in the 
monitoring and verification of codes can be 
enhanced within a multi-stakeholder framework. 
The data is based on evidence from a case study of 
export horticulture in South Africa. Practical 
policy recommendations and implementation. 

Bartlett, S. Children and development 
assistance: The need to 
reorient priorities and 
programmes 

Development in 
Practice, vol. 11, 
No. 1, pp.62-72, 
2001 

Discussion about the fact that children should be 
given more focus by donors - it could result in 
more effective use of the resources available for 
poverty reduction. Development assistance 
neglects the children’s needs . Children’s 
participation can result in different views on a 
given situation. 

Bellon, M.R. Participatory research 
methods for technology 
evaluation: A manual for 
scientists working with 
farmers 

Centro 
Internacional de 
Mejoramiento de 
Maiz y Trigo 
(CIMMYT), 
Mexico, 2001 

The manual presents methods  that enable 
agricultural scientists and farmers to evaluate 
technologies/practices  jointly.  

Bhattacharjee, 
P. 

Stepping Stones -a 
participatory tool to 
integrate gender into 
HIV/AIDS work 

Development in 
Practice, Vol. 10, 
No. 5, pp.691-694, 
2000 

Description of the participatory tool: Stepping 
Stones, which has been developed for working on 
HIV/AIDS issues from a gender perspective. 
How the tool can be effectively used. 

Blair, H. Part icipation and 
accountability at the 
periphery: Democratic 
local governance in six 
countries 

World 
Development, Vol. 
28, No. 1, pp.21-
39, 2000 

Analysis of participation and accountability – 
two topics that show significant potential for 
promoting democratic local governance. 
However, there are limitations to what 
participation can deliver. Diagrams of linkages 
with participation and accountability are shown.  

Bond, R. et al. Integrated Impact 
Assessment for sustainable 
development: A case study 
approach 

World 
Development, Vol. 
29, No. 6, 
pp.1011-1024, 
2001 

The article contributes to the development of a 
useable methodology for conducting integrated 
impact assessment by using case study 
experiences of development proposals . Three 
case studies are examined to see how appraisal 
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2001 case studies are examined to see how appraisal 
was carried out in practice.  

Botchway, K. Paradox of Empowerment: 
Reflections on a case 
study from Northern 
Ghana 

World 
Development, Vol. 
29, No. 1, pp.135-
153, 2001 

Critical examination of the notion of 
participation as the basis of empowerment in the 
context of a rural development project in Ghana.  

Brock, K. and 
Mcgee, R. 
(eds.) 
 

Knowing poverty – 
Critical reflections on 
participatory research and 
policy 

Earthscan 
Publications, 
London, 2002 

The book presents a series of reflections about 
participatory poverty research and the 
contribution it has made to the process of making 
policy for poverty reduction.   

Brown, D. et 
al.  

Participation in Practice – 
Case studies from The 
Gambia 

Overseas 
Development 
Institute, London, 
2002 

The books purpose is to research the value, 
significance and viability of Participatory Rural 
Appraisal  (PRA) through a series of detailed case 
studies in one arena of change, rural Gambia. A 
number of valuable conclusions are drawn and a 
series of policy recommendations for donors and 
practitioners are given.  

Buhler, W. et 
al. 

Science, agriculture and 
research – A compromised 
participation 

Earthscan 
Publications Ltd, 
London, 2002 

The book describes agricultural development 
through several decades and centuries, modern 
times’ biotechnology, the rise of participation 
and the area of a comprised participation. Case 
study from Nigeria. 

Carrión, D.M. Democracy and social 
participation in Latin 
American cities 

Development in 
Practice, Vol. 11, 
No. 2 & 3, pp.208-
217, 2001 

The article discusses how democracy and 
popular participation can solve urban issues - 
but it requires clear guiding principles and 
methodologies. A list of criteria for popular 
participation in community development and 
management programmes is given. 

Castelloe P. 
and Watson, 
T. 

The Participatory Change 
Process: A capacity 
building model from a US 
NGO 

Development in 
Practice, Vol. 10, 
No. 2, pp.240-244, 
2000 

Description of the Participatory Change Process 
(PCP). The five major activities of the PCP are 
explained (incl. practical methods). PCP is a 
confluence of three approaches: PRA, popular 
education and community organisation 

Chambers, R. Participatory Workshops, 
a sourcebook of 21 sets of 
ideas & activities  

Earthscan 
Publications Ltd, 
London, 2002 

The book originates in participatory workshops  
and training in which the author has been 
involved, and in attempts to move from “teaching” 
to participatory learning . The ideas, activities 
and tips are for facilitators, trainers and teachers, 
and for those who organize and manage 
workshops.  

Chirwa, E.W. 
et al. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Participation and impact 
of poverty-oriented public 
works projects in rural 
Malawi 

Development 
Policy Review, 
vol. 20, No. 2, 
pp.159-176, 2002 

A presentation of factors influencing 
participation in the poverty-oriented public 
works programme in rural Malawi . Analysis of 
the determinants of the revealed positive socio-
economic impact among the participants. E.g. the 
impact of the programme increases with female 
participants and the numbers per household 
participating. 

Christiaensen, 
L. et al. 

Comparing village 
characteristics derived 
from rapid appraisals and 
household surveys: A tale 
from Northern Mali 

Development 
Studies, Vol. 37, 
No. 3, pp.1-20, 
2001 

A comparison of information obtained using 
participatory appraisal techniques 
(participatory village mapping exercise) with a 
household survey randomly drawn from a locally 
administrated census. The two different surveys 
produce different results.  

Cooke, B. and 
Kothari, U. 
(eds) 

Participation, The new 
tyranny? 

Zed Books, 
London, 2001 

The primary aim of this book is to provide a set of 
more rigorous and critical insights  into the 
participatory development discourse than has up 
till now been the case, through a conceptual and 
ideological examination of its theory, methods 
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ideological examination of its theory, methods 
and practices. 

Cornwall, A. Beneficiary, Consumer, 
Citizen: Perspectives on 
participation for poverty 
reduction 

Sida studies No.2, 
Sida, Stockholm, 
2002 

The paper takes the declarations of intent and 
arguments for participation made in the 1970s as 
a starting point for exploring chancing 
perspectives on participation for poverty 
reduction over the last two decades. For example, 
it examines the practices associated with 
“community participation”, “participatory 
development” and “participation in 
development” over this period.  

Cornwall, A. Making Spaces, Changing 
Places: Situating 
Participation in 
Development 

IDS Working 
Paper 170, 35 p., 
2002 

The paper seeks to explore issues of power and 
difference in the making and shaping of spaces for 
participation in development. Among other areas 
it examines the emergence of different kinds of 
spaces for participation in development.  

Dart, J. et al. 
 
 
 

The most significant 
change approach for 
monitoring an Australian 
extension project 

PLA Notes 38, 
pp.47-52, June 
2000 
 

Description of the Most Significant Change 
(MSC) approach for monitoring  and evaluation. 
Step 1-6. The experiences gained during a 12-
month trial are highlighted.  

Dewalt, K.M. 
and Dewalt, 
B.R. 
 
 

Participant observation – 
A guide for fieldworkers 

Altamira Press, 
Walnut Creek, 
2002 

A general guide for fieldworkers on how to 
become The Participant Observer and carry out 
participant observations. The guide contains 
Codes of Ethics for Anthropology and Sociology. 
The material includes issues like designing 
research, informal interviews  and writing and 
analysing field notes .  

Estrella, M. et 
al. (eds.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning from change, 
issues and experiences in 
participatory monitoring 
and evaluation 

IT Publications, 
London, 2000 

Collection of experiences in participatory 
monitoring and evaluation (PM&E) from 
around the world. Different stories are told from 
different perspectives, contexts and settings. The 
focus is on the PM&E process. Emphasis on what 
is being monitored and evaluated, who is 
measuring and how different concerns and 
interests are represented. Collection of 12 case 
studies. 

Friis -Hansen, 
E. and 
Sthapit, B. 
(eds.) 

Participatory approaches 
to the conservation and 
use of plant genetic 
resources 

International Plant 
Genetic Resources 
Institute (IPGRI), 
Rome, 2000 

The book describes participatory approaches to 
conservation and use of plant genetic resources. 
Case studies from e.g. Ethiopia, Vietnam, 
Somalia, Nepal and Mexico.  

Gasper, D. Anecdotes, situations, 
histories - varieties and 
uses of cases in thinking 
about ethics and 
development practice 

Development and 
Change, Vol. 31, 
No. 5, pp.1055-
1083, 2000 

Referring to a wide variety of case studies, 
anecdotes and abstracted choice situations, the 
article considers the range and roles of different 
types of cases presented in trying to understand 
tensions, conflicts and choices in development.  

Gaventa, J. et 
al. (eds.) 

Making rights real: 
Exploring citizenship, 
participation and 
accountability 

IDS Bulletin, Vol. 
33, No. 2, pp.1-11, 
2002 

In the bulletin, researchers share emerging work 
around themes related to the meanings of rights 
and citizenship, spaces and places for 
participation, and new forms of accountability.  

Gladwin, 
C.H. et al. 

The quality of science in 
participatory research: A 
case study from Eastern 
Zambia 

World 
Development, Vol. 
30, No. 4, pp.523-
543, 2002 

A discussion on how to combine participatory 
methods with scientific methods . Is there a 
“tradeoff” between researcher’s use of 
ethnographic participatory methods  and a 
commitment to the conventional sampling  and 
data collection? Which methods should be given 
most attention? The data is based on a case study 
about improved fallow adoption in Zambia – 
using problem trees/decision models. 
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Haggar, J. et 
al. 

Participatory design of 
agroforestry systems: 
developing farmer 
participatory research 
methods in Mexico 

Development in 
Practice, vol. 11, 
No. 4, pp.417-424, 
2001 

The article describes participatory research that 
combines the knowledge of farmers and 
researchers  which promotes the development of a 
variety of agroforestry options that may meet the 
needs of the farmers. The case study is from 
South-east Mexico.  

Hall, A. et al. Why research partnerships 
really matter : Innovation 
theory, institutional 
arrangements and 
implications for 
developing new 
technology for the poor 

World 
Development, Vol. 
29, No. 5, pp.783-
797, 2001 

The article argues that a partnership approach 
should be adopted as a core methodology for 
engaging science and technology development 
with the livelihood demands of the poor. 
Especially in connection to agricultural 
development is partnership mentioned. Case 
studies are presented. 

Harrison, E. 
 
 
 
 
 

“The problem with the 
locals”: Partnership and 
participation in Ethiopia 

Development and 
Change, Vol. 33, 
No. 4, pp.587-610, 
2002 

Examination of the proliferation of development 
discourses  about participation and partnership, 
focusing on natural resource management 
policy in Ethiopia. One conclusion: Relationships 
between the state  and donors are contested and 
negotiated. 

Holmes, T. 
and Scoones, 
I. 

Participatory environment 
policy processes: 
experiences from North 
and South 

IDS Working 
Paper 113, 62 p., 
2000  

The paper deals with the area of citizen across the 
world should play a role in informing and shaping 
environmental policy. The approaches: 
Deliberative Inclusionary Processes (DIPs) are 
explored in different settings through 35 case 
studies from north to south.  

Howard, P.L. Beyond the ‘grim 
resisters’: towards more 
effective gender 
mainstreaming through 
stakeholder participation 

Development in 
Practice, Vol. 12, 
No. 2, pp.164-176, 
2002 

The article focuses on the critical issue of 
stakeholder involvement in gender 
mainstreaming. Three practical experiences 
within the UN system illustrate the importance of 
this issue. 

Hulme, D. Impact Assessment 
Methodologies for 
microfinance: Theory, 
experience and better 
practice 

World 
Development, Vol. 
28, No. 1, pp.79-
98, 2000 

Review of methodological options for the impact 
assessment (IA) of microfinance. The article 
presents three paradigms of impact assessment: 
The scientific method, The humanities tradition 
and The participatory learning and action 
(PLA ).  

Jackson, P. Square pegs and round 
holes: participatory 
methodologies among 
entrepreneurs in 
Zimbabwe 

Development in 
Practice, Vol. 10, 
No. 5, pp.712-715, 
2000 

Presentation of the ESAM (Enabling state 
assessment methodology), which is derived from 
PRA and RRA. A brief outline of the technique is 
given and the question: does it work? is answered. 
A table with the different interview techniques 
used is included.  

Jansen, E.G. 
et al.  

Constraints and 
opportunities for 
community participation 
in the management of the 
Lake Victoria Fisheries  

Forum for 
Development 
Studies, Vol. 27, 
No. 1, pp.95-133, 
2000 

Community participation is defined and 
discussed in relation to the Lake Victoria 
fisheries. Following is a discussion of the 
important areas for community participation and 
the wider framework that influences the 
opportunities for participation in these areas. A 
table illustrates how people can participate in 
development programmes.  

Kleemeier, E. The impact of 
participation on 
sustainability: An analysis 
of the Malawi rural piped 
scheme program 

World 
Development, Vol. 
28, No. 5, pp.929-
944, 2000 

Discussion of the link between participation and 
sustainability, in connection to the findings from 
a study of operation and maintenance on rural 
water supplies. It is stated that the participatory 
approach only “fits” the small-scale community 
projects. A paragraph discusses the issue of 
improving the participatory model. 

Kolavalli, S. 
and Kerr, J. 

Scaling up participatory 
watershed development in 

Development and 
Change, Vol. 33, 

Examination of how much community 
participation has been advanced by governments 
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and Kerr, J. watershed development in 
India 

Change, Vol. 33, 
No. 2, pp.213-235, 
2002 

participation has been advanced by governments 
extended use of participatory approaches. The 
article suggests a way to mainstream participation 
in government programmes. Cases from 
watershed development in India are included.  

Kumar, S. Does “participation” in 
common pool resource 
management help the 
poor? A social cost-benefit 
analysis of Joint Forest 
Management in 
Jharkhand, India  

World 
Development, Vol. 
30, No. 5, pp.763-
782, 2002 

A description of how community participation - 
in relation to joint forest management, is used to 
reduce the forest degradation in India. The 
conclusion is however that the poor are net losers 
over a longer time horizon.  

Kumar, S. 
 
 
 
 

Methods for community 
participation – A complete 
guide for practitioners 

Vistaar 
Publications, New 
Delhi, 2002 

The book presents the concept of participation 
with its multiple dimensions. The PRA (and 
RRA) concept are described incl. origin, 
principles and applications. PRA methods are 
further explained and illustrated – advantages and 
limitations are noted.   

Leeuwis, C. Reconceptualizing 
Participation for 
Sustainable Rural 
Development: Towards a 
Negotiation Approach 

Development and 
Change, Vol. 31, 
No. 5, pp.931-959, 
2000 

A discussion of the negotiation theory as a basis 
for organizing participatory development - 
instead of the theoretical assumptions that can lead 
to unproductive development. A List of tasks in 
Integrative Negotiation are presented together 
with different case studies.  

McGee, R. 
and Norton, 
A. 

Participation in Poverty 
Reduction Strategies: A 
synthesis of experience 
with participatory 
approaches to policy 
design, implementation 
and monitoring 

IDS Working 
Paper No. 109, 84 
p., 2000 

Review of the experiences to date in applying 
participatory approaches to macro-level policy 
formulation, implementation and monitoring . 
Different examples are given. 

McGee, R. et 
al. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assessing participation in 
poverty reduction strategy 
papers: A desk-based 
synthesis of experience in 
Sub-Saharan Africa 

IDS Research 
Report 52, 88 p., 
2002 

A presentation of practices and experiences of 
civil society participation in the development of 
Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs). 
The conclusion is that civil society participation 
can add considerable value to PRSP processes and 
to transforming policy environments in ways that 
are beneficial to the poor and supportive of better 
governance. However, there is still a lot to be 
done in order to obtain these values.  

Mercer, C. The discourse of 
Maendeleo  and the politics 
of women’s part icipation 
on Mount Kilimanjaro 

Development and 
Change, Vol. 33, 
No. 1, pp.101-127, 
2002 

The article describes how women’s participation 
is used to boost their social status and financial 
gains. By excluding the poorest woman, 
participation in women’s groups is only 
legitimating the existing inequalities. A case 
study from Mount Kilimanjaro is presented. 

Minot, N. Generating disaggregated 
poverty maps: An 
application to Vietnam 

World 
Development, Vol. 
28, No. 2, pp.319-
331, 2000 

The study uses data from Vietnam to illustrate a 
method for generating disaggregated poverty 
maps . Relationship between poverty and 
household indicators is estimated using survey 
data. Census data on the same indicators are used 
to estimate poverty rates for each rural district.  

Mompati, T. 
and Prinsen, 
G. 

Ethnicity and participatory 
development methods in 
Botswana: some 
participants are to be seen 
and not heard 

Development in 
Practice, Vol. 10, 
No. 5, pp.625-637, 
2000 

The article states that participatory methods may 
not be easily compatible with a grassroots reality - 
e.g. ethnicity. Example from Botswana with 
participatory methods and the ethnically 
structured village reality are included.  

Mukherjee,  
N. 

Participatory learning and 
action: With 100 field 

Concept 
Publishing 

The book takes stock of a decade of field 
experience in PRA /PLA methods . Development 
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N. action: With 100 field 
methods 

Publishing 
Company, New 
Delhi, 2002 

experience in PRA /PLA methods . Development 
paradigm, verbal and visual methods , 
fieldwork and priorities are some of the areas 
dealt with. 

Narayan, D. 
et al 

Voices of the poor.  
3-part series;  
1st Vol.: Can anyone hear 
us? 
2nd Vol.: Crying out for 
change 
3rd Vol.: From many lands 

Oxford University 
Press, 2000 

Using participatory and qualitative research 
methods, the study presents directly, through 
poor people’s own voices, the realities of their 
lives. E.g. how do poor people view poverty and 
wellbeing? What are their problems and 
priorities? What is their experience with the 
institutions of the state, markets and civil society? 
Case studies from several countries in Vol. 3.  

Norton et al. 
 
 
 

A Rough Guide to PPAs: 
Participatory Poverty 
Assessment – An 
introduction to theory and 
practice 

Overseas 
Development 
Institute (ODI), 
London, 2001 

The guide addresses some key questions related to 
the development of a Participatory Poverty 
Assessment (PPA). For example how to assess 
whether a PPA will be useful and how to decide 
where a PPA should be located institutionally. 

Panos 
Institute 
 
 
 

Reducing Poverty – Is the 
World Bank’s strategy 
working? 

The Panos 
Institute, London, 
2002 

The chapters present an overview of what PRSP 
is, how it can reduce poverty, civil society 
participation, progress to date etc. In addition, 
African perspectives (Uganda, Lesotho and 
Ethiopia) are given.  

Pearson, L.J., 
Pearson, C.J. 

Stakeholders’ perceptions 
within a farming systems 
aid project 

Development in 
Practice, Vol. 11, 
No. 1, pp.102-110, 
2001 

The article deals with the importance of 
stakeholders’ perceptions within a participatory 
agronomic research project. A table illustrates 
the different stakeholders’ views.  

Pijnenburg, B. 
and 
Nhantumbo, I. 

Participatory development 
interventions in 
Mozambique 

Development in 
Practice, vol. 12, 
No. 2, pp.192-199, 
2002 

The paper is based on an analytical study of the 
experiences of participatory development 
interventions in Mozambique, which compared 
how different projects interpreted and applied the 
concept and also identified the problems 
encountered and lessons learnt in using such 
approaches.  

Sigsgaard, P. 
 
 
 
 
 

MSC approach – 
Monitoring without 
indicators.  

Evaluation Journal 
of Australia, Vol. 
2, No.1, pp.8-15, 
August 2002 

Description of the Danish NGO MS’s experiences 
with introducing a promising participatory 
monitoring system: Most Significant Change 
(MSC). The system is presented as very suitable 
for grasping social processes within the field of 
development cooperation  

Sillitoe, P. et 
al. 

Participating in 
Development 

ASA Monographs 
39, Routledge, 
London, 2002 

The book focuses on two issues: First of all, how 
should indigenous knowledge  be defined and 
who should define it, as it currently lacks 
disciplinary coherence? Second, once this 
definition is achieved, what methodologies should 
be used in such an interdisciplinary research 
endeavour when it must meet the demands of 
development while not compromising 
anthropological expectations? 

Smith, K. et 
al. 

Participatory risk mapping 
for targeting research and 
assistance: With an 
example from East 
African pastoralists 

World 
Development, Vol. 
28, No. 11, 
pp.1945-1959,  
2000 

A presentation of the Participatory Risk 
Mapping Method, which is a systematic simple 
approach to classifying and ordering sources of 
risk. The method distinguishes between incidence 
and severity of risk perceptions and is 
demonstrated in relation to pastoralist 
communities in Ethiopia and Kenya.  

Snell, D. and 
Prasad, S. 

‘Benchmarking’ and 
participatory development: 
The Case of Fiji’s sugar 
industry reforms  

Development and 
Change, Vol. 32, 
No. 2, pp.255-276, 
2001 

The study is concerned with the practice and 
methods of participatory development planning . 
It evaluates the Strategic Plan adopted by the Fiji 
sugar industry in 1997 in response to challenges 
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industry reforms  2001 sugar industry in 1997 in response to challenges 
that are attributed to the pressure of globalization 
and international competitiveness. E.g. the author 
assesses the external consultant’s self-proclaimed 
“participatory methods”. 

Takasaki, Y. 
et al. 

Rapid Rural Appraisal in 
humid tropical forests: An 
Asset Possession-Based 
approach and validation 
methods for wealth 
assessment among forest 
peasant households 

World 
Development, Vol. 
28, No. 11, 
pp.1961-1977, 
2000 

Description of the Asset Possession-Based 
Approach to developing RRA wealth rankings. 
Additionally, the new validation method for RRA 
efforts – especially for identifying sources of error, 
is described. Both the approach and the validation 
method are examined using data from forest 
peasant households.  

Vira, B. and 
Jeffery, R. 

Analytical issues in 
participatory natural 
resource management 

Global Issues 
Series. Palgrave 
Publishers Ltd, 
2001 

By drawing on the experience of NGO’s, national 
governments and donor sectors as well as 
academic researchers this volume analyses the 
theory and practice of participatory natural 
resource management and demonstrates the 
value of constructive dialogue between all those 
involved.  

Weber, J.C. et 
al. 

Participatory 
domestication of 
agroforestry trees: an 
example from the 
Peruvian Amazon 

Development in 
Practice, Vol. 11, 
No. 4, pp.425-433, 
2001 

The article describes the principles of 
participatory tree domestication, and how 
researchers work together with farmers to select 
improved planting materials, reduce risk of poor 
tree adaptation etc. Example is taken from an 
agroforestry project in the Peruvian Amazon.  

Weinberger, 
K. 

Women’s participation in 
local organisations: 
Conditions and constraints 

World 
Development, Vol. 
29, No. 8, 
pp.1391-1404, 
2001 

The article analyses the determinants of 
participation in local development groups  using 
data from a project in Kashmir and Chad. A 
major result of the empirical analysis is the 
identification of a “middle-class effect” of 
participation.  

Zimmerman, 
F.J. 

Barriers to participation on 
the poor in South Africa’s 
land redistribution 

World 
Development, Vol. 
28, No. 8, 
pp.1439-1460, 
2000 

The article deals with the fact that the poor in 
South Africa are likely not to participate  in land 
redistribution because they cannot move the long 
distances, cannot afford the up-front costs etc. 
This means that land redistribution have little 
impact on the rural poverty.  
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Part 2 – Internet Search 

 
 
Author Title Reference Summary 
Akerkar, S 
 
 
 
 

Gender and 
participation – 
Overview report  

http://www.ids.ac.uk/bridg
e/reports/CEP-part-rep.pdf 
2001 
(Jan 2003) 

Examination of the convergences between 
approaches to gender and to participation, 
how these have been played out, and how 
they have been or could be constructively 
integrated into projects, programmes, 
policies and institutions.  

Alcorn, J.B. 
 
 
 

Keys to unleash 
mapping’s good magic  

http://www.iapad.org/publi
cations/ppgis/keys_to_unle
ash_mapping's_good_magi
c_f.pdf  
2000 
(Jan 2003)  

The material lists what maps  can do – for 
example reveal areas where rights and 
responsibilities are cloudy. A list of the 8 
steps in mapping is presented together with a 
list of options for mapping 
technologies/techniques. 

Barahona, C. 
and Levy, S. 

Can participation 
studies produce “Hard 
Data” to inform policy? 

http://aidworkers.net/excha
nge/20021211.html  
2002 
(Dec 2002) 

A discussion of how to bridge the gap 
between survey-based research 
(quantitative ) and research using 
participatory methods (qualitative ).  

Barahona, C. 
and Levy, S. 

How to generate 
statistics and influence 
policy using 
participatory methods 
in research 

http://www.personal.rdg.ac
.uk/~snsbarah/sscwp/  
2002 
(Dec 2002) 

The paper shows that it is possible to generate 
statistics from research using participatory 
methods  – statistics that will be taken 
seriously by policymakers 

Bendell, J. Growing pain? A case 
study of a business-
NGO alliance to 
improve the social and 
environmental impacts 
of banana production 

http://www.jembendell.fre
eserve.co.uk/GrowingPain.
htm  
2001  
(Jan 2003) 

The article examines how NGOs are affecting 
corporate behaviour and identify lessons 
that will enable the non-profit sector to carry 
out this new area of advocacy. Case-study 
from a banana production.  

Bessette, G. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Facilitating 
stakeholders 
participation through 
communication in 
partici-patory natural 
resource management 
research - A guide to 
participatory 
development communi-
cation for research 
teams and practitioners  

http://www.isangbagsak.or
g/guide2b.pdf  
2001 
(Jan 2003) 

The guide is about facilitating stakeholder 
participation through communication, in 
participatory natural resource management 
research. It introduces participatory 
development communication as a tool to 
facilitate stakeholder participation. 

Blackburn, J. et 
al. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mainstreaming 
participation in 
development 

http://lnweb18.worldbank.
org/OED/OEDDocLib.nsf/
DocUNIDViewForJavaSea
rch/1D8EC8BB36C8C76E
85256977007257C1/$file/
Mnstream.pdf  
OED working Paper 
Series, No. 10, 2000 
(Jan 2003) 
 

The chapters discuss the area of building 
ownership and partnership. This can be 
done (1) through policy consultations with 
the poor, (2) by scaling up participation in 
national government programmes, (3) 
through donor policies and programs to 
mainstream participation, (4) through 
participatory M&E and finally (5) by 
creating enabling environments.  

Booth, D. and 
Lucas, H. 

Good practice in the 
Development of PRSP 
indicators and 
monitoring systems 

http://www.odi.org.uk/publ
ications/wp172.pdf   
ODI Working paper 172, 
2002 
(Jan 2003) 
 

The study contains two phases. Phase 1) 
Critical review of Poverty Reduction 
Strategy Papers  (PRSP) documentation for 
Sub-Saharan Africa. Phase 2) Wide-ranging 
search for experiences and examples that 
might be drawn on in improving the way 
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might be drawn on in improving the way 
PRSPs handle monitoring  and indicators .  

Bossuyt, J. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Involving non state 
actors and local 
governments in ACP-
EU dialogue 

http://www.ecdpm.org/pm
b/b13_gb.htm  
2000 
(Oct 2002) 

The article talks about “Participatory 
democracy”, which emphasise the need for 
making policy through dialogue with all key 
stakeholders. A list of how to enhance the 
participation of non-state actors and local 
governments is presented together with 
recommendations on the best way to organise 
future dialogue processes.  

Brock, K. 
 
 
 
 

An introduction to 
participatory poverty 
assessments 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/p
articip/research/ppa/pparea
der.pdf  
2000 
(Jan 2003) 
 

Information about the PPA (Participatory 
Poverty Assessments) is given; Background, 
what they are and how they are carried out, 
how they have developed over time and 
finally an overview of the impact they have 
had. 

Burn, R.W. Quantifying and 
combining causal 
diagrams 

http://www.rdg.ac.uk/ssc/d
fid/booklets/tp6_caus.pdf  
Year unknown 
(Dec 2002)  
 

The paper describes a method for combining 
several quantified causal diagrams (CDs), 
indicates some difficulties with quantified 
CDs , suggest a new formulation for 
quantitatively modelling a CD and explores 
some possible measures of difference 
between CDs. 

Bühler, U. 
 
 
 
 

Participation “with 
justice and dignity”: 
Beyond “the New 
Tyranny” 

http://www.peacestudiesjo
urnal.org.uk/docs/participa
tion.pdf  
Year unknown 

The article suggests that the concept of 
dignity might be a good basis for rethinking 
the debate around exclusion and 
participation. The discussion is structured 
around the problem areas identified by the 
critics of participatory approaches.  

Callens, K. and 
Muehlhoff, E. 
 
 
 
 

Lessons learned – 
Participation. 
Improving household 
food security and 
nutrition through 
community 
empowerment. Zambia 
project. 

http://www.fao.org/particip
ation/zambia-lesson.html  
2000 
(Jan 2003) 

The article presents several lessons learned 
within the area of participation, food 
security and empowerment in Zambia. 
Examples are: The preparatory phase should 
become an integral part of the project 
development and implementation; community 
action planning is not a one-of exercise but a 
continuous and gradual process; and capacity 
building should be closely integrated into 
field activities.  

Catley, A. and 
Mariner, J. 

Where there is no data: 
Participatory 
approaches to 
veterinary 
epidemiology in 
pastoral areas of the 
Horn of Africa 

http://www.eldis.org/fullte
xt/cape_new/catley_marine
r.pdf   
Iied Issues paper No. 110, 
2002 
(Feb 2003) 

The paper provides an overview of recent 
experiences with the use of participatory 
approaches and methods to understand 
livestock diseases in pastoral areas. The 
paper discusses how participatory 
assessment can compliment conventional 
systems of veterinary inquiry and outlines 
plans to integrate participatory 
epidemiology into national veterinary 
epidemiology units.  

Chambers, R. 
 
 
 
 
 

Relaxed and 
participatory appraisal: 
notes on practical 
approaches and 
methods for participants 
in PRA/PLA-related 
familiarisation 
workshops 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/p
articip/research/pra/pranote
s02.pdf  
2002 
(Jan 2003) 

Definition and reflection of the use of RRA, 
PRA and PLA is given. Furthermore, the 
expansion of PRA, concerns, approaches and 
methods is discussed. 

Colling, j. Guidelines for 
children’s participation 

http://www.pedhivaids.org/
education/children_living.h

Guidelines for local projects to develop ways 
of working with children and young people 



 

 12

children’s participation 
in HIV/AIDS programs  

education/children_living.h
tml  
1999 
(Jan 2003) 

of working with children and young people 
in HIV/AIDS  programmes are presented. The 
question of why and how children and young 
people should participate  is raised. 

Cornwall, A. 
 
 
 
 

Making a difference? 
Gender and 
participatory 
development 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/b
ookshop/dp/dp378.pdf  
IDS discussion paper 378, 
2000 
(Jan 2003) 

The paper addresses questions and challenges 
within the area of gender dimensions of 
participation in projects and “gender-
aware” participatory development. Data is 
based on material from Africa and Asia.  

Cornwall, A. 
 
 
 
 

Accountability through 
participation: 
Developing workable 
partnership models in 
the health sector 

http://nt1.ids.ac.uk/ids/part
icip/research/health/accoun
tabstr.pdf  
Abstract of articles in IDS 
Bulletins, Vol. 31, No.1, 
2000 
(Jan 2003) 

The article discuss new approaches seeking to 
make more of the potential that active 
community participation might offer for 
enhanced accountability and improved 
responsiveness of services. Example from the 
health sector.  

Cornwall, A. et 
al. 
 
 
 
 

In search of a new 
impetus: practitioners’ 
reflections on PRA and 
participation in Kenya 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/b
ookshop/wp/wp131.pdf  
IDS working paper 131, 
2001  
(Jan 2003) 

PRA has become a routine requirement for 
development organisations! This working 
paper presents different visions and versions 
of PRA as it has taken shape in the Kenyan 
context and states that efforts to enhance the 
quality of participatory practices  are 
needed.  

Cramb, R. and 
Purcell, T. 
 
 

How to monitor and 
evaluate impacts of 
participatory research 
projects: A case study 
of the forages for 
smallholders project 

http://www.ciat-
asia.org/02-FSP/03-
Publications/how-
to/index.html  
2001 
(Jan 2003) 

The report seeks to develop a framework  and 
assess a range of methods and techniques for 
participatory monitoring and evaluation of 
the FSP (Forages for Smallholders Project) 
and similar projects.  

Cromwell, E. et 
al. 
 
 

Impact assessment 
using participatory 
approaches: “Starter 
Pack” and sustainable 
agriculture in Malawi 

http://www.odi.org.uk/agre
n/papers/agrenpaper_112.p
df 
2001 
(Jan 2003) 
 

The publication describes how participatory 
approaches can be used for impact 
assessment. The information is based on a 
study undertaken as part of the Malawi 
Starter Pack Evaluation Programme. 

Danida, Danish 
International 
Development 
Agency 

Evaluation – Danish 
Support to Promotion 
of Human Rights and 
Democratisation. Vol. 
5: Participation and 
Empowerment 

http://www.um.dk/danida/e
valueringsrapporter/1999-
11/1999-11-5/  
2000 
(Jan 03) 

The evaluation examines the premises and 
objectives of Danish assistance to popular 
participation and empowerment. In 
addition, the study documents specific cases, 
in order to identify lessons learnt relevant to 
designing future assistance to human rights 
and democratisation.   

Espinosa, M.M. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lessons learned - 
Participation. 
Participatory 
approaches in 
aquaculture.  

http://www.fao.org/particip
ation/aquaculture-
lessons.html  
2000 
(Jan 2003) 

The article presents several lessons learned 
within the area of participation and 
aquaculture. Examples are: Participatory 
approaches cannot be applied to all research 
types at all stages – basic research is better 
carried out in a “non-participatory” way; 
participatory approaches require different 
forms of management; and adoption of 
participatory approaches is not necessarily 
always the best approach.  

FAO – Food and 
Agriculture 
Organisation of 
the United 
Nations 
 
 
 

Database:  
Field tools - 
Participation. 
Basic search for 
methods, approaches 
and tools 

http://www.fao.org/Partici
pation/ft_find.jsp  
Different years 
(Jan 2003) 

This FAO database called Field tools  – 
participation, presents methods, approaches 
and tools within the area of participation. For 
example will the search for “women” result in 
e.g.: Group meeting, resource cards, social 
network mapping. A specific presentation of 
each method/tool is available and includes 
description, purpose, project phases and links 
to further information.  
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to further information.  
Fernández, M.E.  
 
 
 

Assessing impacts of 
participation: 
stakeholders, gender 
and difference 

http://www.prgaprogram.o
rg/download/working_doc
uments/wd12.pdf  
Working document No.12, 
CGIAR 2001 
(Jan 2003) 

The document deals with participatory 
approaches, impact analysis and future 
challenges for the PRGA approaches. 
(PRGA: CGIAR program on Participatory 
Research and Gender Analysis for 
technology development)  

Hoddinott, J. et 
al. 
 
 
 

Participation and 
poverty reduction: 
issues, theory, and new 
evidence from South 
Africa 

http://www.ifpri.cgiar.org/
checknames.cfm/fcndp98.p
df?name=fcndp98.pdf&dir
ec=d:/webs/ifpri/divs/fcnd/
dp/papers  
FCND Discussion Paper 
No. 98, 2001 
(Jan 2003) 

The paper examines the relationship between 
participation and the effectiveness of 
interventions designed for poverty 
reduction. It is suggested that because 
communities possess informational 
advantages unavailable to outsiders, 
community participation offers the prospect 
of lowering the cost of antipoverty 
interventions. The case-study is from South 
Africa.  

Holmes, T. 
 

A participatory 
approach in practice: 
understanding 
fieldworkers’ use of 
participatory rural 
appraisal in ActionAid 
The Gambia 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/b
ookshop/wp/wp123.pdf  
IDS working paper 123, 
2001 
(Jan 2003) 
 

The article presents a case study of 
fieldworkers’ uses of participatory rural 
appraisal in ActionAid The Gambia. One 
conclusion is that the gap between policy and 
practice of participatory approaches is to be 
reduced.  

Huque, A.S. 
 
 
 
 
 

Participation and 
Development: A 
Balancing Act 

http://www.pdforum.org/  
2002 
(Jan 2003) 

This paper focuses on the process, problems 
and prospects of participation and assesses 
its role in development. It explains the 
concept of development and highlights the 
challenges it presents to governments of 
developing countries 

IAPAD – 
Integrated 
Approaches to 
Participatory 
Development 

Resource 
mapping/Sketch 
mapping 

http://www.iapad.org/resou
rce_mapping.htm  
Year unknown 
(Jan 2003) 

The article describes the concept Resource 
mapping, also called Sketch mapping . The 
maps’ strengths and weaknesses are listed 
together with illustrations.  

IDB – Inter-
American 
Development 
Bank  

Citizen participation in 
the activities of the 
Inter-American 
Development Bank 

http://www.iadb.org/sds/do
c/scs%2DSantodomingoE.
pdf  
2000 
(Jan 2003) 

The document sets forth the basic concepts 
and guidelines  that would be in corporated 
into the IDBs Strategic Framework on 
Participation. Chapters include: The IDB 
and citizen participation; Guidelines for 
broadening of citizen participation.  

IDS – Institute 
of Development 
Studies 
 
 

Poverty reduction 
strategies: A part for the 
poor? 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/b
ookshop/briefs/brief13.htm
l  
IDS Policy Briefing, issue 
13, 2001 
(Jan 2003) 
 

The paper describes, among other things, how 
to build participation into the poverty 
reduction strategy process. A diagram of 
where participation fits into the different 
stages is presented. Different lessons from 
experiences, including “what can go wrong” 
are presented.  

IHPR – Institute 
of Health 
Promotion 
Research 

Guidelines for 
participatory research in 
health promotion 

http://www.ihpr.ubc.ca/pdf
s/guide.pdf  
Year unknown 
(Jan 2003) 

The guidelines  are intended to appraise 
whether proposals for funding as 
participatory research in health promotion 
meet participatory criteria.  

Jairath, J. 
 
 
 
 

Participatory irrigation 
management in Andhra 
Pradesh. Contradictions 
of a supply side 
approach 

http://www.inpim.org/Libr
ary/catalog/catalog.html  
2000 
(Oct 2002) 

The paper gives a brief overview of the 
developments in the irrigation sector in 
Andhra Pradesh during the last two years. 
The issue of sustainability of the PIM 
(Participatory Irrigation Management) is 
raised together with enhanced economic 
benefits and equity.  
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benefits and equity.  
Jones, E, and 
SPEECH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Of other spaces”. 
Situating participatory 
practices: a case study 
from South India  

http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/b
ookshop/wp/wp137.pdf  
IDS Working Paper 137,  
2001 
(Jan 2003) 

The document includes an analysis of the 
particular approach to participatory 
development by SPEECH. SPEECH’s 
approach has for example transformed 
gender relations in the communities where 
they worked. The dynamics of participatory 
development – who participate at different 
stages, how is participation understood – is 
discussed. 

Kaiser, T. 
 
 
 
 
 

Participatory and 
beneficiary -based 
approaches to the 
evaluation of 
humanitarian 
programmes 

http://www.unhcr.ch/cgi-
bin/texis/vtx/home/+Bww
Bme6-
5yswwwwxwwwwwwwhF
qo20I0E2gltFqoGn5nwGq
rAFqo20I0E2glcFqgxnDo
hoqowGOaxw5nmawppGd
wqrn5Dzmxwwwwwww1
FqmRbZ/opendoc.pdf  
New issues in refugee 
research, working paper 
No. 51, 2002 
(Jan 2003) 

The working paper assesses the extent to 
which refugee and humanitarian agencies 
have used participatory and beneficiary-
based methodologies in their evaluation 
processes.  

Lall, S.V. et al. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tenure, diversity and 
commitment – 
community 
participation for urban 
service provision 

http://econ.worldbank.org/f
iles/15962_wps2862.pdf  
2002 
(Jan 2003) 

Examination of factors influencing a 
household’s willingness to participate in 
community based service provision 
programs. Two important hypotheses are 
tested: 1) Does tenure security enhance the 
probability of participation and 2) does 
heterogeneity reduce the willingness of 
residents to participate. 

Marsland, N. et 
al. 

A methodological 
framework for 
combining quantitative 
and qualitative survey 
methods 

http://www.rdg.ac.uk/ssc/d
fid/booklets/qqa.pdf  
2000 
(Dec 2002) 

The paper offers practical guidance for field 
staff and project managers, on which 
combinations of qualitative and quantitative  
approaches will be optimal under different 
circumstances. 

Molen, I. 
 
 
 
 

An Assessment of 
Female Participation in 
minor irrigation 
systems of Sri Lanka 

http://www.cgiar.org/iwmi/
pubs/working/WOR8.pdf  
2001 
(Nov 2002) 

The article assesses the participation of 
female farmers in farmer organisations in 
minor irrigation systems  in Sri Lanka. An 
identification of the factors that hamper the 
participation of women in decision-making 
processes is included.  

Muthengi, K. et 
al. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Neighbours’ 
experience of going 
beyond PRA in Kenya 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/b
ookshop/wp/wp132.pdf  
IDS Working Paper 132, 
2001 
(Jan 2003) 

This case study describes the way that World 
Neighbours used PRA in a process of 
community development in Kenya. A 
discussion of the general strategic choices 
facing NGOs using PRA is presented. Areas 
discussed are: How does PRA affect the 
relationship between government and 
community groups; what social inclusions 
and exclusions does PRA produce; and does 
PRA create temperate or more enduring 
possibilities for local participation. 

Muthuram, V. 
and Shah P. 

Participatory processes 
in country assistance 
strategies: 
Retrospective FY01 

http://www.worldbank.org/
participation/partprocessC
AS2001.pdf   
Year unknown 
(Jan 2003) 

Trends of participation within Country 
Assistance Strategies  are presented and four 
different trends are listed. The study indicates 
that there has been an overall improvement in 
quality of participation. Several cases are 
included. 

Novib et al.  
 

Participation toolkit www.toolkitparticipation.c
om 

The toolkit is a source of information and 
inspiration on increasing popular 
participation in local decision-making. It 
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year unknown 
(Jan 2003) 

participation in local decision-making. It 
looks at various instruments or “tools” for 
participation and contains case studies from 
all over the world. Short list with Lessons 
learned and the tools are included. 

OED – World 
Bank Operations 
Evaluation 
Department 

Participation in 
Development 
Assistance 

http://wbln0018.worldbank
.org/oed/oeddoclib.nsf/7f2
a291f9f1204c6852568080
06a0025/ea876b19c880ab4
a85256b81007adcd8/$FIL
E/209_Participation.pdf   
2001  
(Jan 2003) 

The report describes how community 
participation has significantly increased in 
World Bank-assisted projects and in the 
preparation of Country Assistance 
Strategies  between 1994 and 1998. A table 
illustrates the different sectors inclusion of 
participation.  

Osmani, S.R.  Choices for the Poor: 
lessons from national 
poverty strategies. 
Chapter 5 

http://www.undp.org/dpa/p
ublications/choicesforpoor/
ENGLISH/index.html  
2001 
(Jan 2003) 

The chapter 5 in the book is named: 
“Participatory governance and poverty 
reduction” and focuses on decentralisation , 
people’s empowerment and community 
based organisations involvement in local 
affairs. Several case studies are presented.  

Petkova, E. et al. 
 
 
 

Closing the gap: 
information, 
participation and justice 
in decision making for 
the environment 

http://pubs.wri.org/pubs_p
df.cfm?PubID=3759  
2002 
(Jan 2003) 

The paper assesses the performance of nine 
governments in meeting the Rio 
commitment. The primary objective is to 
identify strengths and weaknesses of specific 
national systems of public participation in 
environmental decision-making.  

Pratt, G. 
 
 
 
 

Practitioners’ critical 
reflections on PRA and 
participation in Nepal 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/b
ookshop/wp/wp122.pdf  
IDS working paper 122, 
2001 
(Jan 2003) 

Different views held by PRA practitioners 
in Nepal are presented together with the 
history of PRA, challenges facing PRA 
practise and participation in development 
today, and the ways forward for participation 
in the future. 

Praxis, Institute 
for Participatory 
Practices  
 

Participatory 
assessment of 
government of Orissa’s 
delivery of services that 
impact at the village 
level 

http://www.worldbank.org/
participation/OrissaFinalR
eport.pdf   
2002 
(Jan 2003) 

The review provides, through participatory 
approaches, an insight into people’s 
perceptions about government services and 
seeks to understand the constraints of the 
service providers in ensuring effective service 
delivery. 

Puginier, O. 
 
 
 
 
 

Participation in a 
conflicting policy 
framework – lessons 
learned from a Thai 
experience 

http://www.iapad.org/publi
cations/ppgis/Participation
_in_a_conflicting_policy_f
ramework.pdf  
2002 
(Jan 2003) 

The paper presents a critical review of the 
“participatory process”: An example from a 
Thai  case shows that villagers were seeking 
to achieve land use rights while the Land 
Use Planning Teams operation was hindered 
by top-down altitudes of officials.  

Rambaldi, G. 
and Callosa-
Tarr, J. 
 
 

Participatory 3-
dimensional modelling: 
Guiding principles and 
applications 

http://www.iapad.org/publi
cations/ppgis/p3dm_arcbc.
pdf  
2002 
(Jan 2003) 

The book talks about dealing with spatial 
information at the community level and 
participatory 3-D modelling step by step. 
The data builds on experiences gained in the 
Philippines, Vietnam and Thailand. 

Rasmussen et al. For Whom and for 
What? Principles, 
Criteria and Indicators 
for Sustainable Forest 
Resources Management 
in Thailand 

http://www.fsl.dk/pub/Thai
land/Index.htm  
2000 
(Jan 2003) 

The report addresses the Criteria and 
Indicators  (C&I) issue at the local level in 
Northern Thailand. C&I are outlined for 
two forest management units. The report 
concludes that t he C&I could be an 
instrumental tool for the development of a 
more coherent forest policy in Thailand and 
that C&I could be the platform for the 
establishment of generally accepted 
regulations of the forest resources .  

Ribot, J.C. Democratic 
decentralization of 

http://pubs.wri.org/pubs_d
escription.cfm?PubID=376

The report presents preliminary findings and 
recommendations from research on natural 
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decentralization of 
natural resources – 
Institutionalizing 
popular participation 

escription.cfm?PubID=376
7  
2002 
(Jan 2003) 
 

recommendations from research on natural 
resources  in decentralization efforts around 
the world. All cases explore the degree to 
which natural resource decentralizations have 
taken place.  

SAPRIN – The 
Structural 
Adjustment 
Participatory 
Review 
International 
Network 

The policy roots of 
economic crisis and 
poverty – A Multi-
country participatory 
assessment of structural 
adjustment 

http://www.saprin.org/SAP
RI_Findings.pdf   
2002 
(Jan 2003) 

A participatory assessment of structural 
adjustment. Several development areas are 
included in the paper together with several 
different country examples. 

Schneider, H. Participatory 
Governance: The 
missing link for poverty 
reduction 

http://www.worldbank.org/
participation/webfiles/parti
cipatorygov.pdf  
OECD, Policy Brief No. 
17, 1999 
(Jan 2003) 

The Policy Brief shows how a participatory 
approach to governance operates as an 
essential link in the net of causalities which 
have to be considered and taken into account 
in designing and implementing poverty 
reduction strategies.  

Songco, D. Accountability to poor: 
Experiences in civic 
engagement in public 
expenditure 
management – A 
synthesis paper 

http://www.worldbank.org/
participation/webfiles/civic
engagement.pdf  
2001 
(Jan 2003) 

The paper provides an overview of what 
governments, citizen groups and donors can 
do to enhance accountability to the poor in 
the management of public resources by 
reviewing global experience to date and 
identifying lessons that can be learned. 

SSC, Statistical 
Services Centre,  
University of 
Reading 

Integrating qualitative 
and quantitative 
approaches 

http://www.rdg.ac.uk/ssc/d
fid/booklets/topiqq.html  
2001 
(Dec 2002) 

The page introduces outputs from the 
Natural Resources Systems Programme  
entitled “Methodological Framework 
Integrating Qualitative  and Quantitative  
Approaches for Socio-Economic Survey 
Work”. 

Taylor, P. 
 
 
 

10 Key stages towards 
effective participatory 
curriculum 
development – 
Learning from practice 
and experience 

http://www.helvetas.ch/deu
tsch/pdf/pub_vol2_develop
.pdf  
2001 
(Jan 2003) 

The paper describes the methodology: 
Participatory Curriculum Development. It 
is stated that this methodology can help to 
improve the quality of education and 
training in international co-operation. 

Tikare, S. et. al Poverty Reduction 
Strategy Sourcebook 
Section 2.1: Organizing 
Participatory Processes 
in the PRSP 

http://www.worldbank.org/
participation/partprsp.pdf   
2001 
(Jan 2003) 

This section of the sourcebook describes an 
operational guidance tool for planning and 
carrying out a participatory process in the 
PRSP. Example of areas included: Basic 
concepts for participation, setting the initial 
framework for participation and assistance to 
designers of participatory processes. 

UNDP – United 
Nations 
Development 
Programme 

Women’s political 
participation and good 
governance, 21st 
century challenges 

http://magnet.undp.org/ne
w/pdf/gender/wpp/women
_book.pdf  
2000 
(Jan 2003) 

The publication draws on experiences and 
expertise of ministers, governmental officials, 
grassroots civil society etc. who participated 
in the meeting: Women’s political 
participation-21st century challenges. It 
focuses on a number of issues including e.g. 
progress made in women’s political 
participation.  

Wagle, S. and 
Shah, P. 

Participation in public 
expenditure systems – 
An Issue Paper 

http://www.worldbank.org/
participation/webfiles/pem.
pdf  
2001 
(Jan 2003) 

The issue paper discusses areas like the origin 
of public expenditure, scaling up 
participation, reforming public expenditure 
systems, and participation in public 
expenditure management Case studies are 
included.  

Weiss, W.M. et 
al. 

Rapid assessment 
procedures (RAP): 

http://www.jhsph.edu/refu
gee/rap_desc.html#anchor7

The guide contains tools  and procedures for 
collecting information with and about 
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procedures (RAP): 
Addressing the 
perceived needs of 
refugees & internally 
displaced persons 
through participatory 
learning and action 

gee/rap_desc.html#anchor7
_1  
2000 
(Jan 2003) 

collecting information with and about 
refugees. Participatory learning  and action 
methods are used as a way if involving 
refugees as partners in assessment, planning 
and action. 

World Bank Participation in poverty 
reduction strategy 
papers – A 
retrospective study 

http://www.worldbank.org/
participation/PRSPretro.pd
f  
2002 
(Jan 2003) 

The study assesses the quality of 
participation in poverty reduction 
strategies  by looking at three pillars: Form, 
outcome and sustainability.  

World Bank Voices and choices at a 
macro level 

http://www.worldbank.org/
participation/web/index.ht
m  
Different years 
(Jan 2003) 

The site presents different material connected 
to participatory processes. An illustration of 
the four building blocks of participation in 
PRSP is available. Information about e.g. 
poverty diagnostics, public expenditure 
management and macroeconomic reform 
can be found at the site together with case 
studies, methods/initiatives etc.  

World Bank 
Group 

Participatory 
Monitoring and 
Evaluation (PME) – A 
learning and exchange 
workshop, April 2002 

http://www.worldbank.org/
participation/pme/index.ht
m  
2002 
(Jan 2003) 

The site presents results from the Learning 
and Exchange Workshop in 2002. The 
workshop agenda and materials presented at 
the workshop are available together with an 
illustration of participatory monitoring and 
evaluation.  

World Bank 
Group 

Empowerment and 
Poverty Reduction: a 
sourcebook 

http://www.worldbank.org/
poverty/empowerment/sou
rcebook/draft.pdf  
2002 
(Feb 2003) 

The book addresses the following issues: 
What empowerment means, how it applies to 
the Bank’s work, and what actions should be 
undertaken to move the empowerment 
agenda forward. The final section of the book 
documents tools and practices that can 
support the implementation of an 
empowering approach to poverty 
reduction.  

World Bank 
Group 

Voices and choices at a 
macro level: 
Participation in 
country-owned poverty 
reduction strategies – A 
workshop report. 

http://www.worldbank.org/
participat ion/workshoprep
ort.htm  
2002 
(Jan 2003) 

The report on the workshop proceedings 
offers options for participatory approaches 
at macro level. The report also traces the 
developments in participating countries since 
the workshop and highlights areas where 
learning during the workshop has influenced 
practice. 
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Part 3 – Web Links to Organisations 

 
 
Organisation/ 
Institute 

Entry point Link Downloading 
possibilities  

Aid Workers Network -Aid Workers Network 
  homepage 
-Aid Workers Forum 

http://www.aidworkers.net/index.html  
 
http://forum.aidworkers.net/cgi-bin/discus/discus.pl  

 
 
Yes 

Consultative Group on 
International Agricultural Research 
(CGIAR) 

-Participatory Research and    
  Gender Analysis (PRGA)    
  homepage 
-Search 

http://www.prgaprogram.org/ 
 
 
http://search.cgiar.org/search_form.asp  

Yes 
 
 
Yes 

European Centre for Development 
Policy Management (ECDPM) 

-ECDPM homepage 
-Search the ECDPM 
  library 

http://www.ecdpm.org/index.html  
http://nt.oneworld.nl/cfdocs/cdb/ecdpm/ecdpmlib.cf
m?act=srch  

Yes 
Limited 

Food and Agriculture Organisation 
of the United Nations (FAO) 

-Participation homepage 
-Field tools 

http://www.fao.org/participation/  
http://www.fao.org/Participation/ft_find.jsp  

Yes 
Yes 

Institute of Development Studies 
(IDS), UK 

-Participation home page 
-Participation Resource Centre 
-Recent Publications 

http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/particip/ 
http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/particip/information/index.
html  
http://www.ids.ac.uk/ids/particip/information/recent
pub.html  

Yes 
Yes – some 
 
Yes – some  

Institute of International Studies 
(IIS), Department for Development 
Research, Denma rk (former Centre 
for Development Research, CDR) 

-DCISM Library (development 
  section) 

http://www.dcism.dk   No 

Integrated Approaches to 
Participatory Development 
(IAPAD) 

- IAPAD homepage  
-Bibliography 

http://www.iapad.org/     
http://www.iapad.org/bibliography.htm  

 
Yes 

International Institute for 
Environment and Development 
(IIED), UK 

-Homepage on participatory 
  learning and  action (PLA) 

http://www.iied.org/resource/#PLA  No 

International Network on - INPIM homepage  http://www.inpim.org/index.html  Yes 
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Participatory Irrigation 
Management (INPIM) 
Nepal Participatory Action 
Network (NEPAN) 

-NEPAN  homepage 
-NEPAN Publications Catalogue 

http://www.nepan.org.np/  
http://www.nepan.org. np/publication.html  

 
No 

Overseas Development Institute 
(ODI) 

-ODI homepage 
-Search 

http://www.odi.org.uk/  
http://www.odi.org.uk/search.html  

 
Yes 

Participatory development forum 
(pdforum) 

-Pdforum homepage 
-Virtual resource centre 

http://www.pdforum.org/  
Same as above 

 
Yes 

Structural Adjustment Participatory 
Review International Network 
(SAPRIN) 

-SAPRIN  homepage 
-News & Updates 

http://www.saprin.org/index.htm  
http://www.saprin.org/news_updates.htm  

 
Yes 

World Bank (WB) -Participation and civic  
  engagement  
-List of Participation and Civic 
  Engagement Group    
  Publications  

http://www.worldbank.org/participation/   
 
http://www.worldbank.org/participation/publication
s.htm  

Yes 
 
Yes 

World Resources Institute (WRI) -WRI homepage 
-Publications 

http://www.wri.org/  
http://pubs.wri.org/  

 
No 

    
Information database Subject Link Downloading 

possible  
Eldis 
(A gateway to information on 
development issues, hosted by the 
Institute of Development Studies) 

-Eldis Participation Resource  
  Guide 

http://www.eldis.org/participation/index.htm  
 
 
 

Yes 
 
 
 

    
Data analysis software Subject Link Downloading 

possible  
SCOLARI 
-The Ethnograph 
-QSR N5 (NUD*IST) 
-QSR NVivo 1.2 

Data analysis software for 
qualitative data  

http://www.scolari.co.uk/  Demonstration 
versions are 
available 
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